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Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your 

hand. 

1 Chronicles 29: Verses 14 
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Foreword 

A thanksgiving service at Wollaton Road Methodist Church, Beeston on 

Sunday, May 19 signals an end to 166 years of faithful service on this site.  

Since Victorian times, generations of people have worshipped here, witnessed 

the growth of Beeston from a village to a town, lived through the trauma of 

two world wars and experienced enormous social change. 

This document, compiled by David Lowe with the assistance of long-serving 

members, charts the history of a much-loved church and tells how successive 

congregations continually sought to share their Christian faith by extending a 

welcoming hand of friendship to the community. 

Thankfully the sale of the site is not the end of the story. In 2014, Wollaton 

Road became part of Beeston Methodist Church, bringing together the people, 

commitment, energies and resources of four Methodist churches in the area -

Chilwell Road, Clarke’s Lane, Inham Nook and Queen’s Road. 

The new church started worshipping together from Easter Sunday, 2016 and 

looks forward to serving God and being at the heart of the community for 

many years to come. 

Ministerial Message 

I am a newcomer, having only arrived in Beeston some eighteen months ago, 

but there is no doubting that the church building at Wollaton Road will be 

missed.  The community who worshipped here have been welcomed as a part 

of Beeston Methodist Church, along with folk who hail from Queens Road, 

Clarkes Lane, Inham Nook and Chilwell Road.  The community not only 

continues, but it has grown significantly by joining with others. 

Wollaton Road Methodist Church stands out amongst the commercial district 

of Beeston and has attracted people to worship God for many years.  It has 

also served the community by hosting a wide variety of different groups, many 

non-churched, and by being at a focal point, surrounded by pubs! 

Since I came to Beeston we have held almost all our evening services here, folk 

have wept here, and they have celebrated here. Even as it moves on in 

purpose, let us never forget that it has been blessed by decade on decade of 



Christian worship, of marriages, baptisms and blessings, and of funerals. All of 

Christian life has been here, and the voice of prayer has never been silent, and 

the songs of the faithful will always reach up to their God. 

It has been a privilege to serve here, and it is a privilege to continue to serve 

the continuing community as part of Beeston Methodist Church. 

Ali Jones (Rev Alistair S Jones MA)   

Humble Beginnings  

Look upwards at the front of Wollaton Road Church and near the top of the 

red brick building you will read the words Primitive Methodist. 

This was a movement started in Staffordshire in the early 19th century by a 

Wesleyan local preacher Hugh Bourne and a few other enthusiasts. Bourne 

believed the brand of Methodism that John Wesley had founded the previous 

century by riding 250,000 miles on horseback to take the message to people 

across the length and breadth of England had lost some of its original 

evangelical fervour.  

The Primitive Methodists soon acquired the nickname “Ranters” – a title that 

stuck for many years. 

Nottingham’s first Primitive Methodist Mission began in 1815 in a cramped 

room at Narrow Marsh, one of the poorest parts of the town. It was led by 

Sarah Kirkland, a young girl in a poke bonnet, who became the first woman 

Primitive Methodist travelling preacher.  

 



 
zoom  

Sarah Kirkland – first woman travelling preacher 

 

Arriving in Nottingham, Sarah intended to preach in the Market Square on 

Christmas Eve but her plans were abandoned because of rowdy crowds. On 

Christmas Day she contacted a small group of revivalists, led by Mr Storer, who 

had a meeting place in Narrow Marsh.  

From these first meetings, 23 converts were made. Soon the flourishing young 

society moved to much bigger premises on the middle floor of a disused 

factory at Canaan Street, Broad Marsh, Nottingham. Capable of holding 1,000 

people, it was from here that missions were launched in surrounding villages, 

including Beeston with meetings held in the open-air or villagers’ cottages. 

The Beeston society, needing a church of its own, seized an opportunity in 

1853 to purchase a Baptist chapel on Brown Lane (now Wollaton Road) for 

£170. It could seat about 75 people and had a vestry. 

Church archivist Paul Tivey says: “According to historical documents, the 

chapel was quite a small building, set back from the road and there was a 

graveyard on one part of the site.” 

https://d35wuyehavsdko.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/cms/s/Sarah_Kirkland1_s1.jpg


When the society started to expand – largely because of a hugely successful 

Sunday School – it was decided to demolish the chapel to create a bigger 

building.  

The foundation stones for the present church were laid on Thursday, August 3, 

1882 by Joseph Orchard, of Long Eaton, John Smith, of Beeston, John Austin, of 

Long Eaton, Charles Bailey, of Chilwell, Francis Burrows, of Beeston Fields and 

Mrs Bain, of Beeston. 

Paul says: “It’s still possible to read some of these names, etched on to the 

foundation stones at the front of the church. Others have worn away with the 

passage of time. One of our most precious possessions is a silver trowel 

presented to Mrs Bain when the foundation stones were laid.” 

 

 

Time has eroded some of the details etched on this foundation stone. But it is 

just possible to discern the words “Mrs Bain of Beeston.”  

 



Members of the Willmott-Oldham family have been associated with Wollaton 

Road throughout its history. Mrs Emma Willmott (nee Oldham) and her 

daughter-in-law Elizabeth – wife of John Willmott-Oldham – were founder 

members of the church in 1882. 

Elizabeth and John had a large family – five of their daughters were in the choir 

along with their cousin Kate Willmott. Mrs Ada Morrell (nee Oldham) was the 

great granddaughter of Emma.  

The Willmott family also stem from Mrs Emma Willmott (nee Oldham) through 

her son Robert and his wife Ada (nee Williams). Their children were both 

members of the choir and the young men’s bible class.  

Today’s member Mrs Barbara Brown (nee Willmott) is the great granddaughter 

of Emma. So from the beginning of Wollaton Road there has been a member of 

the Willmott family serving in many offices of the church, including 

communion stewards, pastoral leaders, secretaries of the choir, PTA Charity 

Committee, treasurer of the choir and Knit and Natter, trustees and church 

council member and Sunday School teachers. For many years Barbara and her 

daughter Mrs Hayley Bond (nee Brown) organised the Junior Church 

anniversaries.      

 

 



 

Colin Sharpe pictured with the silver ceremonial trowel presented when the 

foundation stones for the present church were laid. It was one of many items 

of memorabilia on display in 2000 at the Beeston Bygones Millennium 

exhibition. 

 



The original chapel incorporated an old baptistry - and amazingly this was 

revealed in 1970 when work began on modernising the present church. 

Cyril Baumber, one of the team of people who worked on the project, recalled: 

“The baptistry was built into the floor, in front of the old pulpit and 

communion rail. The pool was about three feet deep and had cast iron pipes 

down the centre to warm the water when a baptism took place. 

“The pipes were removed by Len Dobson, and the floor, where the baptistry 

once stood, was levelled off. Now no one would ever know it had been there.” 

The Wollaton Road baptistry was for partial immersion. But when Cyril was 12, 

he experienced full immersion baptism at the Elim Church in Beeston. 

 

 

 

 

Arthur Hickingbotham and Peter Barker at work in the old baptistry, which 

was revealed during the church modernisation in 1970 

 

 



Digging into the archives, it’s interesting to note that in 1883 - a year after 

Wollaton Road was built - the old Canaan Street premises in Broad Marsh, 

which became the mother church for the Nottingham First Methodist Circuit, 

were replaced by a larger building. After surviving a Zeppelin raid in 1916 and 

bomb damage during the Second World War, the Canaan building closed for 

worship in 1948. It was demolished the following year, following a serious fire 

in July, 1949. 

The Baptist chapel, bought by the Beeston society, seated 75 people. But 

during tough Victorian times in the 1870s, things reached a low ebb – the 

society was down to just seven people, who were worried about the burden of 

£120 mortgage on the property. 

One Saturday night in 1879 they met to consider what could possibly be done 

to relieve the financial problems. The Rev W Howell was in the chair and a man 

named Jabez Wright suggested starting a “Ragged Sunday School.” 

All seven members went out to scour the district for the poorest children and 

the next day 45 youngsters and 15 adults attended. Soon the chapel was full 

and it became necessary to have two preachers holding services at the same 

time - one in the church and one in the vestry. 

Just three years later the Beeston society decided to expand. It paid £104 for 

extra land on the Wollaton Road site, creating enough space for a substantial 

new church and a combined school room to be built on the site of the old 

chapel, which was pulled down. 

The ceremony to lay the memorial stones on August 3, 1882 was witnessed by 

a large crowd.  

According to the Beeston Gazette and Echo, the new building was designed to 

“seat 320 people.” The newspaper said the new school room was desperately 

needed because the “Ragged Sunday School” had become so popular that it 

was overcrowded. By 1882, the Beeston society had more than 60 members, 

150 scholars and 24 teachers.  

The new church cost £1,200 - then considered a substantial sum for a village 

society composed of working people.  

A “time capsule” was incorporated into the building. A bottle, placed in a 

recess under the first memorial stone, contained copies of the Primitive 

Methodist newspaper and the Nottingham and Midland Counties Daily 



Express. There was also a document about the Nottingham First Circuit, of 

which the Beeston society was part. At that time there were three travelling 

preachers in the circuit, 50 local preachers, 55 class members, 1,030 members, 

289 Sunday School teachers and 1,831 scholars. 

In the year 2000, at the dawn of a new century, members of the Junior Church 

helped bury a Millennium Time Capsule in the church drive.  

 

 

Burying the time capsule on the church drive in 2000 



 

The church in 1900 

 

 

 

A Wollaton Road member’s class ticket – issued in 1910  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of Wollaton Road Methodist Church on an outing in 1908 

 

 

 

 



 

The memorial to five Wollaton Road men, who gave their lives in the First 

World. 

 



Five Wollaton Road men, who gave their lives in the First World War, were all 

members of the Young Men’s Bible Class, which met every Sunday afternoon 

at 3pm. All were killed in France apart from Albert Sibley, who died in Ireland. 

Albert Sibley was born in Beeston in 1894. One of eight children, he attended 

Church Street school and was a member of the Boys Brigade. Enrolled in the 

2nd/7th Battalion Sherwood Foresters, he was killed during the Irish uprising in 

April, 1916 and is buried in Grangegorman Military Cemetery in Dublin. 

Percy Bettle was born in 1893 at 57 Mona Street, Beeston, the youngest child 

of John James and Eliza Bettle.  He attended Nether Street School and was a 

member of the Boys Brigade. Percy enlisted in the 2nd/7th Territorial Battalion 

of the Sherwood Foresters and married Agnes Ward in 1916. He rose to the 

rank of lance corporal and was killed on March 21, 1918. He has no known 

grave but is commemorated on the Arras memorial to the missing.  

John Hodgkinson was born in Villa Street, Beeston in 1896, the only son of John 

and Mary Hodgkinson.  He attended Church Street school and during the First 

World War joined the Kings (Liverpool) Regiment. He was killed on April 23, 

1917 and there is no known grave for him. 

William Brackner, born in August, 1893 at 9 Broughton Street, Beeston, was 

one of seven children. After leaving Church Street school, he became a lace 

draughtsman. He later enlisted in the Sherwood Foresters and rose to the rank 

of sergeant. He was killed on May 27, 1918 and is mentioned on the Soissons 

memorial to the missing. 

John Bettle was born in 1878 in Villa Street in Beeston. He attended Nether 

Street school and in 1903 he married Mary Fuler. He enlisted in the King’s Own 

Yorkshire Regiment and later transferred to the Labour Corps. He was killed on 

June 3, 1917 and has no known grave. 

When Wollaton Road held a centenary exhibition in 1982, the widow of Percy 

Bettle kindly loaned an identity disc, a letter from the War Office, a war medal, 

a prayer book and a Christmas card. These items were all put on display. 

Methodism underwent a major reorganisation in the early 1930s. The largest 

denomination was the parent body, the Wesleyan Methodist Connection, from 

which a number of offshoots, including the Primitive Methodists, had sprung.  

The Wesleyans, the Primitive Methodists and another group known as the 

United Methodists were unified nationally in 1932. Two years later Wollaton 



Road became part of the new Nottingham West Circuit, comprising 11 

churches in the Beeston, Bramcote, Lenton and Radford area. 

It was also agreed that the Rev Frederic H Mills should return as the first 

superintendent of the new circuit. According to local historian Margaret 

Cooper this was a wise decision. In her centenary history of Chilwell Road 

Methodist Church, she wrote: “Under Mr Mills’ capable administration it was 

possible for the affairs of the circuit to be organised on a sound basis. In 

addition, his great gift of friendliness enabled old and new members of the 

circuit to co-operate together for the common good.” 

It’s also interesting to look at the people involved when the Wollaton Road 

Trust was constituted in 1930. Familiar names like the Suttons, Hodgkinsons, 

Bettles and Adcocks appear in the list. 

In 1939, the Wollaton Road leadership expressed concern about the growing 

need to improve the spiritual life and pastoral care of the church. As a result, 

Mr A W Pounder, a trustee and owner of local shoe shops, and a circuit 

steward, invited an independent evangelical minister, the Rev Tom Jones, to 

join the church as pastor. 

 



 

The Rev Tom Jones 

He began his ministry at Wollaton Road in 1940 and during a three-year stay 

did great work in building up the church spiritually, arranging Easter 

conventions and inviting prominent speakers to special events.  His Ford 

Popular car, emblazoned with the words By the mercies of God, was a common 

sight around the streets of Beeston.  

 

 



 

A wartime picture of Wollaton Road members attending the pastor's third 

anniversary in 1943 

Before leaving Wollaton Road in 1943 to establish the Evangelical Free Church 

in Broadgate, Beeston, Mr Jones and his wife celebrated their 25th wedding 

anniversary. In lieu of gifts, he asked people to donate towards a new pipe 

organ, which remained in use at Wollaton Road until the church was 

modernised in 1970. 

That was the year a long-cherished dream to enlarge and modernise the 

church premises was realised – thanks to a volunteer group of members who 

undertook most of the structural work under the guidance of their minister, 

the Rev Stuart Burgess. 

The project was completed in just 12 months and the church was rededicated 

by the District Chairman the Rev Christopher Bacon. 

 

 



 

 

Modernising the Church 

At this point, I hope readers will understand if I introduce some personal 

information into the story. My life changed in 1967 when I met Mavis Corrall, 

who lived with her family in Wilkinson Avenue - literally a stone’s throw from 

the church they loyally supported. 

Mavis and I were married at Wollaton Road on June 14, 1969 – the last 

wedding in the old-style church before work began on the modernisation 

scheme in 1970. 

 

 

 



 

Mavis Corrall and David Lowe walk down the aisle on June 14, 1969. It was 

the last wedding in the old-style Wollaton Road Methodist Church before 

work began on the modernisation scheme. 

 

 



Generations of members had long dreamed of enlarging the premises. Records 

show that on three separate occasions since the Second World War, 

modernisation plans were considered but each time they were eventually 

shelved.  

But the topic rose again and during 1968 three trustees were each asked to 

come up with different ideas. 

After extensive consultation with the congregation, a visionary scheme was 

chosen with three main aims - to create a dual-purpose church for services and 

a range of other activities; reduce interference from growing traffic noise and 

install a better entrance to the church. 

 

Wollaton Road Methodist Church pictured before the modernisation work 

began in 1970. There had been no major alterations to the building since it 

was erected 1882. The road was first called Cowgate and then Butcher Lane. 

When it was widened to become Wollaton Road, the front of the church 

almost jutted into the roadway.  The main entrance was at the front of the 



church with a few steps up to the main door and access directly on to the 

pavement. 

 

Work started in 1970 under the guidance of the architect Mr T H Bestwick and 

the Rev Stuart Burgess, a young minister who would go on to hold the highest 

office, serving as President of the Methodist Church in 1999/2000. The 

redevelopment was radical because it was largely carried out by voluntary 

labour after 30 people at the church formed a “do-it-yourself” work gang.  

They gave up their spare time in the evenings and on Saturdays to tackle the 

job.  The project cost £3,600 – with the volunteers’ sterling efforts saving the 

church thousands of pounds. The sale of property by the Nottingham West 

Circuit also realised £1,300 towards the cost of the scheme and Wollaton Road 

members raised more than £1,000 themselves. 

Colin Sharpe, church treasurer and trustee, who acted as “foreman” on the 

scheme, told the Beeston Gazette in 1970: “The response from church 

members has been terrific. We are blessed with a lot of first class ‘do-it-

yourself’ men, who are willing and able to tackle almost any job.” 

The Rev Stuart Burgess thanked everyone for all their hard work and added: “I 

was amazed at the number of people, who volunteered for the working party, 

and they have since shown great enthusiasm for the work.” 

At that time Wollaton Road had a membership of 108 – higher than at any 

time in its long history. 

 



 

A line-up that shows 17 of the 30 members in the volunteer work group. 

Pictured left to right, John Corrall, Tony Beardsall, the Rev Stuart Burgess, 

Arthur Hickingbotham, Cyril Baumber, Brian Wright, Marion Hickingbotham, 

Peter Barker, Joyce Wright, Len Dobson, Mary Barker, Alfred Sharpe, Valerie 

Spensley, Colin Sharpe, Joe Hughes, David Wright and Douglas Wright. 

 

 

Before construction work could begin, the pulpit, platform, the old pipe organ, 

pews and vestibule all had to be dismantled.  Youth Club members helped with 

the demolition and construction work. 

In just four weeks the ceiling was lowered by installing interlocking panels, 

suspended from the main roof trusses on steel frames. 



 

Four members of the work gang lift a section of the false ceiling into place.  

A new wooden screen became the focal point for worship, fronted by a raised 

platform and a removable steel communion rail. Other furniture was made by 

a church member. 

The scheme achieved the aim of a “dual purpose” building with removable 

stacking chairs in the church, enabling it to be used as a worship area and also 

for concerts, church productions and other activities. The newly constructed 

stage was flanked on one side by a new ministers’ vestry and a Sunday school 

room and changing room on the other. 

The main entrance to the church transferred from the front of the building to 

the side with a paved pathway leading to double doors, covered by a canopy, 

and opening into a spacious lobby. 

The heating system was also upgraded. The forward-thinking, ambitious 

project was completed in just 12 months. But getting everything ready in time 

for the official opening went down to the wire.  

The Rev Burgess told Nottingham Evening Post reporter David Lowe on August 

21, 1970: “Our deadline looks like being three hours before the re-opening. “ 

 

 



But as the final coat of paint went on, the volunteer squad could pride 

themselves on a wonderfully professional job. The workers had shifted 72 

loads of rubble, used 7, 500 bricks, mixed many bags of cement, laid 120 slabs 

and put in more than 1,000 yards of cabling. 

Improvising with their varied talents they had done all the work except 

plastering, sewer work, putting in the main doors and doing the framework for 

the porch. 

Mr Burgess said: “The transformation to the interior of the church is 

unbelievable. The many, many hours that have been put in cannot be fully 

seen from the roadway. 

“There have been some humorous moments and a few heartaches. One of the 

most difficult jobs was the ceiling. This has been done magnificently.” 

He added: “We now have a modern, adaptable church that can really put 

Wollaton Road on the map.” 

The new-look building was opened and rededicated on Saturday, September 

26 by Rev Christopher D Bacon, Chairman of the District, and the opening 

ceremony was performed by 84-year-old Ernest Bettle, a lifelong member of 

the church. In past years he had been a society steward, Sunday School 

secretary and superintendent and in 1970 was still a member of the church 

choir.   

 

 



 

The rededication of the modernised church on Saturday, September 26, 

1970. Pictured left to right: Rev Stuart Burgess, Mrs Marjorie Sutton, 

Councillor John Sutton (Chairman of Beeston and Stapleford Urban District 

Council), Ernest Bettle, who performed the opening ceremony, Rev Matthew 

Pickard (Superintendent Minister) and Rev Christopher Bacon (District 

Chairman). 

Mr Bettle, the oldest member, who was born in 1886 – four years after 

Wollaton Road was built - had the honour of turning the key to open the doors 

of the new-look building.  

Wollaton Road was packed to capacity for the occasion and even though extra 

seating was placed on the stage, many people stood at the back of the church 

and in the entrance lobby to observe the historic service. 

In his address, the District Chairman Rev Christopher Bacon described the re-

opening as a new chapter in the story of Wollaton Road Church and “a triumph 

of hope based upon experience” – experience which brought proof that the 

church had stood the test of time. 

He said the building had undergone a great change and he urged all members 

of the church not to be afraid of changing their methods of worship and using 

the building in new ways. He told them to be ready to “explore and 

experiment” in order to achieve this aim. 



During the service the lesson was read by Mrs L Starling. The choir, under the 

leadership of Mr Cyril Spensley, sang an anthem and Miss Pamela Key sang a 

folk song. Her father, Mr Cyril Key, was the pianist for the service. 

John Sutton told the congregation that the building held many personal 

memories. He had been christened at the church, attended Sunday School and 

recalled sitting in the pews with his father, who used to tell him about Jabez 

Wright, one of the founder members. 

On Friday, October 2, 1970, the Beeston Gazette and Echo devoted two pages 

to the rededication event, headlining one story: Church Transformation ‘A 

Dream Come True.’ 

In an interview, Colin Sharpe said: “Almost a year ago when the modernisation 

scheme was being discussed, I was advised that the work involved made it 

quite impossible for all the jobs to be carried out by volunteer labour in their 

spare time. 

“In fact, at that stage certain jobs, including the erection of the new suspended 

ceiling, were to be carried out by contractors. 

“Subsequent investigation, however, revealed that the high cost of certain 

items would lift the cost of the scheme above our financial capabilities. The 

only alternative appeared to be that the vast majority of the work would have 

to be done by church members themselves, as formidable as this seemed to be 

at the time. 

“The age range of band of volunteers was from the mid-teens to the mid-70s. 

There were, of course, times when more than a fair share of problems arose at 

one time.  Despair could easily have overtaken us, but often a good night’s 

sleep would be sufficient to enable us to cool off and patiently find a solution. 

“It has been a privilege to work with such a dedicated band of people, striving 

to follow the tradition and foresight of those, who have gone before, to bring 

the church building up to date in order to serve future generations.” 

It was a massive effort by the 30-strong team. Colin’s role as “foreman” was to 

co-ordinate all the work. His chief assistants were Len Dobson, Arthur 

Hickingbotham and Cyril Baumber. John Davie, Tony Beardsall and Arthur Allen 

re-wired the whole building and Mr Dobson was in charge of the heating and 

plumbing installations. Colin’s father, a retired builder, helped with the 

brickwork. 



John Corrall and Peter Barker helped Cyril Baumber and Arthur Hickingbotham 

install the suspended ceiling. Members of the Youth Club were also involved in 

some of the early demolition work and tidying up the site when the whole 

project reached the final stages. Mary Barker helped make ceiling panels and 

mashed gallons of tea for the thirsty workers. 

Meanwhile as the modernisation took shape, engineer David Wright, assisted 

by Cyril Baumber and Chris Partridge, began building a new electronic organ 

based on a design by organ expert Alan Douglas, of Radcliffe-on-Trent. 

The key boards, swell pedal and bench were salvaged from the old organ. This 

resulted in a considerable saving and some of the organ pipes and blower were 

sold to raise money towards the estimated £250 cost of the new organ. 

A similar factory-built model would have cost well over £2,500.  

Completed a few weeks after the re-opening of the church, it was dedicated by 

Rev Stuart Burgess during a Sunday evening service and the eminent 

Nottingham organist Norman Silcock played at a special organ dedication 

concert. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/JUNIOR CHURCH by Paul Tivey 

The Sunday school played a huge part in the life of Wollaton Road, right back 

to the early days from about the 1880s when the building had to be largely 

extended in 1882. In those early days the Sunday school met twice on a 

Sunday, in the morning and then again in the afternoon. After a number of 

years it was decided to hold the Sunday school on Sunday afternoons only. 

Sadly we do not have any records of any events the Sunday school did in those 

early years, but heading up to the Second World War and the years following 

we can begin to piece together some of the events. 

The first of the year’s three main events was the Sunday school anniversary 

when all the children were dressed in their Sunday best and recited songs and 

poems based on a theme. The next event was the annual Sunday school outing 

on the famous double decker Barton’s bus to various locations such as Alton 

Towers or Newstead Abbey. Finally there were the Sunday school parties 

around Christmas time – and some of the older members will remember being 

given an orange by Mr Bettle. 

 

 



 

 Sunday School anniversary in 1956. Margaret Clifford (seen on the front left 

alongside Rev Francis J Woods), trained the children to recite their poems 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARIES IN THE 1950s. 

Junior anniversaries were held on a Sunday in May, in the morning, afternoon, 

evening and on a Monday evening. This enabled people from other churches in 

the area to come. Practices were held for the boys at the home of Elsie 

Sheldon (nee Wright) to learn the alto. The service always included a choral 

march. 

The beginners and primary section held their own anniversary for many years. 

Joyce Wright trained the children in the 1950s, followed by the other leaders in 

the primary Sunday school.  

During the 1970s it was decided that the Sunday school would be held on a 

Sunday morning at 9.30am before the morning service. The anniversaries, the 

annual outing and the parties were still taking place. 

But in 1978 it was decided to do something different for the anniversary. This 

was the start of the musicals beginning with "Joseph and his Amazing 



Technicolour Dreamcoat," followed by "Noah and his Floating Zoo," "A Grain of 

Mustard Seed," "Greater than Gold " and "Kids Praise.” 

In the late 1980s it was decided to update the Sunday school and call it The 
Junior Church. As well as a new name we also changed a lot of the events we 
organised. The musical anniversaries had now ceased and the anniversary now 
mainly comprised drama sketches based around a theme. The outings had 
discontinued and the format for the parties moved on. Instead of party games, 
we now went ten pin bowling or had a sleep-over at Church or a coach trip to 
Skegness. 

Junior Church started to meet at the same time as the morning service at 

10am. The first ten to 15 minutes was spent in the church service and then 

Junior Church went in the school room for their own activities. 

In October, 1993 a Portacabin was purchased. It was sited at the rear of the 

church and was used by the Junior Church. In 2001 we were extremely pleased 

when we were visited by the McConnel family from America and the three 

boys took part in the life of the Junior Church and they stayed with us for a 

year. 

There have many, many Sunday school and Junior Church teachers at Wollaton 

Road over its long history, far too many names to mention. But there are two 

people who ought to be singled out for a special mention - Laura Hodgkinson 

(Auntie Laura) and Jean Whittaker. 

This brings us nicely to people who held office: 

Sunday school Superintendents/Junior Church leader: Jabez Wright, William 

(Billy) Bates, Mr Dyer, Ernest Bettle, Arthur Southgate, Sidney Denton, Cyril 

Baumber, Paul Tivey. 

Primary and Beginners’ leader: Sidney Denton, Gladys Spensley, Val Monk, 

Mary Barker, Valerie Spensley, Joyce Baumber. 

Sunday school/Junior Church secretary: Arthur Hickingbotham, John Corrall, 

Paul Tivey, Anthony Wright, Tony Beardsall. 

Sunday school/Junior Church treasurer: Hilda Braisby, who was treasurer for 

over 50 years. 

Cradle roll secretary: Jean Whittaker, Sheila Kilby, Margaret Middleton, Susan 

Towlson. 



In the early 1970s there were a small group of young people who were too old 

for Sunday School. So it was decided that a young people’s group was needed. 

This was set up and run by Sue Betts, a university student who was already 

attending church. Sue was assisted by Kathy and Andrea. The group met after 

Sunday morning service and mainly consisted of a bible study.  

When Sue, Kathy and Andrea moved on after completing their university 

studies, the group was led by Neil Bourne. During Neil’s time the group went 

away to Sheringham for a weekend. 

The next young people’s group - set up in the late 1970s - was run by Audrey 

and Val Monk, assisted by David Safhill. It mainly met at their homes on a 

Sunday evening. This group lasted about three years. 

The need for a youth fellowship emerged again in the late 1980s when a group 

was set up and run by David Hopkin and Peter Davie, assisted by Paul Tivey. 

This met on Sunday afternoons and comprised a four-weekly programme. The 

group also met with other church youth fellowships and attended the MAYC 

weekends. This group continued until 1991. 

 



 

The production of Joseph in 1978 - the Sunday School's first musical 

 

 



Wollaton Road anniversary presentation of 'Noah' in May, 1979 

 

 

'Jerusalem Joy' was the Sunday School anniversary production in 1981 

 

 

 

 



Kids Praise perform 'Salty' on the Wollaton Road stage in 1986 

 

 

Junior Church members present a nativity 

 

 

The 1985 production of 'Greater Than Gold' 

 



 

Junior Church anniversary, 1998 

 

 

 

Junior Church anniversary 2001 



 

 

THE CHOIR 

Methodism was “born in song” and Wollaton Road has a strong choral 

tradition going back to the early days of Primitive Methodism. As Brian Wright 

noted in the original church website in 2007: “We are proud of our heritage 

and enjoy singing and contributing to our services of worship.” 

At that time Wollaton Road had a choir of 15 members and sang a selection of 

anthems during the church year. 

They were heard at special events and services, including a presentation of 

Saints Alive in 2000 by an enhanced Wollaton Road choir.  

A popular annual event, the Advent service, a programme of music and 

readings for the beginning of Advent, was arranged for many years by choir 

member Barbara Brown. In 2006 the choir combined with the Korean Choir 

based at Chilwell Road for a memorable evening service, led by the Rev Joseph 

Kil. 

But towards the end of 2012, it was announced that choir leader and organist 

Terry Cox had decided to stand down after serving our church faithfully for 27 

years. Soon after the choir decided to disband, feeling they were no longer 

large enough numerically to continue.  

But a tradition, continued by members of Beeston Methodist Church, was to 

sing carols at the end of Wollaton Road Church drive on the Saturday morning 

before Christmas to raise money for church charities. 

 



 

The choir in the 1970s 

 

Carol singing on the church drive in 2007 



 

Margaret Corrall, a long serving member of the choir, writes: “Wollaton Road 

has had a choir since the 1920s. Since then the following people have led the 

choir – Billy Bates, John Adcock, Arthur Southgate, Sid Denton, Cyril Spensley, 

Ian Morton, Trevor Hides, Margaret Middleton and Terry Cox. 

“Organists from the 1950s were Russell Old, Tom Sheldon, Cyril Spensley, Ian 

Morton, Nigel Sparks and Terry Cox and the choir secretaries were Barbara 

Brown, Geoff James and myself. 

“A popular event was an Easter cantata. While Mr Denton was in office they 

always took place on Good Friday or Maundy Thursday. In the 1960s it changed 

to Passion Sunday.  

“Other musical events were Advent Service, Carol Service and Christmas 

concerts. For many years the choir assisted the Junior Church with their 

various Roger Jones’ musicals. These were always enjoyed by children, choir 

and the audience when the church was always full to capacity.” 

Brian Wright recalls: “In the 1960s the Easter Cantata changed to Palm Sunday 

and the in 1980s or even 1990s to Passion Sunday. I remember doing a 

performance of A Grain of Mustard Seed conducted by Roger Jones himself in 

Birmingham and we had to perform it without the music.  We also did a 

performance of Roger Jones' musical Greater than Gold in the Albert Hall, 

Nottingham.” 

SISTERHOOD 

Joyce Wright ran the Sisterhood for many years and played the piano during 

their afternoon devotions.  

Barbara Brown (nee Willmott) says: “My mother Phebe Willmott was a long 

serving member of the Sisterhood. She made the teas and used to a buy a 

birthday card for every member.” 

Hilda Braisby – at 94 our oldest church member – began attending Wollaton 

Road when she was two. Hilda, who was born in 1925, says: “My mother, 

Annie Bonser, went to Sisterhood on Wednesdays at 3pm.  The ladies enjoyed 

meeting socially, listening to a speaker and rounding off the afternoon with a 

cup of tea and biscuits. They would also arrange outings to places like 

Skegness.   



“We then lived in Wilkinson Avenue, next to the Hodgkinson family, who 

strongly supported Wollaton Road Methodist Church. When I was two, I asked 

Mrs Hodgkinson, whom I called Aunty Nellie, to take me with her to Sunday 

School. I can still recall my early years in the Sunday School – sitting on little 

chairs with the rest of the children in the vestry.”  

Hilda attended Church Street School from the age of five and when she was 11 

passed a scholarship to Brincliffe County Girls’ Grammar School in Nottingham.   

Hilda left school at 15 and spent many years working at Bartons. The 

shorthand and typing she learned at college proved useful at church. When 

Mrs Starling died, Hilda became secretary of the trust and took the minutes at 

the trustees’ meetings.  

Hilda also enjoyed playing the piano at services and was a long serving Sunday 

School teacher.     

Footnote: The first Wollaton Road website said: “Although we describe 

ourselves as the Sisterhood, we welcome gentlemen to enjoy our time of 

fellowship together.” I wonder if any men were brave enough to join? 

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION 

This was started by Mrs Ada Morrell in the 1950s to enable parents with 

children in the Sunday School to get to know the teachers. Outings and 

concerts were organised and when Mrs Morrell retired, Barbara Brown 

became secretary of the PTA. 

YOUTH CLUB  

“There has been a youth club associated with Wollaton Road Methodist 

Church for about 30 years from the 1950s to the 1980s,” writes Paul Tivey. “It 

is more than likely the first one was organised and run by Val Monk and he was 

followed by Cyril Baumber.  

“The youth club was then run by John and Irene Davie, assisted by Joyce and 

Doug Wright, and during this time the venture really came into its own. The 

youth club met during the week and on a Sunday evening. On Sundays, club 

members had to attend the evening service before going onto the home of 

John and Irene. This was also the time when the club attended the MAYC 

weekends in London and went on two holidays to Mundesley and Guernsey, 

After John and Irene stepped down, the club was run by Margaret and John 

Corrall. There was also a youth club football team. In the early mid 1970s John 



Davie was asked to re-start the youth club assisted by Mick Towlson. After 

John Davies retired from the role, I came in to join Mick in running the club 

assisted by Jill Oakland (Cocking), Anne Baumber and Geoff Phillips. 

“Around this time the club was split into two groups - the junior and senior 

clubs. There were some special occasions when the youth club organised a 12-

hour sponsored disco and a sponsored bike ride. During this time both groups 

met on a Monday and Wednesday evenings to socialise.” 

SUNDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP 

In the 1950s, a group of members began to meet after the Sunday evening 

service for house fellowship. This soon developed into a flourishing outreach 

group and regular visits were made to minister firstly to a local Cheshire Home 

and then to various old people’s complexes. Regular social activities/visits and 

car rallies were also arranged. 

Every year a Christmas dinner was organised with entertainment. As the 

kitchen facilities were not convenient to cook the hot items on the menu, they 

were cooked in various people’s homes, then transported to church by car. 

The weekly outreach continued until 2006 when sadly the fellowship had 

become too depleted to carry on. 

EVENTS SINCE THE 1980S  

CHURCH CENTENARY, 1982 

In 1982 the church celebrated its centenary with a series of special events. One 

of the highlights was a three-day flower festival held on September 11, 12 and 

13. 

In that month’s edition of the church magazine Outlook, one of the main 

organisers Ada Morrell wrote: “We are hoping for a full church on September 

12 when our special preacher will be our former minister the Rev Douglas J 

Ford. Meals will be available each day and it would be a great help to the 

Catering Committee if meals can be ordered in advance. Mrs Joyce Wright is in 

charge of catering and would be pleased to receive your order in good time. 

“We hope you will encourage your friends and acquaintances to come along. 

The aim of the flower festival is to show our gratitude to those who during the 

last 100 years, worked for the church we love, and have now passed to their 

reward.” 



Mrs Morrell ended her article by appealing to anyone to lend a bucket or large 

container to help store the vast array of festival flowers. 

 

 

The front cover of Outlook during the centenary year in 1982  

A souvenir guide helped visitors to follow the 34 arrangements in sequence. 

Two of the first displays paid tribute to William Turner, builder of the church, 

and Jabez Wright, the founder member who suggested starting a ragged 

Sunday School.  

Arrangement No 8 thanked Arthur Corrall for stoking the coke fired boiler and 

“doing his best to ensure that the church was adequately heated during the 

winter months.” His wife Mary was also thanked in flowers for her interest in 

the church and having been a “worthy member of our Sisterhood.” 

Among others acknowledged in the arrangements were Mr and Mrs Wright 

and their daughter Mrs Elsie Sheldon; Mr and Mrs Baumber (Cyril’s parents); 

former Sunday School superintendent and one time choirmaster Arthur 

Southgate; Arthur Hickingbottom, who served as a teacher, treasurer and 

secretary of the Sunday School for 30 years and Mrs  Gladys Spensley, 

described as an indefatigable worker in the church and a loyal choir member, 

noted for singing duets and solos. 

Arrangements were also dedicated to Mr and Mrs A Bonser and founder 

members Mr and Mrs John Bettle and family. They were staunch Primitive 

Methodists – John, who was Wollaton Road’s first Sunday School 

superintendent, refused to attend railway union meetings on Sundays.  

Other floral tributes acknowledged the loyal service of Mr and Mrs E 

Hodgkinson, who were caretakers of the church for a number of years, and the 



Willmott family (when the centenary was held in 1982 the current members 

were Mrs Phoebe Willmott and her daughter Mrs Barbara Brown). 

John Corrall was one of many who praised the flower festival. In the October 

edition of Outlook, he wrote: “Many weeks of careful planning culminated in a 

final presentation of which I am sure the whole church is justly proud. The 

impact created by the various arrangements as one entered the church was 

truly magnificent and how professional each arrangement looked.” 

Paying tribute to Ada and Harry Morrell for “masterminding” the large-scale 

operation, he revealed that during the festival the couple had slept on the 

premises to ensure the displays were not subject to vandalism. 

A month before the flower festival took place, the then Wollaton Road 

minister the Rev U Ba Ohn and his wife returned In Burma.  Taking over in 

September, 1982 was a young minister, the Rev Fred Ireland. 

 

 

A Wollaton Road production in the 1980s. Picture by Peter Cooke 

 



Other events to celebrate 100 years of Wollaton Road included a strawberry 

tea, a harvest thanksgiving service led by the Rev David T Jones (son of the late 

Rev Tom Jones) and a centenary exhibition of historical items. This was 

followed by a celebration party for nearly 200 people when a centenary cake, 

bearing a picture of the church, was cut. The preacher at a centenary 

thanksgiving service on November 15, 1982 was the District Chairman the Rev 

Brian Greet and prayers were led by Rev Edgar Nicholson. 

The successful programme of centenary events attracted people from near and 

far, including a surprise visit by the Rev Eric Drakeford, who dropped in on his 

way from Canada to Chesterfield. 

Centenary year also boosted funds, enabling the church to buy a new piano 

and allocate money to clear and landscape the land at the rear of the church. 

The year 1984 brought a disastrous fire which completely destroyed the Swiss 

Mill factory and presented a real threat to Wollaton Road Church. The end wall 

facing the road - and directly opposite the church - became unsafe and was in 

serious danger of collapsing. Had it fallen outwards it would almost certainly 

have demolished the front of the church, which was continuously drenched 

with water from the fire hoses to cool it down. As it was, the paint on the 

doors was badly blistered and cracks were caused to the brickwork. It was by 

the grace of God that the church was spared. 

A dramatic photograph, showing the blaze at its height, was presented to the 

church by the Chief Fire Officer Peter Wilson. It is displayed in the church 

lobby. 

 



 

The night in 1984 when Wollaton Methodist Church came close to 

destruction. Firemen are seen drenching the church with water from the fire 

hoses to cool it down at the height of the Swiss Mill factory blaze. 

Members of the Junior Church were involved in an outreach effort in 1995, 

handing out leaflets near Sainsbury’s and inviting shoppers to bring youngsters 

to church on Sunday mornings. 

Early in 1996 the Rev Richard Atkinson, then minister of Wollaton Road, 

announced that an Alpha course would be run after Easter. 

During that year the church also decided to allocate a £2,000 bequest from the 

estate of the late Gladys Simpson towards the cost of the kitchen and 

schoolroom refurbishment.  

In 1998, a recipe book launched by Junior Church sold like hot cakes and a 

farewell presentation was made to the Rev Richard Atkinson, his wife Louise 

and their children Ben and Frances before the family moved to Clitheroe, 

Lancashire.  

A service, led by the Rev John Hudson, was held to welcome Deacon Geoff 

Tamblin and his wife Carol to Beeston. Geoff would be working with the Rev 



Mike Cassidy as part of a team ministry involving the four Beeston churches, 

including Wollaton Road. 

Work went ahead on a £45,000 scheme to upgrade toilets and refurbish the 

kitchen under the able stewardship of Cyril Baumber, John Corrall, Terry Cox 

and Colin Sharpe. A celebration lunch was held to mark the completion of the 

project and a £640 boost towards the development came from a successful 

auction with 170 lots going under the hammer in three hours. 

In 2000 the Rev Stuart Burgess and his wife Elizabeth received a warm 

welcome when the President of the Methodist Conference made a return visit 

to Beeston. 

That notable year brought another highlight in the life of church – the Beeston 

Bygones Millennium Exhibition, which attracted more than 1,000 visitors to 

Wollaton Road over three days and raised £1,200 towards vital repairs to the 

church roof. 

Opening the event, broadcaster and local personality Colin Slater paid tribute 

to the vast amount of work put in by exhibitors and helpers to stage such a 

wide-ranging exhibition. 

Guests at the exhibition included the Mayor of Broxtowe Councillor Roger 

Collins and his escort Wilf Hastings and the chairman of the Nottingham and 

Derby District the Rev Wesley Blakey. 

In a thank you letter to the team of support staff, John Corrall said: “For me 

the highlight was to see so many faces we hadn’t seen for many years and to 

listen to the buzz which was all around the church from the moment we 

opened to when we closed.” 

 

 

 

 



 

Hilda, Margaret, Audrey and Paul with Wollaton Road memorabilia displayed 

for the exhibition in 2000. 

In March 2002, a grand concert, arranged by Terry Cox and Ray Key, saw 

Wollaton Road filled to capacity to hear special guest organists and Harmony 

Incorporated play and sing to celebrate the inauguration of the church’s new 

digital organ. 

In November 2001, the church took the first steps towards transforming a 

rather shabby approach to the entrance by giving the go-ahead for a new 

landscaping/gardening scheme. A committee, led by Cyril Baumber, co-

ordinated the £10,000 project to relay the drive and ramp the fire exit. They 

were helped by Amanda Blicq, of Groundwork Greater Nottingham, who drew 

up the original plans, which were subsequently modified to create the much-

admired final design seen today. 

Cyril recalled: “Having just spent nearly £60,000 on refurbishing the kitchen, 

toilets and schoolroom, plus replacing our electronic organ, we felt it was a tall 

order to ask our church members to meet the cost of the project. So we 

decided to approach a number of local organisations to request funds and this 

proved most successful.” 



Grants were received from WREN Waste Recycling, the Co-operative 

Wholesale Society, Broxtowe Communities Fund, Broxtowe Area Forum, 

Beeston Rotary Club and private donations. 

In August 2002, a group of church volunteers cleared the site of the old slabs 

and removed the existing shrubs. The following month the contractors moved 

on site to start marking out the “serpentine drive” and begin laying the 

attractive pattern of block paving. 

In November a team of volunteers planted the new shrubs, covered the rest of 

the area in weed-supressing green slate and added three large rocks as an 

added feature.  

Today the site has matured and remains attractive to passers-by.    

The Rev Doug Hoskin and his wife Jennie arrived from Australia in the summer 

of 2003 for a two-year stay in Beeston. After making a positive contribution to 

the life of the church, the couple wrote a fascinating article for Outlook, telling 

how they returned home the long way round – travelling across Russia, Siberia, 

Mongolia, China, Hong Kong and eventually to Australia. 

Our new minister the Rev Gerald Liu broke new ground during his two years in 

Beeston before returning to America. His innovative projects included a 

Christmas Eve communion service in a local pub and holding a dawn service to 

celebrate Easter Sunday – the latter event is now a regular part of Easter 

activities for Beeston Methodist Church. 

The big news in 2006 was an exploratory approach by a developer agent, 

acting on behalf of a retailer, to find out if the Church Council would consider 

selling Wollaton Road Methodist Church. Seeking a one-acre site, the 

developer had already approached the owners of the adjacent Commercial 

pub and a disused factory behind the church. The proposal was rejected and 

the Circuit Superintendent the Rev Neil Stacey wrote to the developer 

confirming that Wollaton Road was not “for sale.” 

The preacher for anniversary services that year was former minister the Rev 

Ken Stokes, who was involved in a joint venture to build a combined Anglican 

and Methodist Church in Salford. 

A marvellous project came to an end in April, 2007 when the last church lunch 

was served. Grateful diners said “thank you” to John and Margaret Corrall and 

their loyal team of helpers for providing 46 luscious lunches during the 



previous eight years. The profit from the lunches between 2001 and 2007 was 

given to church funds to offset the cost of the refurbishment of the toilets and 

kitchen and decorating the schoolroom. Profit from one lunch each year was 

given towards the annual church charity.  

In September, 2007, the Rev Chris Gray took pastoral responsibility for 

Wollaton Road while continuing as the minister for Chilwell Road and Rylands, 

where he had served since 2004. 

He initiated moves by the Methodist Churches in Beeston and Chilwell to work 

closer together. Writing in Outlook, he said: “A small team is about to begin 

the task of seeing whether a new building on a new site is a feasible 

proposition. It will be interesting and exciting to see if progress is made.” 

The following month a special edition of Outlook centred on Wollaton Road’s 

125th anniversary during the weekend of November 17 and 18. Saturday’s 

event included a public exhibition, officially opened by the Rev Chris Gray in 

the presence of the Mayor of Broxtowe Coun Brian Wombwell, who had fond 

memories of being a youth club member at Wollaton Road in 1956 with John 

Corrall, Tony Beardsall and David Wright. 

People flocked to church to see the beautiful flower arrangements, created by 

Sheila Kilby and her team (Mary Higgins, Barbara Brown and Hayley Bond). A 

series of displays was also staged by church groups and local organisations. 

Great interest was shown in the church history stand, compiled by Colin and 

June Sharpe, which contained some artefacts on public view for the first time. 

People also enjoyed looking at albums of photographs on the junior church 

display, compiled by Paul Tivey while the fascinating display covering the 

history of the 17th Nottingham Boys Brigade (co-ordinated by Tony and Jean 

Hudson) attracted lots of attention. 

Guests came from near and far to attend the reunion tea and two birthday 

cakes, made by Mavis Lowe, were cut by the oldest and youngest members – 

Phoebe Willmott and Adam Walker. 

 



 

The cake made by Mavis Lowe to celebrate Wollaton Road’s 125th 

anniversary in 2007. Picture by Peter Jordan 

Once the tables were cleared everyone enjoyed two hours of singalong 

entertainment provided by Trevor Lee. Special services on Sunday morning and 

evening were led by former minister the Rev Fred Ireland.   

In 2008, the children’s charity NCH presented a plaque to members of the 

Beeston and Chilwell NCH Support Group in recognition of “60 years of 

dedicated service to vulnerable children, young people and their families in 

Nottinghamshire.” In September of that year, the charity - founded in 1869 - 

changed its name to Action for Children. 

At an important event in 2010, entitled Envision, members of Methodist 

churches in Beeston and Chilwell area, were consulted on the level of 

commitment they could offer one another. 

Two years later, after careful reflection, Clarke’s Lane, Chilwell Road and 

Wollaton Road Churches (and later Queen’s Road) committed themselves to 

the vision of a new church on a single site. 

The Fine Dining Club made a one-off return in March, 2013 to raise £360 for 

the Queenswood minibus appeal and the Forever Angels orphanage in 



Tanzania, in which two younger members Rachel and Hannah Towlson would 

play a prominent part. 

Outlook reported some sad news – the Church Council had regrettably decided 

to withdraw regular evening services at Wollaton Road from May 26, 2013.  

On September 1, 2014, four Methodist churches -Wollaton Road, Chilwell 

Road, Clarke’s Lane and Queen’s Road – took the momentous step to unite and 

form a single society known as Beeston Methodist Church. 

A new and challenging journey was underway, bringing together the 

commitment, energies and resources of a large group of people, who started 

worshiping together for morning services at Chilwell Road from Easter, 2016.  

Combined evening services were held at Wollaton Road. 

The final morning service at Wollaton Road took place on Sunday, March 20, 

2016 when the preacher was Tony Richmond. 

During the past decade many locations in central Beeston were considered as 

potential sites to build a new BMC church but none fully met our needs.  So, in 

2017, the BMC Church Council decided to go ahead with a major 

redevelopment of the Chilwell Road premises. To help fund this project, it was 

necessary during in 2018 to put two of our churches – Queen’s Road and 

Wollaton Road – on the market. 

A thanksgiving weekend will be held at Wollaton Road on Saturday, May 18 

and Sunday, May 19. Saturday’s activities will include a coffee morning and in 

the afternoon a buffet tea will be attended by former and present church 

members. Church archives will be on display. On Sunday, May 19, the Rev Chris 

Gray has been invited to lead the final service of thanksgiving.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHURCH PROJECTS 

Wollaton Road can be proud of the many projects it has initiated during its 

long history. Here’s a summary of some of those schemes (the list is not 

comprehensive).   

TODDLER GROUP 

Following the church modernisation in 1970. It was decided there was a need 

for a toddler group. It was started by the then Minister’s wife Elizabeth Burgess 

assisted by Margaret Corrall and Janet Wright and was quite successful for a 

number of years. After a short break Valerie Wright and Margaret Safhill 

continued with the group. In the late 1980s/early 1990s, Margaret Middleton 

started the group - and again this proved to be another success.  

Following the death of Margaret, John and Irene Davie took it over. This 

toddler group ran for about ten years or so until John and Irene decided to 

retire. In 2009 the church decided to start up another toddler group called 

"Little Acorns.” Initially it was run by Kevin Hill, then by Jane Williams and 

finally by Paul Tivey, assisted by Jemma Baldry. 

All the toddler groups were and are a good place where mums and carers can 

meet together and have a chat over refreshments. The project also provides 

opportunities for toddlers and young children to start to interact with others 

and learn to share the many toys and games.  

"Little Acorns Toddler Group" is still going strong with 25 to 30 youngsters, plus 

adults, attending every week. 

OUTLOOK 

When the church magazine Outlook was launched in June, 1969, few people 

ever imagined it would run to over 500 editions. During its long history there 

were only three editors, Douglas Wright, Colin Sharpe and John Corrall (ably 

assisted by his wife Margaret).  

Outlook was first published in the days before photo-copiers and commuters 

were commonplace. The magazine cover was created on a home printing press 

and Douglas Wright and Colin Sharpe, who jointly edited the publication, 

began by typing every contribution offered to them. When all the items were 

assembled the whole document was re-typed on to stencils, proof read and 



corrected. Eventually the whole package was collated and run off on a 

duplicator, turned initially by hand but later electrically powered.  

The 300th edition in 1995 thanked Terry Cox for re-designing the front cover 

and a foreword from the Minister, Rev Richard Atkinson, praised the high 

standard maintained by the magazine, describing it as readable, informative, 

entertaining and enduring. He also emphasised Outlook’s importance in 

keeping everyone informed about the many activities at Wollaton Road and 

the wider community. 

The first issue produced on a computer was in February, 1998. By February 

2000, John Corrall was using a desktop publisher to edit the magazine. 

Over the years, Outlook’s pages recorded the passing of many faithful friends, 

including three great Wollaton Road characters, Laura Hodgkinson, Joe Hughes 

and Harry Morrell. 

Mrs Hodgkinson – affectionately known to many as Aunty Laura – died in 

Broadgate Nursing Home, Beeston nursing home, aged 94.  

A large congregation gathered at the church on February 16, 1999 to say 

“farewell” to Joe Hughes, who died, aged 101. A truly remarkable man, he 

fought at the Somme during the First World War. He savoured every moment 

of peacetime and he loved to paint and grow sweet peas in his garden. 

The March, 2000 edition contained tributes to Harry Morrell, who died aged 

86. His sure and steadfast faith carried him through terrible experiences in the 

Far East during the Second World War and many will recall how Harry often 

injected a spirited note into the service by urging us to repeat the last verse of 

a hymn or by asking God to bless the preacher and their loved ones. 

The last issue of the much-loved Outlook – Number 502 – appeared in January, 

2015. From February of that year, the magazine was incorporated into the 

Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter, which John continues to edit.  

FUNDRAISING FOR CHARITY 

Wollaton Road has a long tradition of supporting charities. Fundraising events 

have been organised since the early days of the church and during recent 

decades, many memorable activities have generated thousands of pounds for 

good causes at home and abroad.   



A very popular money-making event was the annual mini market held every 

May. The highlight was the sale of bedding plants, grown by members and a 

nursery near Stanford Hall in Leicestershire.    

A Victorian Market in November, 1996 saw our ladies resplendent in mob caps 

and crisp aprons and gentlemen in waistcoats and top hats. They were 

supported by a town crier exhorting passers-by to avail themselves of Wollaton 

Road bargains. The worthwhile result was £419 raised for Hayward House and 

church funds. 

Two regulars on the Wollaton Road charity calendar – the Christmas and 

summer fair – plus many other events have, over the years, generated 

thousands of pounds for charity. 

In 2006 Wollaton Road was filled with uplifting musical sounds as the church 

hosted a visit from the Salvation Army’s William Booth Memorial Band. They 

concluded their programme with a world premiere performance of a march 

specially written for the band by former Nottingham Forest goalkeeper Steve 

Sutton. This was one of many memorable charity concerts held at the church. 

When Colin Sharpe was church treasurer, he encouraged Wollaton Road to 

raise funds for a charity now known as Embrace the Middle East.  Thanks to 

Tony and Maureen Beardsall that support and ongoing sponsorship of Yasmina 

has continued.     

PORTACABIN 

The portable building, acquired through the good offices of Colin Sharpe, was a 

useful church asset for a number of years. Sited at the rear of the premises, it 

provided additional space for the Junior Church, a venue for meetings when 

the church and school room was occupied and towards the end of its life was a 

temporary “home” for the Parish Pantry project, providing hot meals and basic 

snacks for homeless people. This project, originally started by Beeston Parish 

Church, moved in 2010 to the headquarters of Hope, housed in the former 

Boundary Road United Reformed Church in Boundary Road, Beeston. 

KNIT AND NATTER GROUP  

Started in January, 2014, the Knit and Natter Group quickly became well 

established. It began during a few evenings making decorations for the 

Christmon tree. Barbara Brown and Mary Higgins had a word with Muriel 



Barrett. She thought it was a very good idea and it was arranged to meet every 

Monday afternoon. 

The ladies have made various things, beginning with teddy bears for a 

children’s home in the Holy Land after Muriel’s visit there. They also made 

glove puppets and items for Christmas and Easter and hats and mitts for shoe 

boxes. An array of items made for the craft stall at the church fairs raised 

money for the church charities.  

All the ladies enjoy their drinks, biscuits and chatter and they welcome anyone 

who would like to join them. The group is now known as Knit, Natter, Craft and 

Sew. 

CHURCH WALKING GROUP 

Formed by John Corrall, the first walk on March 24, 1998 featured the 

Longshaw Estate in Derbyshire. There were just seven participants – John 

Corrall, Colin and June Sharpe, Cyril and Joyce Baumber and Joyce and Douglas 

Wright. 

Interest grew rapidly and the group is still going strong. On the third Tuesday 

of each month, up to 25 walkers tackle a pleasant walk of up to six miles 

somewhere in the East Midlands. 

Walks are undertaken at a leisurely pace with stops for coffee and a picnic 

lunch. Drivers kindly offer to take fellow walkers and in 2018 the group 

celebrated its 20th anniversary. During that time the group have completed 

more than 220 walks and raised a substantial amount for charity. On only five 

occasions has the walk had to be called off for bad weather. The group is now 

co-ordinated by Heather Brough, who has launched shorter walks to 

complement the longer ones. 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

Since 1971, the coffee mornings held each Saturday morning at Wollaton Road 

from 10am until noon have been a popular part of Beeston’s social scene. 

For decades, people have converged on first the church and then the school 

room since 1972 to enjoy friendly fellowship while savouring a well-made, 

reasonable priced coffee or cup of tea with a biscuit or two. At the same time, 

they have helped raise thousands of pounds for worthwhile causes because 

once a month the proceeds from coffee mornings benefit Beeston Methodist 

Church charities. 



OTHER ORGANISATIONS USING THE PREMISES 

Following the refurbishment of the church kitchen, toilets and schoolroom in 

1999, Wollaton Road welcomed various organisations who hired our premises. 

These have included the Dixie Derby Dance Group, an art group, Country 

Market, singing groups, Brownies, Slimming World and the Nottingham 

Immanuel Christian Fellowship. 

CHURCH ARTEFACTS:   

 



 

The Wooden Cross at Wollaton Road 

Mounted on the north wall of the church and just to the right of the pulpit, is a 

cross from dark wood cut from an old stretcher pole donated by the Beeston 

Division of the St John Ambulance Brigade. The upright of the cross is the 



centre of the pole and the two arms were made from the stretcher handles. 

The cross was made for the church in 1983 by Norman Grimes, a former 

Divisional Superintendent of St John and a church steward for many years. 

The old stretcher has its own history, being used to carry one of the first 

casualties in the Chilwell Depot explosion during the First World War. 

 

CONCLUSION 

I have enjoyed compiling this personal history of Wollaton Road. If there are 

errors of fact or notable omissions, the author is entirely responsible. 

But in going through the archives, I came across so many names, indeed 

generations of faithful members and ministers, who have contributed to the 

life of a much-loved church. We remember with thanks their commitment and 

loyal service. 

Sometimes our outreach has extended well beyond Beeston. For example, in 

2012, the then minister Colin Barrett and his wife Muriel, took a party of 22 

people to visit Nuedorf in Germany, where the couple had previously worked. 

Returning from the enjoyable trip, Colin wrote: “We feel very much at home at 

Wollaton Road. You are a lovely group of Christians with a heart for mission 

and outreach . . .”  

We hope that spirit will long continue under the Beeston Methodist Church 

banner. . . 

TIMELINE OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF WOLLATON ROAD 

1853 

The Beeston Primitive Methodist Society buys a small Baptist Church on 

Butcher Lane (now Wollaton Road) for £170. 

1882:  

The old chapel is demolished and the foundation stones laid for the present 

Wollaton Road Methodist Church. 

1932  

The various Methodist denominations come together as part of the Methodist 

Union. 



1939 

Influential evangelical preacher the Rev Tom Jones becomes pastor of 

Wollaton Road Methodist Church. 

1970 

The church is comprehensively modernised with most of the structural work 

undertaken by a volunteer group, comprising church members. 

1971 

A new electronic organ, made by David Wright and Cyril Baumber, replaces the 

old pipe organ. 

1982 

Wollaton Road Church celebrates its centenary. 

1999  

Refurbishment of the church kitchen, toilets and schoolroom 

2001 

The church launches its own website – thanks to the enterprising effort of 

Brian Wright and others. In the first 19 days, it achieves well over 3000 hits. 

2001 

A new digital electronic church organ is installed in November,2001 and an 

inaugural concert given by a group of distinguished Nottingham organists in 

March, 2002. 

2003  

New church driveway dedicated 

2006 

The church buys computer equipment to enable some service content to be 

projected on to a screen for the first time. 

2007 

The church celebrates its 125th anniversary. 

2014 

Wollaton Road becomes part of Beeston Methodist Church (BMC). 



 

2016 

The final morning service is held at Wollaton Road on March 20, 2016.  

Beeston Methodist Church starts worshipping together from Easter Sunday, 

2016 

2019 

May 18/19 

Thanksgiving weekend with special activities and a final act of worship. 

 

 

 

Members of the coffee morning team, Barbara, Margaret, Hilda, Joyce and 

June, pictured in the refurbished kitchen in 2007. 

 

 

 

 



 

LIST OF MINISTERS 

1882-1885 Rev Thomas Granger 

1885-1886 Rev S Antcliff 

1886 -1887 Rev J Dobson 

1887-1889 Rev Joseph Wood 

1889-1890 Rev Thomas Randall 

1890-1891 Rev John R Tanner 

1891-1895 Rev Benjamin Fell 

1895-1887 Rev John Wenn 

1897-1900 Rev Edward Hancox 

1900-1904 Rev E Jones 

1904-1909 Rev Chas F Gill 

1909-1914 Rev E W Pope 

1914-1916 Rev Robert W Keighley 

1916-1918 Rev Harry Aldridge 

1918-1920 Rev T R Auty 

1920-1925 Rev J J Hutchinson 

1925-1930 Rev G A Morgan 

1930-1934 Rev W Herrick 

1934-1937 Rev James Saxton 

1937-1939 Rev J R Maughan (Rev F G Starling) 

1939-1942 Rev J L Stafford (Rev S Rees Strongman) 

1942-1944 Rev W Cass 

1944-1948 Rev Iram G Wall 

1948-1950 Rev Norman A Eastwood 



1950-1956 Rev Francis J Woods 

1956-57 Rev Eric M Drakeford 

1957-1958 Rev Douglas J Ford 

1958-1961 Rev Alfred Hopwood 

1961-1962 Rev W Peter Stephens 

1962-1964 Rev Raymond A H Lansley 

1964-1968 Rev Keith Handscomb 

1968-1973 Rev Stuart J Burgess 

1973-1976 Rev David J Bryon 

1976-1981 Rev Beryl E Lucas 

1981-1982 Rev U Ba Ohn 

1982-1985 Rev Fred Ireland 

1985-1986 Rev Edgar H Nicholson 

1986-1993 Rev Kenneth Stokes 

1993-1998 Rev Richard Atkinson 

1998-2004 Rev Mike Cassidy and Deacon Geoff Tamblin (1998-2003) 

2004-2005 Rev Doug Hoskin 

2006-2007 Rev Gerald Liu 

2007-2011 Rev Chris Gray 

2011-2016 Rev Colin Barrett 

2016 -         Rev Matt Fugill 

2017 -         Rev Ali Jones    

@The Rev Tom Jones does not appear in the list because he was an 

independent pastor, not a Methodist minister.   

 

 

 



Grateful thanks: 

David Lowe wishes to thank the many people who gave generously of their 

time and shared their memories to help me compile this document. He 

appreciates the assistance of the Ministerial team and especially thanks Neil 

and Sarah Butcher for their help in enabling the material to appear on the 

Beeston Methodist Church website. 

Church archivist Paul Tivey have given the project sustained support and 

allowed me to draw heavily on his considerable collection of historical material 

and photographs. Paul was secretary of Wollaton Road Sunday School (later re-

named Junior Church) from 1982 until the formation of Beeston Methodist 

Church, which he continues to serve. 

Invaluable support has also come from John and Margaret Corrall, who met at 

Wollaton Road Sunday School as children and have actively worked for the 

church with their friends for many years.   

The Wollaton Road Timeline and sections of the text owes much to the 

historical material lovingly gathered by the late Colin Sharpe, former church 

treasurer. Useful information also came from the Wollaton Road website, 

initially compiled by Brian Wright. 

Reference sources include The History of Methodism in Nottingham by G H 

Harwood, published by John Ellis, 1872 and Margaret Cooper’s excellent 

booklet, Seeking to Serve, A Centenary History of Chilwell Road Methodist 

Church, published in 2002. 

Two dedicated members Cyril and Joyce Baumber kindly read my early draft 

and Cyril, a former superintendent of the Wollaton Road Sunday School, who 

worked on the church modernisation scheme and subsequent church 

improvements, provided valuable information. 

The author also appreciates the help given by many church members, including 

Barbara Brown, Hilda Braisby, Audrey Monk, June Sharpe, Sue and Mick 

Towlson, Eric and Christine Walker and Tony and Maureen Beardsall. 

     

 

 

 


