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BMC Newsletter — July/August 2023

Mission Possible? Mission accomplished!

We’ve done it — well done everyone! Thanks to a combination of gift days and
fund-raising events such as concerts, family breakfasts and a sponsored swim,
we have reached our target! With the news just in that planning permission has
been granted, we now move on to getting the building work underway as soon
as possible, although there are still a few more fundraising events to come.

In this month’s newsletter, we celebrate reaching our fundraising target. Last
month, our former member and local preacher Sarah Butcher was ordained as a
Methodist minister. Read her ‘ordinand story’, which appeared on the Methodist
website, to learn more about a journey towards the ministry. Robert Dawson
also tells us about this year’s holiday to South Shields organised by Pat Shirra.

Have a good summer everyone. The next issue of the newsletter will be available
in September.

Mark Ramsey — Editor

Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter — July/August 2023

Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter is published monthly by Beeston Method-
ist Church. Any articles or opinions expressed within are not necessarily the opin-
ion or policy of Beeston Methodist Church. Any articles without a credited author
have been adapted by the editor from the credited source. To view the newslet-
ter pdf as a booklet in Adobe Acrobat Reader, select View/Page Display/Two
Page View and Show Cover Page. Similar options are available in other viewers.

Any articles for inclusion in the September issue should be emailed by 16th Au-
gust to newsletter@beestonmethodist.church. Articles may be edited for space.

Beeston Methodist Church

Web: www.beestonmethodist.church

Email: office@beestonmethodist.church

Tel: 01159431164

Minister: Rev Christine Fox office@beestonmethodist.church
Newsletter editor: Mark Ramsey newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
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Minister’s message

What a year we have all been through —and | know some of you have experi-
enced events in your lives that have been even harder to bear than the things we
have been through together in our church context. As my ‘sitting down’ draws
rapidly nearer some words of St Paul encourage me, and | hope will encourage

you too.

We are experiencing trouble on every side, but are not crushed; we are per-
plexed, but not driven to despair; we are persecuted, but not abandoned;
we are knocked down, but not destroyed, always carrying around in our
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in
our body.

(2 Corinthians: 4:8-10, NEB)

Some have said to me that we have grown closer this last year —and it seems to
me that if we trust Paul’s belief, that through our willingness to die with Christ to
all that is life-destroying, then in the unity of the Spirit of God, the revealing of
Jesus that results will bring us life, and that life will also be seen by anyone that

God sends to us.

| believe this to be true as we see new people joining us almost every week; it is
the life of Jesus present among us that is so attractive. I’'m convinced that your
new Minister Andrew will see Jesus here, as you love and support him and his

family as you have done me.

As Keith and | move away | will miss you all very much, but the memories will re-
main, and we aren’t far — so do visit if you are passing Bingham

God be with you 'til we meet again.

Rev Christine
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Update from the Leadership Team

Our June meeting agenda was full but not as hectic as sometimes. We welcomed
Serena Lindsay to her first meeting as a member of the team. We are looking for-
ward to our new Minister, Rev Andrew Checkley, arriving in September.

We would like to say once again what a privilege it has been having Rev Christine
Fox as our Minister during the interim period — we have gained much from her
support, encouragement, positivity and preaching. Thank you, Christine, and we
hope and pray that retirement will hold many exciting new adventures for you
and yours.

We continue to think about how to make our Sunday worship as comfortable
and welcoming as possible for everyone. Each Sunday morning the stewards will
prepare two areas to be kept available for people in wheelchairs and their carers
to use — usually these will be the transept area by the pigeon holes, and at the
back on the other side (both the open space by the door and that side of the
back pew), so that there is a more flexible space for anyone who needs it. A
steward and/or welcoming steward will sit in or near these areas in order to
offer assistance as needed. Members of the Caring & Nurture Group met recent-
ly with staff from Goodman House next door and had a really positive conversa-
tion which they will share with you soon.

We also agreed that the church Bibles should be returned to the pews and chairs
(they were removed during the pandemic) so that members of the congregation
are able to make use of them during the services. We do not have sufficient hym-
nbooks in order to be able to do the same thing, but please be aware we have
hymnbooks which you can use if you prefer this to reading from the screen. We
have word and music copies, and we also have large print hymnbooks and Bibles
for use — please take one, or ask the welcoming stewards, if you would like to use
one of these.

During our meeting we agreed to go through our Beeston Methodist Church
2020-23 Mission Plan, in preparation for its full review in the autumn. Our com-
ments will be going to Jenny Weir (Church Council Secretary), as will comments
from all of BMC’s Committees and Action Groups. If anyone else from within the
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congregation would like to see a copy of the Mission Plan or make any comments
of their own, they would be gratefully received.

Sally Ramsey, on behalf of the Leadership Team

Update from the Worship Team

The BMC Worship Team met recently to discuss arrangements for the Sep-Nov
Plan, and also to consider other worship related matters.

During June we completed a series of 4 morning services exploring the book of
Revelation for Bible Month. This was a challenging undertaking for both preach-
ers and congregation, but there was some useful resource material available to
direct our thinking. Hopefully, we have all gained something from taking a closer
look at a book of the Bible that most of us avoid, we have discovered some rele-
vance for us today, and we might be encouraged to take another look! The Wor-
ship Group will consider organising themed preaching again in the future, so if
you have any ideas for suitable topics then please let me know.

On Sunday 9th July our minister Christine will be taking her final morning service
at BMC, and her Circuit Farewell service will be on Sunday 30th July 4pm at King-
swood. The Circuit Welcome Service for our new minister Rev Andrew Checkley,
and the new Superintendent Rev Tony Malcolm has been arranged for Saturday
2nd September 4pm also at Kingswood.

The Sunday morning service on 13th August is another Local Arrangement Serv-
ice where we will be responsible for arranging the act of worship. We would like
to involve some of the people who have joined our congregation over the last
year in this service. If you would like to get involved in the planning, then please
let me know as soon as possible.

Looking forward to the Autumn, we will be holding our Harvest Festival service, a
Service of Remembering, and possibly a White Ribbon service with Broxtowe
Women'’s Project. And then it will be Advent...

Our next meeting is on Thursday 21st September at 7.30pm and new members
with an interest in Worship related matters are welcome to join us.

Martin Weir, Chair of the Worship Team
5
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BMC Mission Possible accomplished! ~/

Beeston Methodist Church has taken a key step towards moving BMC Mission
ahead with a major modernisation project by hitting its own Possible
£200,000 fundraising target.

Mission Possible was launched by the church two years ago to show its commit-
ment towards a proposed £1.6m redevelopment scheme aimed at updating its
distinctive 120-year-old building on Chilwell Road.

Now, thanks to generous gifts from church members and strong support for a
sustained series of fundraising events, success has been achieved.

A third gift day on April 29 raised more than £21,000 and further recent dona-
tions and other fundraising, has taken the church through the £200,000 barrier.

Fundraising events have ranged from afternoon teas to a 24-hour music-a-thon,
which raised £5,000 towards the restoration and modernisation of the 1902 pipe
organ.

Musicians responded magnificently when they heard about the church plans to
give the impressive instrument a complete overhaul as part of the redevelop-
ment project.

About 75 local musicians stepped up one weekend last August to perform in half
hour slots throughout the day and night, filling the church with music for 24
hours.

The rolling programme of fundraising events has included a craft fair, family
breakfasts before the start of Sunday services, afternoon teas, a quiz, a sale of
scarves and handbags, a carol concert by the Salvation Army Band, a dinner and
talk by a former President of the Methodist church, fine dining evenings, tombo-
la stalls and a sponsored swim.

More cash was generated by backing the Beeston Garden Trail, selling unwanted
Christmas presents, organising open house events, supporting the Ride and
Stride walk, a church family concert and a series of organ recitals.

Chris Bridges, chair of the BMC Redevelopment Group, said, “Hitting our
£200,000 target is an important milestone. We can now move forward with con-
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fidence and take the necessary steps to get the building work underway as soon
as possible.”

After years deliberating over various redevelopment schemes, the church pro-

poses a programme of essential work to maintain the fabric of the building for

the next few decades. Re-slating and insulating the church roof, double glazing
windows and installing a new heating system, will reduce heating bills. The cof-
fee bar area will also be upgraded.

The cost of the improvements will be largely met from money received from the
sale of Methodist church buildings in the Beeston and Chilwell area.

Beeston Methodist Church is already used by hundreds of people a week, who
attend a wide range of church and community activities. The refurbishment will
enable the church to respond ever better to community needs in the years
ahead.

Press release written by Dave Lowe

STOP PRESS — 26.6.23: We are delighted to let you know that Broxtowe Bor-
ough Council has granted planning permission for our redevelopment project.
We will now work with the architects to move preparations to the next stages.

Caring & Nurture Group news - new housegroups

Last autumn we carried out a survey seeking views about who was already part
of a church housegroup, and whether there are others who would like to enjoy
the benefits of meeting regularly with a small group of other people from within
the church — the aim of this is to get to know others better, be aware of each
others’ need for prayer and support, participate in Bible or other discussions to
deepen our faith, socialise and enjoy one anothers’ company. We plan to start
two new groups in the autumn, one on a Monday afternoon and one on a week-
day evening, and we have planned one daytime and one evening get-together so
we can start to get to know each other and discuss how the groups will run.
These will be held on Thursday 6th July at 8pm and Monday 24th July at 3pm. If
there is anyone who is interested in coming along or finding out more, then
please do have a word with Sally or Mark Ramsey or Mary Baxter, for further in-
formation. You would be very welcome to come along.
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and went to parade services from time to time. | started to want to go to church

Ordinand stories - Sarah Butcher

When | was growing up, my family didn’t go to church, so | didn’t
either. However, | started going to Girls’ Brigade when | was 10,

but this was difficult around family weekend activities. When | went to universi-
ty, | finally had the freedom to choose to go to church. Here, | became a Chris-
tian, grew in faith and involved myself in church life, in an Anglican church. In
time, | wanted to give more of my time and energy to serving, so | applied to be a
lay-worker in a Methodist Church. | remember people asking me if | planned to
become a local preacher or a minister, and how good they thought | would be. At
the time, | assumed they were being polite, seeing me as someone young and
keen. Being a preacher or a minister just didn’t seem like me, and | didn’t feel
called.

That changed dramatically one night in February 2015. | strangely had a vivid
dream. In the dream, | awoke in my bed, but it was light outside. Then | heard a
voice loudly repeating, “go into ordained ministry”... | was stunned! | checked if
my husband had said anything, or heard anything, but he hadn’t. | didn’t feel it
was for me, but | couldn’t ignore it. | had a chat with my minister and | knew |
had to test the calling. | did this by starting local preacher training, and reflecting
on what | felt called to. Again | have felt the calling being confirmed myself and
affirmed by others. It has not been easy. | think | had such a vivid and clear call-
ing moment because God knew | would have never otherwise taken that first
step, nor would | have kept going.

| have found the last few years really challenging. My journey through this call-
ing, candidating and training has happened alongside a realisation that | am in-
fertile and living with the reality of being unable to have a child. For me, wanting
a child I cannot have is a deep and complex pain. As a Christian in this journey,
it’s got me wrestling with prayer, what God does and doesn’t do and how we
handle life not going as we would want. This has been really difficult, and it’s
shaken my faith to its core.
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What has inspired me in this is that although | feel it has zapped my strength,
faith and confidence, God has been at work, making me the minister | need to
be. | feel vulnerable, but God works in and with vulnerability and imperfection.
I’'ve been hurt, but | understand more of loss and pain, and | can sit alongside
others in their difficult times. My faith is one that wrestles and questions very
honestly, but my ministry and preaching is informed by the deeper, richer hope
I’'ve found in Jesus. | have a voice that can say life may not go as you expect or
want, but we can take that to our God, who is good, and can bring unexpected
beauty from brokenness.

First, | trained to be a secondary school science teacher. There was much | en-
joyed about this (working with young people, explaining and showing concepts),
but other things (endless planning, marking, meetings, etc.) wore me down and |
was frustrated that | had so little time for church. | worked as a church family
worker for a Methodist Church for a while. When my hours in this role were re-
duced, | took up a part-time science teacher post in a small independent school.

Teaching taught me to manage stress and maintain an appearance of calm confi-
dence in front of crowds. | enjoy trying to explain things clearly, especially if it
involves stories of a fun demonstration (particularly ones involving flames, like
flash paper). Being a lay-worker taught me more about church life, and especially
Methodism. I've learnt to slow down and to really listen to others and God. | also
learned to spell “committee” alarmingly fast.

My husband is unendingly loving and supportive, despite the difficulties and
changes this time has brought. Most of my family don’t go to church, so | think
they struggle to understand why | would do this or what it means! However, they
have made it clear they are completely behind me and cheering me on. Their
love and support means so much to me. Many of my Christian friends have been
incredibly supportive and encouraging of me, commenting how right they think
this is for me.

Sarah Butcher, 22 June 2023. Taken from www.methodist.org.uk/about-

us/news/the-methodist-blog/ordinand-stories-sarah-butcher
Rev Sarah Butcher was ordained at Coventry Cathedral on 25 June 2023 at this
year’s Methodist Conference.
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Bible reading: Sowing ®

Something to read

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on a
path, and the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground,
where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no
depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no
root it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and
brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty
and a hundredfold.”

Mark 4: 3-8

Something to think about

‘We plough the fields and scatter/The good seed on the land’ may be our agricul-
tural practice, but | understand that in the Middle East in New Testament times,
the practice was to scatter the seed and plough the land up afterwards. I’'m open
to correction, but it would go some way to explain the broadcasting of the seed
by the sower in this parable. There’s no mention of ploughing, though, and a sub-
stantial proportion of the crop failed.

We see the tragedy of this in Jesus’ exposition, in that it stands for those within
whom God’s word fails to flourish. But there’s a further tragedy in that, for some
farmers in the world today, this kind of crop failure is a reality, however carefully
they’ve cultivated. Climate change exacerbates drought and desertification,
whilst heat makes plants wither, and floods and cyclones sweep away harvests.

Christian Aid campaigns for action on the climate crisis through initiatives like
Make Polluters Pay. Climate change is the biggest challenge we face as a world,
but by joining together to put pressure on those who can make the biggest dif-
ference, and by changing our behaviour ourselves, we can work to stop its worst
effects.
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Something to do

You’re probably familiar with the small steps you can take to save energy and re-
duce fossil fuel consumption. Recommit to these this week: consider changing
your home or church energy supplier to one that favours renewable energy; look
at how you can reduce your energy consumption; travel in greener ways.

We know there are large structural changes that need to happen in our society
too. Have a look at Christian Aid’s climate campaigns and think about how you
might get involved.

Something to pray

God of all creation,

we pray to you for those whose crops have failed and who despair at the chal-
lenges ahead because of the world’s changing climate. Teach us to love your
world, to love one another, to love you and to love ourselves, so that we may
work together for full and fruitful harvests for all.

Amen.

Adapted from a contribution by Rev Dr Jennie Hurd, Chair of the Cymru Synod of
the Methodist Church in Wales at the time of writing. Taken from
www.christianaid.org.uk/pray/daily-bible-readings

Joke

A minister who was very fond of pure, hot horseradish always kept a bottle of it
on his dining room table. Once, at dinner, he offered some to a guest, who took a
big spoonful. The guest let out a huge gasp. When he was finally able to speak,
he choked out, “I’'ve heard many ministers preach hellfire, but you are the first
one I've met who passes out a sample of it.”

Taken from www.beliefnet.com/entertainment/joke-of-the-day.aspx
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South Shields Holiday - May 2023

The latest holiday arranged by Pat Shirra took us to South Shields. The lunch stop

on our outward journey was taken at Castle Barnard, the town, as far as one
could see, appeared to be occupied by gift shops and redundant bank premises.
Some time was spent amongst the majestic ruins of the castle, once favoured by
Richard Ill. The castle commands a position looking down onto the river, and the
bridge crossing to the town.

Our first view of South Shields was the sight of the long arms of the cranes along
the dockside. On the other side of the river are the ferries that go to Amsterdam
and Scandinavian ports. Ferries become a daily happening as we can watch from
our hotel their departures and arrivals as they travel the estuary, along with fish-
ing boats and other sailing craft. Dockland gives way to sandy beaches as the es-
tuary opens out. Our hotel, The Little Haven, is situated to enjoy views across the
estuary and down the coastline. Just outside the hotel is the bright orange light-
house Herd Groyne, which looks like a model for Wallace & Gromit’s moon rock-
et, other lighthouses occupy the end of the seawalls.

Welcome to sea, sand & sunshine. Our first outing took a diversion to view Sir
Antony Gormley’s Angel of the North, an impressive, towering structure. Part of
the landscape for over twenty-five years now. Since last visited impromptu me-
morials — messages and items — decorate the shrubbery. Difficulties with crowd-
ed streets and finding suitable parking means ‘hello and goodbye’ to Hexham.
Onto Durham, | had forgotten how hilly it is and am grateful for a bus service
that climbs through crowded, student filled streets from the Market Square to
the Cathedral. The great doors to the Cathedral were open, in ages past if you
could touch the door knocker you could claim sanctuary within. Inside a pause to
take in the enormous scale of the Norman architecture, the gigantic columns
down the nave, each which a different geometric design. At one point, seeing our
interest, one of the Cathedral guides explains the intricacies of the organ pipes
but | am distracted because this gentleman has green hair, no | am wrong it is
pink. This phenomenon was caused by the beams of sunlight streaming through
the modern coloured-glass window projecting a spectrum of colours onto his soft
white hair. The Cathedral was chosen as the burial place for the early local Chris-
12
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tians the Venerable St Bede and St Cuth-
bert. On our way back to the coach we
saw a side street with a canopy of col-
oured umbrellas, which seemed like a
novel idea, but others had seen the same
elsewhere. Back at the hotel before din-
ner there was time for a walk along the
promenade and then along the length of
the South Pier that juts out a long way
into the sea. It must be a mile out to the
lighthouse where a group of lads who
were fishing and pleased to show their
catch, a fine cod. Inscribed on the wall
along the promenade are the lyrics from
the song ‘Blow the wind Southerly,” a tra- '

ditional Tyneside folksong. Herd Groyne Lighthouse

Wednesday was a day on our own and people went out in all directions. South
Shields has the Museum & Art Gallery where a room celebrates Catherine Cook-
son, the novelist who wrote about the Northeast area. The area is also the beat

for ITV detective ‘Vera’ as we discover when a caravan of production and cater-
ers’ vehicles arrive near the hotel. The local ferry crosses to the other side of the
estuary to visit the ruined Priory at Tynemouth which can be seen from the ho-
tel. Further afield the famous seaside resort of Whitley Bay can be reached. We
took a long walk to the bus stop, for the bus that was going south to Sunderland,
but our choice was to get off at Marsden. Here a lift took us down into the pub
The Grotto and access to the private beach. A small beach cut off by the tides, it
is noted for its rock formations. The cliff faces are home to a variety of nesting
sea birds accompanied by their screeching calls. The pub is built onto a grotto,
not unlike our own Trip to Jerusalem. In the early 18th century, a person known
as Jack the Blaster made his home in a cave where he could live rent free. Over
the years the extensions and excavations produced a building that became an
early tourist attraction. The walk back to our hotel followed the Coastal Path
through expanses of wildflowers, birdsong and with the sheer drops of the erod-
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il

~ showing signs of much new development.

Our last full day started with an outing to
1 Lindisfarne, Holy Island, our time there
dictated by the tides. It was a long walk to
the castle; the Tudor fortifications had
the interiors redesigned by Edwin Lutyens
- as an Edwardian holiday home. A shorter
" walk was to the St Mary’s Church and
b T ruins of the Priory, the remains of the
Durham door knocker earliest isolated settlement. This part of
the country has so many connections to the early Christian church and the reclu-
sive St Cuthbert was an influential figure. When he died the monks could not de-
cide where his final resting place should be. His body was moved about the
countryside until, finally they settled upon Durham. It was said that St Cuthbert
dead travelled more than ever he did alive. Our next stop was to travel back in
time to the Beamish Museum, ‘The Living Museum of the North” — a collection of
buildings preserved from past times and covering a huge area, transport needed.
A tram ride to the main street of the 1900’s town with its variety of houses, busi-
nesses, and shops — fresh bread in the bakery, sawdust on the pub floor. An old
motor bus took us onto Pit Village. A row of Colliers cottages, a demonstration of
pegging a rag rug, the community buildings, the pit headstocks, and an entrance
to a drift mine, even a representative pit pony.

On our journey, a straight run home there was a stop at a service station situated
on land that had once been a colliery, how the landscape changes. During the
journey there was the raffle which raised £125 for the Macular Society charity.
Time to thank our driver Winnie and Pat, who though not in the best of health,
had organized another very enjoyable holiday for which we are grateful.

Robert Dawson
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Reflections on Windrush, Titanic &
and Refugees . .

22nd June 2023 was Windrush Day. This moment is being

marked by a major ecumenical service which acts as a moment

to remember the (ongoing) struggle of the Windrush generation and celebrate
their successes and the way they have revitalised this country. The service can be
seen at https://ctbi.org.uk/windrush-service-at-southwark-cathedral

Rev Dr Inderjit Bhogal shares a reflection for Windrush Day:

Seventy-five years ago, today Windrush arrived in Tiloury Dock London. It carried
people from the Caribbean responding to a call to help rebuild the “motherland.”
Ensuring scandals of injustice have been hidden and buried, only beginning to
emerge Now.

Other sea vessels are also in our minds today.

The Titanic, the largest passenger ship when it was launched, sank over one hun-
dred years ago carrying many economic migrants from Britain who were seeking
a better life elsewhere. 1500 people died when it sank. Today the Titan subma-
rine, with five wealthy tourists onboard, is missing from its journey to catch sight
of the Titanic. There is now a huge rescue effort underway.

This contrasts with the horrific refugee boat tragedy, last week. Over five hun-
dred people are presumed drowned in the Mediterranean, where some types of
search and rescue are illegal. Estimates suggest 50,000 people seeking sanctuary
have drowned in the Mediterranean Sea over the last decade.

Closer to home, the death toll of refugees crossing the English Channel is un-
known. While the UK Government policy of ‘stop the boats’ is well known.

We are mindful of all in peril on the sea. We are thankful for all who, despite ob-
stacles, put energy and effort into search and rescue. We build peace because
every life is precious.

Rev Dr Inderjit Bhogal, 22nd June 2023. Taken from
www.for.org.uk/2023/06/22/reflections-on-windrush-titanic-and-refugees
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We All Need One Another

Sermon given by Ruth Wilde at Holy Trinity Church Twydall, Gilling-
ham on the 12th February 2023

Gen 1:1-2:3; Matt 6: 25-end

There are passages in the Bible that are very hard to hear for different groups. |
am not going to lie — this passage from Matthew is hard to hear for people living
in poverty. ‘Don’t worry’! How is it even possible to not worry about what you’ll
eat, when you’re not sure you’ll be able to put food on the table for your family?

This passage has often been preached by priests and ministers who have never
had any experience of poverty. It has also more often than not been preached to
a congregation of people who have not had any experience of poverty. But to
those in our churches who are in the minority, and for whom poverty is a real life
experience, our preaching on this passage might be heard as patronising and in-
sulting — understandably so.

This is the kind of Bible passage where it's important to get some context.
There’s a clue there in the word ‘Therefore’ at the beginning — an indication that
we should look back a bit to what came before! In the previous section, Jesus has
been talking about wealth, and specifically telling his listeners to not store up
wealth. He then goes on to say that we cannot serve two masters — both wealth
and God. This does not seem to me to be a message predominantly aimed at
people living on the breadline, for whom poverty is — in the words of Gustavo
Gutierrez — ‘a violence’. The message in our passage for today is aimed instead at
those who have plenty.

There is a danger in wealth. There are in fact many dangers in wealth, but | want

to speak about one particular danger today. Wealth can make us succumb to one
of the biggest lies going — the huge lie that is self-reliance, independence and in-

dividualism. This makes us detached from others and from our own needs, not to
mention detached from God.

At this week’s debate and vote on LGBT+ relationships in the General Synod of
the Church of England, someone — | believe it was a bishop — stood up and said
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that it was important to remember that the Church is a body and we need all
parts of that body. | believe this is true not only of the Church, but even of the
world. We all need one another. We pretend that it is only people we see as de-
pendent — for example, older people, disabled people and people living in pover-
ty — who need others. The truth is that we all do. We cannot see what tomorrow
will bring — Jesus was absolutely right about that, and that’s part of what he’s
saying about the futility of worrying about tomorrow — and we therefore do not
know if tomorrow we will fall into poverty, or become ill, or have our life
changed in some other momentous way. We believe the lie of independence
until we are shocked into not believing it anymore because our circumstances
change. How much better is it to realise that we are all dependent on one anoth-
er and God now?

Tomorrow, we could lose our job, we could have a turn of events which means
we need to spend all our savings, or even empty out our pension. We could have
an accident or discover we have a progressive illness. We could even just realise
that we are getting older. Suddenly, the people we have ‘othered’ — disabled,
poor, old etc — become part of us and we realise that we need others just as
much as they need us. We need our community. We need God.

Seeing poor people and disabled people as uniquely dependent and vulnerable is
not only condescending to those people, who are often more independent than
we think, but also a big lie we tell ourselves so we feel better, safer and essential-
ly more powerful. We need no-one. Not God and not other people. This was
what | believe Jesus was getting at in this passage.

For someone living under the violence of extreme poverty, it is impossible to see
much beyond the next meal and where it is coming from. That is why it is vio-
lence. It robs people of their humanity and dignity and of their human flourish-
ing. They are not able to live, as they are only just surviving. However, for the
rest of us, there are things which are more important things than ourselves and
our money to place our trust in.

My wife and | belong to several spiritual communities, including a Quaker meet-
ing and a Methodist church. One community we belong to is a house group
called Peacemeal. We don’t even have time to attend much these days, but that
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community has been hugely supportive over the past 7 years or
so. They supported Ellie when she had an accident with a ladder
and | was away, they brought us meals when we were struggling
with time and energy, and they have constantly upheld us in

prayer, just as we have them. It’s a long story, but our 4 year old
son, Brendan, would not exist were it not for Peacemeal.

If there is one thing | want to teach Brendan, it’s the importance of having com-
munity around him — especially a community of people he can trust and rely on —
people who will support him through thick and thin. This might be just day to day
support and prayer, but it might also be that he needs them to support him if he
loses his job or a family member or he becomes ill.

We all need one another. This is true of the Church too. The Church needs its
LGBT+ siblings, including LGBT+ clergy members, and the gifts and insights
they/we bring. The Church also needs its disabled siblings, who often have gifts
we don’t recognise because we are fixated on their needs. We also need those
who are economically disenfranchised — those living in poverty. They are also just
people, and they too have gifts and wisdom to offer the Church. They are not
just recipients of our charity! One day we might become one of them. They are
not a distant ‘other’ any more than disabled or older people are — everyone
could become disabled or ill, and we’ll certainly get old, if we are fortunate
enough.

Let me finish by taking us back to the Genesis reading for today. God created and
brought into being everyone and everything. We are sustained in life by the
ground of all being. We need not only one another but God too.

God, it says in the story, created male and female... and everything in between
too. God created night and day... and dawn and dusk too. These are two exam-
ples of something Jewish scholars talk about called a ‘merism’. It is a figure of
speech by which a large concept is explained by a phrase naming two parts of
that concept. So, night and day is one, and male and female is another. A third
used in the scriptures is ‘God knows my standing up and my sitting down’, by
which the writer means all the writer’s life, of course. Let’s not reduce the expan-
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sive poetry of the Bible into small, one-dimensional biblical literalism. Our trans
and nonbinary siblings are in God’s plans too.

God is in all the diversity of life. Everyone and everything is interdependent. We
are all part of the ever-expanding, ever-changing family of creation, which God
brought into existence and which God loves and sustains. We are all part of the
body of Christ with its many parts, with its multitude of needs and gifts and in-
sights. Every single one of us is needed by God and every single one of us needs
God and needs one another.

What a beautiful thing that is. Amen.

Ruth Wilde is the National Coordinator of Inclusive Church. Taken from
www.inclusive-church.orq/2023/02/13/sermon-we-all-need-one-another

BMC Church Charities 2022-23
o> y
The Leprosy Mgcular Society HOB[

Mission . :
England and Wales Beating Macular Disease No!!' if"m

The total raised by June 8th was £12402.67.

eBay £6613.10 Donations £67766
Other items £1392.18 Recycled books & CDs  £696.42
Coffee mornings £1283.97 Coffee bar £946.11
Money jars £292.83 Event refreshments £165.40
Events £272.00 Wishing Well £45.00

Recent contributions include £537 from ebay and £174 from the May coffee
morning.

Nominations for the 2023/2024 Church Charity are required by Sunday, July 9th
so that they can be considered at a meeting of the Church Charity Committee
Meeting. Provide some details of the charity with your contact name and put the
nomination addressed to me in the ‘F’ pigeon-hole in church.

Colin Firbank
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Praying for the Earth
Wake us From Our Slumber

Father of Creation,

God of Compassion,

You created a world of wonder,
Of possibility and potential.
You declared it to be good.

For this we give thanks.
To you be praise, honour and glory.

For this we give thanks.
To you be praise, honour and glory

Father of Creation,

God of Compassion,

This world is no longer as you intended it to be.
Humanity has betrayed its calling

To tend and keep.

Creation groans.

For this we weep, Lord have mercy.
For this we mourn, Christ have mercy.

On our watch,
We reap what we have sown,

On our watch,
Sea levels rise.

For this we weep, Lord have mercy.
For this we mourn, Christ have mercy.

On our watch,
Forests destroyed,
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On our watch,
Locusts swarm.

For this we weep, Lord have mercy.
For this we mourn, Christ have mercy.

And so now with tears in our eyes we look to you,
With regret,

With repentance,

Knowing the difficult decades that we face,

As temperatures rise,

As extinctions increase,

As we come to terms with our existential plight.

For our children,
Lord have mercy.

For our Grandchildren,
Christ have mercy.

For the world’s most vulnerable,
Christ have mercy.

Father of Creation,

God of Compassion,

Wake us from our slumber,

Equip us afresh to be the justice-shaped people of God.

Father of Creation,

God of Compassion,

You created a world of wonder,
Of possibility and potential.
You declared it to be good.

For this we give thanks.
To you be praise, honour and glory.

Rev Jon Swales, April 2021. Taken from https.//atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-
prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency Creative Commons License
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Can we get to Net Zero? -
getting inspired and
getting active

July 1-7 is Net Zero Week! The Green Disciples Group asked the BMC WhatsApp
Group for their thoughts on individual and church actions to take to reduce our

,Green Disciples

- Walking God's way in God's World

carbon footprint and protect the plant. Here is a flavour of the responses — why
not pick up a new good habit this week?

* Recycle soft plastic at the supermarket (did you know that clean clingfilm and
bubble wrap can go in as well as carrier and veg bags)

* Take old spectacles to the opticians

* Using peat free compost is important as when it is taken out of the ground it
releases carbon into the atmosphere — ask your garden centre or supermar-
ket when you buy and settle for nothing less! Growing and replanting trees is
important too, as they take in carbon.

* And one person said, in our personal lives it’s about the choices we make —
do | drive or take the bus, do | buy a new kitchen or get the house better in-
sulated, do | buy food that has been produced locally, do | buy clothes from
companies that have committed to delivering net zero throughout their sup-
ply chains? Can we make our next purchase with more care and thought?

¢ ... And as a church, if our building work is looking to prepare us for the fu-
ture, have we explored the possibility of insulating it to a level where it
doesn’t need heating and if it does still need heating can we do it without
using gas? Do we have an option for putting PV panels on our roof?

Now, as to getting inspired, some feedback from ‘The Big One’!

In April | met up with Patrick in London for Extinction Rebellion’s (XR’s) The Big
One — four days of awareness-raising, education and demonstrating in central
London, which was family-friendly, legal and good-natured. We were just there
for the first two days, but we made the most of it. We disco-danced outside the
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Ministry of Education, discovered more about the carbon footprint of the mili-
tary and of nuclear weapons outside the Ministry of Defence, went to Quaker
worship in St. James’ Park, marched and participated in a ‘die-in’ outside the
Houses of Parliament, took part in a Global Justice Now workshop about how
rich and polluting countries might compensate and help to pay for damages in
less polluting countries, admired creative costumes. | was especially inspired by
the number of health professionals at the Planetary Health Hub who were giving
up their time to help explain how climate affects physical and mental health and
calling on others to help spread the word. | have also been extremely impressed
by what | hear about XR’s grassroots community-building and networking across
different organisations in an attempt to broaden their base and add legitimacy to

their campaigning.

| reflected that, as with so many other campaigns of this nature, where there is
no trouble there is very little media coverage. In these circumstances there is lit-
tle option other than to have faith, to act in hope, to encourage one another. The
power of doing something you believe to be right, and knowing that is enough in
that moment, should not be under-estimated. We can only hope and pray that
there is a positive effect from our actions. Does any of this sound familiar? In a
church which feels itself often at the margins of society, these are all things we

experience.

Lessons to be learned:

1. We should not give up hope. Where 2 or 3 (or perhaps tens of thousands)
are gathered, how can there not be hope?

2. There is power and authority in acting collectively and the positive use of our

voices.

3. In an age where division and partisanship can appear to be rife, we should
work tirelessly to build one another up and to make sure this overflows into
our community at every available opportunity.

Sally Ramsey
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Salisbury Methodist Church: ‘ .
Together for Climate Justice '

About 12 years ago, Salisbury Methodist Church was one of the

first churches to install solar panels. Since then, the church, its ministers and its
congregation have shared a longstanding commitment to Climate Justice, work-
ing towards their Eco Church Silver Award.

“There was a perception that we could not achieve this, but all it took was find-
ing some imagination in the life of the church,” says Rev Dr Mark Cheetham, Su-
perintendent Minister of the Salisbury Circuit and Minister at Salisbury
Methodist Church. The solar panels have now more than paid for themselves and
are instrumental in lowering the church’s electricity bill. “That was a start, so the
congregation wondered, what else can we do?” adds Mark Cheetham.

Since this promising beginning, the congregation has worked to become greener
with projects big and small, including the installation of an air source heat pump
along with a boiler upgrade this summer. “We would have preferred to install
two or three heat pumps and no gas boilers, but in the real world, there is a
trade-off between efficiency versus the amount of electricity used to run the
pump which is higher than normal,” says Mark Cheetham.

The pumps and the boilers are still the most efficient that can be found on the
market. The pump will ensure that the church is properly heated over the winter,
the boiler helping when the temperatures will be too low. These improvements
are a big step toward becoming a Silver Award Eco Church.

Salisbury Methodist Church is a listed building which means it has several chal-
lenges. The roof in the sanctuary is a single-span roof, it is thin, and it would be a
struggle to insulate it. The beautiful stained-glass windows are a heat loss issue,
they could be triple glazed, but it would never bring the building to carbon neu-
tral. “This building won’t get to carbon neutral, it’s not possible, but we can get
close to it,” adds Mark Cheetham.

In the future, they hope to add a second SOC pump, but before that, they would
like to install batteries for the solar panels, so the excess electricity produced is
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sold back to the grid... The aim is to store 100% of the solar energy to mitigate
against the extra electricity needed for the SOC pumps.

Among the small initiatives by the church and its congregation are cycling to
church instead of driving, having online meetings and installing recycling stations
on the church premises. Some members of our congregation advocate for the
climate in the Exchange, the centre for business and commerce in the city, during
their monthly gathering.

They talk about green initiatives and question the organisations that do not ap-
pear to be green. “As a church, we are really proud of what we’ve done what we
are trying to achieve and where we are going,” says Mark Cheetham.

15 June 2023. Taken from www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/the-methodist-

blog/salisbury-methodist-church-together-for-climate-justice

THE SUMMIER

IT MEANS | DoN'T HAVE To
WASTE THE wHOLF DAY...

EARLY MORNING SERVICES THE HEATING FINALLY A RELIEF CONGREGATION |S
BECOME POPULAR STARTS WoRKING BROUGHT I[N To (oVER ARSENTEES

Ne NEw
BIOCESAN
MESSAGES

e e

PARISH PlcNICS THERE ARE NoT As MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
TAKE PLACE MANY E-MAILS SEND POSTCARDS

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times.
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Embrace the Middle East g%
Prayer Diary EMBRACE

2 July the Middle East
Beit EI Nour in Bourj Hammoud, Beirut, works with Lebanese and Syrian families
to prevent vulnerable children dropping out of school and becoming at risk of
early marriage or child labour. The children receive practical, academic and psy-
chological support, while their parents are invited to learn more about child
rights and positive family relationships.

9 July

The Princess Basma Centre in Jerusalem is the leading Palestinian rehabilitation
centre for disabled children. Through a network of 15 community-based organi-
sations across the West Bank, the team enables children in isolated communities
to receive the early intervention and specialised therapies that will give them the
best chance to thrive.

16 July

Women have vast potential to become more economically and politically active
in Egypt’s rural communities, but have often been denied the skills needed to
create change. The Soteria project, based at the Anafora Institute, offers voca-
tional and leadership training that enables women to start their own businesses
and build their independence.

23 July

Our volunteers bring an abundance of gifts and skills to our mission, whether
that’s organising a fundraiser, telling their church family about Embrace or repre-
senting us at events. We give thanks for their dedication and compassion for the
people of the Middle East, and we ask for God’s blessings in their lives.

30 July
The Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation advocates for disabled people,
who face barriers to economic empowerment and essential services. BASR works
with local organisations, including health and education centres, to make premis-
es more accessible and to train staff in overcoming prejudice to make their serv-
ices more inclusive.
From https.//embraceme.orq/s/Embrace-Prayer-Diary-Feb July23-Web.pdf
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Dates for your Diary

July 2023
Sun 2nd Church family picnic at Highfields after morning service.
Thu 6th New evening housegroup get-together at 8pm (see page 7)
Sat 8th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon
Sat 8th Table Top Time — family board games at BMC 3-5pm
Sun 9th Rev Christine Fox’s final morning service at BMC 10.30am
Mon 10th  Knit and Natter at BMC 2pm
Sat22nd  Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am
Mon 24th  Knit and Natter at BMC 2pm
Mon 24th  New daytime housegroup get-together at 3pm (see page 7)
Sun 30th  Circuit Farewell Service for Rev Christine Fox at Kingswood Method-
ist Church 4pm
August 2023
Sat 5th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon
Mon 7th Knit and Natter at BMC 2pm
Mon 21st  Knit and Natter at BMC 2pm
Sat 26th Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am
Weekly events
Sunday Morning Worship at BMC 10.30am
Evening Service 6.30pm (on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month)
Monday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am
Tuesday ABC (Adults, Babies and Coffee) at BMC 9.30-11am

Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am
Open Space refreshments and fellowship at BMC 11.15am-12.15pm
(lunch at 12.15pm every second Tuesday of the month)

Wednesday Wholly Ground Café at BMC 11am-1pm (including a short act of

worship at 11.15am on the first Wednesday of the month)
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Beeston Methodist Church'

Here for You: God is calling us to

¢ Offer spiritual nourishment and growth to all
* Welcome and nurture everyone

* Serve those in our local community

* Be a strong voice for Justice.

Beeston Methodist Church is an Eco Church 2 ool
BRONZE
From meditation to insulation, from location to invocation, AWARD
. . . . - WINNER
loving God and His creation should impact everything in our 2021
ECO ¥ CHURCH

church lives. Eco Church is a scheme to help churches demon-
strate that they care for God’s earth, to help them ‘go green’
in all areas of church life.

Beeston Methodist Church gained the Eco Church Bronze Award in March 2021
and is now working towards the Silver Award. ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Beeston Methodist Church is an Inclusive Church

We believe in inclusive church — a church which celebrates
and affirms every person and does not discriminate.

We will continue to challenge the church where it continues to
discriminate against people on grounds of disability, economic

power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning disability,
mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality.

We believe in a Church which welcomes and serves all people in the name of
Jesus Christ; which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel
afresh for each generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all
people to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ.
www.inclusive-church.org
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