
July/August 2024



BMC Newsletter — July/August 2024

2

A new government
We have a new government! British people have voted for change and the
Labour party has won a large majority on a relatively low share of the vote. As
the Methodist President and Vice-president say in their statement, “It is clear
that there is an appetite for change in the country, but also a need to restore
faith in the ability of politics to meet these challenges.” They end, “We will pray
for God’s blessing to be on all endeavours to seek peace, justice and the
wellbeing of this nation.”

At the May Pastoral meeting, we considered the meaning of church membership
– see the report on pages 8-9. If reading this report gives you profound thoughts,
please write them down and send them in for publication!

Mark Ramsey – Editor

Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter – July/August 2024
Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter is published by Beeston Methodist
Church. Any articles or opinions expressed within may not be the opinion or
policy of Beeston Methodist Church. Any articles without a credited author have
been adapted by the editor from the credited source. To view the newsletter pdf
as a booklet in Adobe Acrobat Reader, select View/Page Display/Two Page View
and Show Cover Page. Similar options are available in other viewers.

Any articles for inclusion in the September 2024 issue should be emailed by 16th
Aug to newsletter@beestonmethodist.church. Articles may be edited for space.
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Minister’s message
A few weeks ago in the pouring rain, it was announced that there would be a
general election.

I must admit that I was very surprised by this announcement as I thought the
election campaign had already started. I had received campaign material through
my door as well as a visit from the party campaigner encouraging me to vote for
their candidate. The irony is that since the announcement, there hasn’t been
anything from this person!

Another issue that came up is that it seems that I am registered to vote in two
places. I have received the polling card for Leeds as well as for here. I tried to
register again but was told I was already registered here so I contacted Leeds and
was informed I was registered there as well. They have now updated their
records so I will not get two votes.

Another thing that has surprised me as I have been around the local area is the
lack of promotion for any of the political parties. Whilst walking into Beeston, I
only saw one sign in a house window showing support for a particular party.

When you move into a new area, it is sometimes difficult to know what the
political background is. In my previous circuit, where I lived was split between
local and national elections. The local councillors were of one party but the MP
was from a different one.

Politics is one of those issues that can divide or unite an area or indeed a church.
I would never advocate voting for one party over another but we all have to use
the votes that we have. I have never had a head for politics and usually rely on
the info that is sent through about each candidate. It is very difficult to do this if
no one sends anything through!

I also know I only have one vote and I have to decide how to use it. If our lives
are there to reflect the life of Jesus then how we vote shouldn’t be any different.
We are called to show Kingdom values in the world and communities we are part
of. Maybe that is what ought to influence how we vote. I was sent an article
recently which included the following:  Which policies will best align with God’s

mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.beestonmethodist.church
mailto:office@beestonmethodist.church
mailto:revacheckley@btinternet.com
mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.facebook.com/MethodistPresidency
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pattern for human flourishing by celebrating good, punishing evil, pursuing
peace, and protecting the oppressed?

That sounds like a good place to start when it comes to deciding who to vote for.

If however you are reading this after the election has taken place then pray for
all the people who have been elected to represent us in parliament whether they
are new to the post or been there for a number of years. May they have the
wisdom to make the right decisions and the courage to stand up for values
where all can be an equal member of society.

God bless,
Andrew

BMC Mission Possible
On Saturday 8th June, the church family concert was enjoyed by
many and raised over £300 for BMC Mission Possible. Over the
same weekend, £914.01 was raised for BMC Mission Possible
from the Garden Trail at BMC and at Elaine Liquorish’s house. This is made up of
£524 from our share of the ticket entry money and £390.01 from refreshments,
plant sales and tombola.

Andy and I would like to say a huge thank you to the large number of people who
helped to prepare for the Garden Trail and during the weekend and especially to
Elaine who opened her own garden as well as helping to prepare the church
garden! There were many positive comments about the garden and people who
had visited last year were enthusiastic about the improvements. Thank you very
much to all the gardeners. Thank you also to the cake bakers. Again many
positive comments were heard about the quality of the baking. Thank you to
those who brought plants to sell and items along for the tombola. Finally thank
you to those who came to show people around the garden, serve refreshments
and sell tickets on Saturday 8 June and Sunday 9 June. It was most definitely a
team effort.

If anyone would like to offer to run a different event or suggest other ideas for
more fundraising, please let Andy or Glenda Taylor know.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers
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Update from the Redevelopment Group
We had our shortest ever Redevelopment Group meeting in May – just over an
hour! We were fewer in number than usual, though no less productive.

We hope that the work will have gone out to tender by the time this Newsletter
is printed. The architects have identified three builders that are interested in the
work. They will be given six weeks to reply with their proposals.

The spire
The weathervane has now been secured and all the steel work finished. The
scaffolding has been taken down, and the gallery can be used again.  The
contractors (ASC) have expressed thanks for our patience during the work that
proved so much more complicated than they first thought. A bat box has been
installed so the bats will have a comfortable new home in the future. There may
be further work to be done in the next few years but for now this stage is
complete.

Funding
Grant applications are being written to raise money to cover any shortfall that
there might be in funding. When the premises have been redeveloped there will
be scope for a broader range of musical activities in the church. Could we
become a Music Hub for the area? There is a shortage of good quality, large
venues in Broxtowe, and we are looking to get letters of support from
community groups involved in music to support our applications to potential
grant givers.

Chris Bridges and Connie Pullan, on behalf of the Redevelopment Group

A prayer for peace in our hearts
Let your peace rule in our hearts, O Lord that we may delight in your
strength, rejoice in your grace and find our fulfilment in your will; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Matthew Henry (1662-1714). From www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/
resources/prayers

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers
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Joint statement following the
General Election
We congratulate Sir Keir Starmer on his appointment as Prime
Minister, and all who will now take their seats representing their constituencies
as Members of Parliament in Westminster.

The election campaign has been hard-fought, but we know that the real
challenges still lie ahead.

The new government inherits a situation where poverty in the UK has been
increasing and deepening at an alarming rate. Conflict and persecution in
different parts of the world are forcing many to flee their homes to seek safety in
other countries including the UK. The existential threat of climate change is
causing enormous suffering to both humankind and the wider natural world.
There is an urgent need for politicians to restore trust and rebuild integrity in
public life. There are also huge pressures on the NHS, on social care, on the
criminal justice system, education and other public services, as well as on the
public finances.

It is clear that there is an appetite for change in the country, but also a need to
restore faith in the ability of politics to meet these challenges.

We urge the new government to put the needs of those who are most
vulnerable and marginalised at the forefront as it wrestles to respond to these
problems. We also encourage it to work in partnership with local communities to
tackle them, in recognition that we all have a part to play in these endeavours,
and welcome the commitment made by the new Prime Minister to build strong
partnerships with faith groups. Churches across the UK will continue to respond
practically in many different ways, but we also look forward to building
relationships with the new government and newly elected MPs, and remain
ready to support policies and initiatives that offer just and sustainable long-term
solutions.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/statement-following-election
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We offer our prayers for the Prime Minister, for the new government and for all
elected MPs. We will pray for God’s blessing to be on all endeavours to seek
peace, justice and the wellbeing of this nation – and where we can embody that
blessing, we will.

Rev Lynn Green, General Secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain
Rev Helen Cameron and Carolyn Godfrey, President and Vice-President of the
Methodist Conference
Rev Dr Tessa Henry-Robinson, Moderator of the General Assembly of the United
Reformed Church

5 July 2024. From www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/statement-following-
election

BMC Church Charities 2023-24

The total raised by June 5th was £8184.41

eBay £3798.38 Money jars £252.24
Other items £633.56 Recycled books and CDs £328.18
Coffee mornings £1037.49 Coffee bar £896.13
Events £127.08 Event refreshments £170.32
Coins £551.53 Donations £369.50
Wishing well £20.00

Recent contributions include £320 from ebay sales and £153 from the May
coffee mornings.

Colin Firbank

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/statement-following-election
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What do you think about church
membership?
The May Pastoral Meeting, led by our minister Rev Andrew Checkley, considered
the meaning of membership in the Methodist Church. It was felt that some
people who come to church might not know that becoming a member of the
church is different to attending church services each week as a member of the
congregation. It was also a chance for Pastoral Visitors to remind themselves of
what that means, as a help when questions about membership are raised, both
by current members and anyone considering becoming a member.

Andrew helped us discuss this by introducing a number of questions to think
about. Some had a straightforward answer (for example, Do I have to be
baptised/christened to be a member? – yes) but others generated discussion and
ideas.

Membership was important to people because it showed commitment and
belonging. The public commitment of becoming a member in a church service
was likened by one person to a marriage, the difference between attending a
Methodist church and becoming a member being like the difference between
living together and making the public commitment of marriage. Another said,
‘Membership to us means engaging with the church – having a 2-way
commitment.’

Becoming a church member, expressed as ‘being received into membership’
means that you are welcomed into a particular Methodist church (i.e. usually
your local church) which can support you in your discipleship and where you can
support others. Church membership is a way of saying that people belong to and
support their local Methodist Church and that they want to do this. ‘The church
is greater than the sum of its parts,’ was a clear indication of how people
appreciate the support which they receive and also what the church can do
within its community.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/membership
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There are some roles that are only open to members, such as becoming a
steward, pastoral visitor or local preacher. Only members can be on the church
council or be elected to the circuit meeting, district synod or the Methodist
Conference. The promise of mutual support is one of Methodism’s strengths.
When you become a member a pastoral visitor or a class leader is responsible for
keeping in touch with you and offering spiritual support, encouragement and
challenge.

The questions were:

� What does being a member mean to you?
� Why should people be encouraged to become members?
� What is Church Membership?
� Why do I need to become a member in that sense?
� I’m a Christian. Why do I need to be a church member?
� I go to church so surely I already belong as a member of the congregation?
� How old do I have to be in order to become a member? Any age
� Do I have to be baptised/christened to be a member? Yes
� Do I have to be a member of the Methodist Church in order to receive Holy

Communion? No
� What can I do as a member that I can’t if I am not?
� How much does it cost? What you are prepared to give.
� How does the church show I am a member? You receive a ‘ticket’ which

outlines commitments and are included in the church’s pastoral system.
� What if I don’t want to stop being a member of another church as well? You

can be a member of different denominations.
� I don’t go to a Methodist Church, but would like to register centrally as a

member. Is this possible? No, membership is through a local church.

If you want to find out more about membership, have a look at Being a Member
of the Methodist Church on the Methodist church website
www.methodist.org.uk/about/membership

Colin Firbank / Mark Ramsey

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/membership
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Gaza Appeal Update
The generosity of the Methodist people is amazing! Last week we
transferred £20,000 from our Gaza Appeal to the Department of
Service to Palestinian Refugees (DSPR) which is part of the Near East Council of
Churches (NECC) and the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre. However, I
recognise it is more than generosity, it is a loving and compassionate response
to the suffering of Palestinians in Gaza. Thank you so much.

Recently, I was sent videos of Gaza City where I visited in Oct 2022, I could not
recognise anywhere in the images. The streets that had been alive with people
were empty and the buildings that housed families, shops and businesses were
bombed out shells. This should not have surprised me as it has been revealed
that by the end of April Israel had dropped 70,000 tons of bombs on the Gaza
Strip since October 2023, exceeding the World War II bombings in Dresden,
Hamburg and London combined.

In conflict we see what humanity looks like when all humanity is lost. A belief
that violence, bombs and bloodshed can solve issues. This current conflict has
left over 37,000 people dead and over 86,000 people injured. The vast majority
of whom are Palestinian. The truth is that too many people have died, too many
lives have been shattered by injury, pain, disease, malnutrition and loss, and
too many livelihoods have been destroyed.

Against this backdrop of violence there are those who refuse to let humanity be
lost. The people and organisations who work under incredibly difficult
situations and continue to offer love, and, through that love, hope. Princess
Basma and DSPR, the projects that our Gaza appeal is supporting, are examples
of this. Both organisations are working under atrocious conditions and are
having to adapt on a regular basis as things changes.

The following is an extract from a recent report of the work of the DSPR:

‘Since opening of the DSPR’s clinic in Rafah in November 2023, our staff worked
day and night under unsafe and very dangerous situations, most of them and
their families were forcibly displaced from their homes in different locations like
hundreds of thousands of people, many refuged to Rafah as the Israelis named
it “The Safe Area”. The work continued until 6th of May, when the Israel started

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/gaza-appeal-update
https://www.methodist.org.uk/faith/prayer/israel-palestine/gaza-appeal
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its invasion of Rafah, controlled Rafah crossing point and ordered the people to
move to designated locations, as Rafah is not a “Safe Area”.

‘The work in the Rafah clinic stopped, this is a result of inability to work as we
became the “eye of the storm”. A mobile clinic was started, where a microbus
has been rented and adapted to be used as a reception point and pharmacy, and
another car rented for transporting the team that consists of physicians, nurses,
pharmacist, social worker, management and logistic staff.’

I have heard a similar story from Princess Basma:

‘Al Zahraa’, our therapist, who had been working in Rafah was displaced for the
fourth time since the beginning of the war and is now in a temporary shelter in
Deir in Balah, working out of a Red Crescent clinic.

‘The big news for us this week is that in response to a WHO appeal for post-
operative rehabilitation in Gaza, we recruited a general medical doctor and
another physiotherapist to start work with Musa, our existing social worker at
our satellite unit in Al Ahli Hospital. You may remember our rehabilitation unit
was to be opened last Autumn. Although it has been damaged, our
multidisciplinary staff there have made three rooms within it safe and have
begun to work with children following trauma surgery at the hospital.’

Your gifts have helped to ensure that both Princess Basma and DSPR can adapt,
respond and develop their work so they can continue to offer high quality
medical care even as this, already dire, situation deteriorates. Your generosity
has been a lifeline to both these organisations as their finances and staff are
stretched. It is a lifeline to ordinary Gazans facing life changing injury,
malnutrition and disease as a result of the ongoing Israeli offensive in their land.

I leave the last word to the Executive Director of DSPR: “Thank you for the great
solidarity and the successful campaign you organized, your efforts will never go
in vain, it’s helping and healing as well as contributing to have a better world for
all.”

Revd David Hardman, Methodist Liaison Officer, Jerusalem, 12 June 2024. From
www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/gaza-appeal-update
You can still support the appeal at www.methodist.org.uk/faith/prayer/israel-
palestine/gaza-appeal

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/gaza-appeal-update
https://www.methodist.org.uk/faith/prayer/israel-palestine/gaza-appeal
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Monthly Eco Tip
Taste the benefits of seasonal and
local food
Plan to incorporate locally grown produce into your diet and shopping list
throughout the seasons, as it is harvested at its peak ripeness, ensuring superior
flavour compared to imported alternatives that have travelled thousands of
miles. If saying grace before a meal is a regular practice in your household, this
month, include giving thanks to your local food producers.

Lifestyle tip: Eat seasonal and local
Eating seasonal and local produce offers numerous benefits for health, the
environment, and the community. Nutrient-dense fruits and vegetables
harvested at peak ripeness retain more vitamins and minerals. Fresher produce
tastes better and often costs less due to reduced transportation and storage
expenses. By supporting local farmers, consumers boost their community’s
economy and encourage sustainable practices. This approach also reduces the
environmental impact associated with long-distance food transportation,
lowering greenhouse gas emissions.

Seasonal eating introduces variety to one’s diet, potentially reducing cancer risk
and promoting overall health through diverse nutrient intake. Local produce may
have fewer pesticides compared to large-scale industrial farms. Ultimately,
choosing seasonal and local options fosters a stronger connection between food
consumption and well-being, promoting a holistic approach to nutrition. This
practice enhances personal health and contributes to the sustainability of local
food systems and the environment.

Worship resource
Acts 14:17

“Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving
you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of
food and fills your hearts with joy.”

https://www.methodist.org.uk/action/climate/monthly-eco-tip
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Prayer of the month
By Ellie, Year 2, St Peter’s Methodist Primary School, Canterbury

Dear God, Thank you for all of these hidden treasures: peace, nature, a place to
call home, food to eat, air to breathe, a bed to sleep in, clothes to wear and a life
to live. Help everyone to realise that we have these hidden treasures and to
make the most of them. Amen.

This is the July Eco Tip from www.methodist.org.uk/action/climate/
monthly-eco-tip

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times

https://www.methodist.org.uk/action/climate/monthly-eco-tip
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An inclusive church summary
We recently asked the congregation to complete a questionnaire regarding their
individual needs. Seven people responded and these are their questions and
responses from the Church.

1. The Loop System and the Sound System are not always at their best during
services. This makes it difficult for people with hearing issues to hear the
Preachers and Readers. Please can this be addressed when improvements for the
Church are being planned.
Answer from the Redevelopment Group:
The Sound System is being updated and we hope will be considerably better than
the current old one.

2. Hymn Numbers need to be more visible, and always need to be said by the
preacher.
Answer from the BMC worship team:
We will ask the preachers to announce the hymn numbers.

3a. A Braille Bible might be useful for the visually impaired. This should only be
purchased if a definite request is made by a member of the congregation.

3b. Would it be possible for small chairs to be made available for short people in
the congregation.

No answer as yet.

4a. Can the phrase, “Stand if you are able,” be used at every service please.
Answer from the BMC worship team:
We will ask the preachers to use the phrase "Stand if you are able".

4b. The room at the back of the church should remain a crèche. If this is used as
storage then there will be no place for a parent or grandparent to take a noisy
child. If it is used as a crèche whoever goes in there can still hear the service.
Answer from the redevelopment group:
The room at the back of church will remain a storage area as agreed in the
original plans. We didn’t feel a crèche was appropriate now because babies and
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children are welcome in church but we are looking at alternatives for a place for
people to withdraw to if they want to and still be in touch with the service.

4c. An inclusive church means all can be involved. Maybe some of our members
need to be encouraged to help and take part in the various roles in the church.
No answer as yet, although stewards are working on this.

5. Evening services are growing in numbers. Can we have the same services
provided as we do in the mornings? e.g. hymns on the large screens, loop on and
preachers/ readers on the stage rather than on the same level as the
congregation. This would help the hard of hearing and people sight impaired.
Answer from BMC worship team:
With regards to evening services unfortunately the small number of AV operators
precludes us from projecting unless there is a specific need e.g. the Advent Carol
service where there are lots of readings and carols. We can ask the stewards
about the use of the platform in an evening if that will aid visibility and audibility.
Again once the redevelopment of the church takes place and we get more
flexibility in seating etc this issue can be addressed again with imagination.

6a. Please can we have at least two wheelchairs with cushions available for
drivers to collect and to take to their cars to collect disabled members of the
congregation. Not everyone can fit a wheelchair in the back of their car and this
would help the issue.
Answers from the Care and Nurture Group:
The need for a wheelchair cushion – one has now been sourced and individuals
may use this if required. We also discussed possible training for people to support
those with mobility needs, however it was decided at the last church council
meeting that it is no longer viable for BMC to have a formal rota for giving lifts to
church. Individuals giving lifts to friends should ensure they are confident in being
able to support their friends safely.

6b. Also dietary requirements for communion and other occasions. Gluten free
bread is used at communion but there isn’t always provision at other times for
those with food intolerance to such things as gluten or dairy products.
Answers from the Care and Nurture Group:
The need to respect people’s dietary requirements. As well as gluten free bread
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for communion, the gluten free biscuit box at Sunday coffee has been reinstated
and we are asking for these to be kept separate with the lid on and monitored by
the coffee bar volunteers.

7.There are people who suffer from depression and anxiety who may feel
uncomfortable in a crowd and feel they don’t fit in. There could be some work to
be done around considering all areas of church life from the point of view of how
to encourage people who are not feeling at their best. The talk table soon to be
relaunched as the Gathering Place is one attempted response to this.
Answers from the Care and Nurture Group:
Concern for people who find it overwhelming at times due to the number of
people, noise etc. The Gathering place is a space for people to sit when unsure
about what to do after morning service, or if they have questions or wish to
discuss the service, we are seeing how this new initiative goes. We do not feel we
have the resources to staff this space as such and are hoping the congregation
will support each other by speaking with anyone who goes to the Gathering Place
and is on their own.

Thank you everyone for taking part in the inclusivity questionnaire.

This is an ongoing process. If you feel that your needs are not being met, please
speak to either Roy Tomkinson, John Truswell or Sue Towlson.

Lin Walters, on behalf of the differing abilities champions.

https://embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb24-July24_Web.pdf
https://embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb_July22_Web.pdf
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Embrace the Middle East
Prayer Diary
7 July

The Swedish International Relief Association (SIRA) runs schools in Bethlehem
and Jericho for children with learning difficulties such as dyslexia. In mainstream
education, large classes and lack of resources mean children with additional
needs risk falling behind and dropping out. The SIRA schools give each child the
individual support that helps them thrive.

14 July

Getting the correct legal advice is important for Palestinians experiencing
restrictions to their freedom of movement in the West Bank. Our partner, the
Society of St Yves, advocates for people’s right to travel safely to reach
workplaces, access vital healthcare and live their lives with dignity. Please pray
for the Society and people it serves as it challenges travel bans imposed by the
Israeli administration.

21 July

Young people with learning difficulties often miss out on opportunities for higher
education due to a lack of support for their individual needs. The SKILD centre in
Mansourieh, Lebanon, provides specialised support to children, caregivers and
teachers, enabling many of these young people to continue their studies beyond
school and have fulfilling careers.

28 July

Health services for disabled children in the West Bank are limited, especially for
those from disadvantaged families and rural areas. We pray for The Jerusalem
Princess Basma Centre, which works with Community Based Rehabilitation
Centres to build capacity and expertise, so that children from across the West
Bank have access to timely and appropriate care.

From www.embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb24-July24_Web.pdf

https://embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb24-July24_Web.pdf
https://embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb_July22_Web.pdf
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The Tea & PV project in Yorkshire
North & East
The Yorkshire North & East Methodist District is leading the
pathway towards Net Zero for the 200+ churches in its care. The current project
is called Tea & PV, the PV being photovoltaic panels, commonly known as solar
panels, that convert light into electricity. These are being installed on selected
churches across this part of Yorkshire and showcasing them to promote solar
panels and the Net Zero objective.

A few years ago, the district had an audit of all its churches through a
consultancy called Project Rome, led by Prof. Simon Pringle, a sustainability
specialist. The rural and suburban churches were audited by architects working
for the Rural Community Energy Fund. The data they gathered was instrumental
in planning the Net Zero pathway, starting to improve buildings and applying for
grants.

The Tea & PV project that resulted from this work was facilitated by a £100,000
grant from Centrica’s Energy for Tomorrow fund which helped them to install the
solar panels. “We wanted to explore not just what solar panels did, in terms of
cash, or net zero, but how they could be installed in different settings,” explains
Adele Borrowman, the district Grant Fundraising Enabler.

The district reached out to seven churches. “We want to be able to see how the
panels fit on different building types and how we communicate the benefits
across the different communities that they’re in,” adds Adele. These churches
are pillars in their communities, often used extensively by local and national
organisations.

The seven churches selected for the first round of Tea & PV are across the
spectrum from urban to rural, recent and old buildings (even though they all had
few planning constraints) and are of various sizes. “We hope that people from
any Methodist church would identify with one of those building or community
types,” says Adele. The seven churches are the rural Littlebeck and Robin Hood’s

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/the-tea-pv-project-in-yorkshire-north-east
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Bay, the suburban Hedon and Portholme in Selby, the urban Acomb in York,
Harrogate Road in Ripon and Queen Street in Scarborough.

Queen Street Scarborough was selected for its uniqueness: built as a cinema in
case the church did not take off, the building is technically challenging to install
solar panels on with its sloped, curving roof and window lights. “We know that if
we can get solar panels on this building then there is a lot of scope for other
places,” explains Adele. It is located in the top 2% of UK’s deprived areas and has
an essential role in the local community. The financial savings due to the solar
panels will make a massive difference.

Using this approach, the Yorkshire North & East District displays its creativity and
savviness: by planning the installation of PV panels on several churches at once,
as economies of scale allow them to spend less money as the order is bigger so
it’s a win-win situation.

What about the Tea? Now that the solar panels are installed, the next step is to
get data on screens inside the churches and get the message out there of how
much electricity was generated.  Often the software displays this information by
showing how it translates into trees being planted. Adele says, “In Methodist
terms, we thought cups of tea were the best way of explaining this: the amount
of energy it takes to brew one cup of tea is what we have been using to
communicate the benefit of solar panels.

It is hoped the screens and their cups of tea will ignite conversation and
encourage people to ask questions about the solar panels and other Net Zero
related topics. The congregations and local communities will then be able to see
how much difference the panels are making, one cup of tea at a time.

From www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/the-tea-pv-project-in-yorkshire-
north-east

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/the-tea-pv-project-in-yorkshire-north-east
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Praying for the Earth
12. How Long O Lord

How long, O Lord, will sea levels rise?
How high O Lord, will sea levels rise?
Before you step in and save and rescue?

How long, O Lord, will temperatures rise?
How much drought? How many famines?
Before you step in to save and rescue?

How long, O Lord, ’til extinctions cease?
How many will be lost? How many species?
Before you step in to save and rescue?

Will Bangladesh be no more?
Or will Doha, Abu Dhabi, and Bandar Abbas
Be uninhabitable due to extreme heat?

Will the Amazon Rainforest be lost?
Will the Oceans be unable to sustain life?

How long, O Lord,
Will unrestrained capitalism
Rampage and pillage your good world?
How long, O Lord, before you step in and bring it to its knees?
Must we wait ’til mass starvation?
Must we wait ’til mass migration?
Must we wait ’til societal collapse?

When will Justice rise up and sweep away oppression?
When will Love triumph over selfish individualism?
When will Healing spring forth for the nations?
How long, O Lord, how long?

And yet, O Lord, in our lament, we hear a cry.

https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency/
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We hear a cry from the forests, from the oceans and the Arctic
We hear a cry from the vulnerable and the endlings,
From the hungry and the refugee.

The cry began as a whisper,
Falling silent on a sleepy church.
The cry turned into an echo,
Reverberating through the walls of empty churches.
The cry gains strength,
Joining the cry of a myriad of angels.

Come Lord Jesus! Let thy kingdom come.
Come Lord Jesus! Drive back the darkness.

I hear a reply from heaven, from the throne room of the great King.
I hear a reply from heaven, from the one whose hands were pierced.
I hear a reply from heaven, from the wild goose of love.

Awake O Church! Let my world be blessed.
Awake O Church! Swing wide the doors.

He speaks,
‘You are my hands and feet, my covenantal kingdom community,
You are called to be salt and light.
Execute justice, stand up for the rights of the oppressed,
Afflict not the stranger.’
Blessed are the peacemakers.

And the Crucified and risen King says, ‘Lo, I am with you always, even to the end
of the age.’

Amen
Amen
Amen

Rev Jon Swales, April 2021. From https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-
prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency  Creative Commons License

https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency/
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Restore Nature Now
On Saturday 22 June, Sally and I went on the Restore Nature Now
march – over 60,000 people marching through central London to
demand that politicians take stronger action to tackle the nature and climate
crisis, and Restore Nature Now.

We enjoyed the energy of the march, organised by TV nature presenter Chris
Packham and environmental organisations such as the RSPB, National Trust,
Wildlife Trust and Extinction Rebellion, as it made its way from Hyde Park Corner,
along Picadilly and past Trafalgar Square. After arriving at Parliament Square, the
march heard from a number of speakers, including Chris Packham, naturalist and
explorer Steve Backshall, and CEO of the RSPB Beccy Speight, about the crisis in
the natural world, from drastic declines in species numbers to sewage in rivers,
and the measures needed to tackle these problems.

Naturalist and explorer Steve Backshall said: “With
many UK species on the path to extinction, our
rivers becoming a pollution highway and the future
of our climate at a crucial crossroads, the next
Government needs to put the UK on the right track
for the natural world. The Restore Nature Now
march and its thousands of supporters have sent a
clear signal to all politicians that this General
Election must be a nature and climate election. The
public wants it, UK wildlife needs it, and the next
generation deserves it.”

Chris Packham, TV broadcaster and environmental campaigner said: “We have
stood up and spoken, we have shouted loudly and clearly about the imperative
need to restore nature. This has been a moment when our next Government
must listen and act so the UK will finally properly address our nature and climate
crises. We’ve heard enough warm words and seen too broken political promises
while our beautiful natural world has continued to be destroyed. It’s now time
for the next government to take green action and not leave nature in the red.

https://www.wcl.org.uk/60,000-people-restore-nature-now.asp
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And the first true test will be what we hear in the
first 100 days of power.”

Beccy Speight, Chief Executive of the RSPB said:
“Species from Avocets to whales and spaces from
oceans to national parks have been championed at
the march and it has been truly inspiring to see so
many people stand up for nature and climate.
With one in six species at risk of being lost from
our shores, the natural world needs a strong voice
now more than ever.

“There is definite hope that we can turn things
around: while we know the threats, we also know
so many of the solutions. But we simply aren’t
acting fast enough or at a big enough scale to

tackle the nature and climate crisis. We need to see urgent action and a much
stronger commitment to restore nature at scale from politicians of all parties,
because no species, including us, can afford to wait any longer.”

The Restore Nature Now campaign is calling for:
� A pay rise for nature – the nature and climate-friendly farming budget

doubled.
� Make polluters pay – new rules to make polluters contribute to nature and

climate recovery
� More space for nature – to expand and improve protected areas, and ensure

public land and National Parks contribute more to recovery.
� A right to a healthy environment – an Environmental Rights Bill, which

would drive better decisions for nature, improve public health and access to
high-quality nature.

� Fair and effective climate action –increasing home energy efficiency,
supporting active travel and public transport, and replacing polluting fossil
fuels with affordable renewables.

Mark Ramsey. Details from www.wcl.org.uk/60,000-people-restore-nature-
now.asp

https://www.wcl.org.uk/60,000-people-restore-nature-now.asp
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Migrant voices and compassion
To mark Refugee Week, we hear from migrants, staff and
volunteers at Trinity Safe Space, a community of asylum seekers
based at two Methodist churches, one in Widnes and the other in Runcorn.

“My life was in danger in West Africa, I was involved in a union and campaigned
for better conditions for workers. I received death threats from powerful people
and the only way to keep my family safe was for me to leave my home and my
disabled son. It broke my heart. I still can’t sleep at night, I can’t work here and I
can’t help my family. The people here are welcoming but the authorities treat us
like animals and liars. I do not drink, I am not a criminal, I am here out of fear. I
just want to be given a chance and to be reunited with my family.”

At Trinity Methodist Widnes, Safe Space welcomes around 50 asylum seekers
each Monday offering advice on their asylum claims, housing and education
along with practical help such as clothes and food. Across the Mersey, Halton
Trinity Methodist Church offers basic English lessons and cultural orientation for
those new to the UK.

Like many of those who work and volunteer at Safe Space, Deacon Tim Coleman
has been with the project since the beginning in 2019 when the local authority
reached out to faith groups for help supporting new people arriving in the town.
“The housing here is relatively cheap when compared with the south, making it a
financially practical place to house newcomers. We only see a fraction of those
migrants who live in the area. There are probably around a thousand more living
locally, many of them who may be vulnerable and in need of support.”

Saeed came from Iran where he is an accredited architect. “Two years ago I had
to run from Iran when I changed my religion from Islam to Christianity and I was
threatened with execution. This centre is my only hope. Here the staff do
everything they can, helping us with our food and mental health.”

Trinity Safe Space offers its guests more than food and professional support with
their asylum claims. They work to make the lives of all migrants better and
campaign for their welfare. Pauline Ruth, chair of trustees for Trinity Safe Space,
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says, “We want to help everyone but obviously we can’t, so instead we take up
issues to try and make things better. We sign petitions and work alongside other
refugee charities to feed back our experiences of how people are being treated.
Sadly, this is often not very well. Many have been traumatised by what has
happened in their own country and during their journey here so their mental
health can be at rock bottom. Migration is a global issue but in the UK these
people are looked upon as a problem. People want to come here as they see it as
better than where they have come from, regardless of the hostile welcome.
There needs to be an international response. People smuggling is an issue but we
need to consider how we provide a safe passage.”

Abdul is from the Sudan. “There is conflict in my home city, Darfur in the Sudan.
From when I was 7 I lived in a refugee camp so I never experienced a normal
childhood. There was nowhere to play and sometimes there was gunfire. When I
was 15 the militia made the camp unsafe so I left. I crossed the Mediterranean
and the English Channel. It is not safe, I knew that there was a risk I might not
make it but I accepted that.”

Safe Space offers its clients more than support, it also helps bridge the space
between the migrants and the local community. Shaun works with Digital Arts
Box who come to Safe Space to deliver therapeutic arts, “We invite newcomer
families and the local established community to come together. This is important
as there is poverty here and the migrants are easy to blame.”

Another way Trinity Safe Space helps people is with English lessons, with an
average of 20 people attending each week. “These lessons are so important in
helping people settle here”, says Deacon Tim. “From finding work, to seeing a
doctor, language is a barrier they need to overcome. The main hotel where the
migrants live is about two miles away but even when it is pouring with rain, they
walk to us.”

Ali is a medical graduate from Iraq. “The war with ISIS was very bad. My family
had death threats for saying what we thought was wrong. People were being
killed on the street for smoking or listening to music. I came here because I know
the language and we know that the UK has a great tradition of taking care of
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refugees and I would be welcomed here. I want to be part of UK
society and hope to be able to continue my medical training to
become a GP.”

“God is definitely here,” says the chair of trustees, Pauline. “We
have been able to find accommodation for some and jobs for others but it is the
love that is just as important.”

Deacon Tim says that it is the building of friendships and trust that makes a
difference to the lives of the new comers. “I gave a lady a pan and she was over
the moon. You’d think I’d given her the crown jewels but this second-hand pan
meant making her own food using her own ingredients and that had the most
amazing impact on her. I am conscious that every smile, handshake and greeting
here reflects God’s love for humanity.”

In 2023, the Methodist Church recommitted to being a Justice-Seeking Church.
One of its five priorities is seeking justice for refugees.

17 June 2024. From www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/migrant-voices-
and-local-love

A prayer when we are exhausted
Loving God, you remind us in your Bible that when we find it difficult to pray the
“Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words” (Romans 8:26). Thank you for
the treasure hidden in these words of Scripture.
When we experience moments in life when we are exhausted by care, ground
down by constant negativity, or know that words are not enough to heal the
pain, help us to trust in your Holy Spirit.
Help us to see that when we cease from constant busyness, quieten our minds
and silence our tongues, it’s then we might hear the “sighs too deep for words”
and know again the comfort of your love.

Susan McIvor, District Safeguarding Officer, Nottingham and Derby District.
From www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/migrant-voices-and-local-love
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers
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Dates for your Diary
July 2024
Mon 8th Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Mon 8th District Farewell Service at Clifton Methodist Church 7.30pm

Sat 13th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon

Sat 13th Table Top Time – family board games at BMC 3-5pm

Mon 22nd Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 27th Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am

August 2024
Sat 31st Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am

September 2024
Sat 14th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon

Sat 14th Table Top Time – family board games at BMC 3-5pm

Sat 28th Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am

Sat 28th Harvest Supper at BMC 4-7pm

Weekly events
Sunday Morning Worship at BMC 10.30am

Evening Service 6.30pm (on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month)
Monday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am
Tuesday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am

Open Space refreshments and fellowship at BMC 11.15am-12.15pm
(lunch at 12.15pm every second Tuesday of the month)

Wednesday Wholly Ground Café at BMC 11am-1pm (including a short act of
worship at 11.15am on the first Wednesday of the month)

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/migrant-voices-and-local-love
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers


Here for You: God is calling us to

� Offer spiritual nourishment and growth to all
� Welcome and nurture everyone
� Serve those in our local community
� Be a strong voice for Justice.

Beeston Methodist Church is an Eco Church
From meditation to insulation, from location to invocation,
loving God and His creation should impact everything in our
church lives. Eco Church is a scheme to help churches
demonstrate that they care for God’s earth, to help them ‘go
green’ in all areas of church life.

Beeston Methodist Church gained the Eco Church Bronze Award in March 2021
and is now working towards the Silver Award. ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Beeston Methodist Church is an Inclusive Church
We believe in inclusive church – a church which celebrates
and affirms every person and does not discriminate.

We will continue to challenge the church where it continues to
discriminate against people on grounds of disability, economic
power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning disability,

mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality.

We believe in a Church which welcomes and serves all people in the name of
Jesus Christ; which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel
afresh for each generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all
people to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ.

www.inclusive-church.org

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
https://www.inclusive-church.org

