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Ten years of Beeston Methodist Church
Happy Birthday! Churches in Beeston and Chilwell  joined to form Beeston
Methodist in September 2014, ten years ago! See pages 4 and 5 to see the
services and events we have planned to celebrate! If you have any reflections on
the formation of BMC, or what BMC has meant to you over the past ten years,
please send them in – I would love to publish them.

We also welcome a new Methodist President and Vice President – the new
President is Rev Helen Cameron who we know as the recent chair of our district,
and Mrs Carolyn Godfrey is the new Vice President.

Please note that the next newsletter will be a joint October and November issue.

Mark Ramsey – Editor

Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter – September 2024
Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter is published by Beeston Methodist
Church. Any articles or opinions expressed within may not be the opinion or
policy of Beeston Methodist Church. Any articles without a credited author have
been adapted by the editor from the credited source. To view the newsletter pdf
as a booklet in Adobe Acrobat Reader, select View/Page Display/Two Page View
and Show Cover Page. Similar options are available in other viewers.

Any articles for inclusion in the next issue should be emailed by 16th September
to newsletter@beestonmethodist.church. Articles may be edited for space.

Beeston Methodist Church
Web: www.beestonmethodist.church
Email: office@beestonmethodist.church
Tel:  0115 9431164
Minister:  Rev Andrew Checkley revacheckley@btinternet.com
Newsletter editor: Mark Ramsey newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
Cover image from BMC facebook page
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Minister’s message
September marks the start of the new Connexional year within Methodism so
happy new year. This year also marks the 10th anniversary of the formation of
BMC. BMC was formed from Chilwell Road, Clarkes Lane, Inham Nook, Queen’s
Road and Wollaton Road joining. So, I suppose it would be appropriate to wish
BMC a Happy Birthday.

Sometimes when you have a significant birthday, you look back over the years as
to what has happened. It is easy to look back because the events have already
happened. Each person can have a different perspective on the same events.
Some will have looked at the joining of the churches as a great opportunity to
witness to the community, others will have seen it as the loss of “their” church
and identity.

Whenever there is a new venture, it is the opportunity to reflect on how things
have been done in the past and look to see how it can be done differently.

As we look back over the last 10 years, it is right that we also look forward and
ask ourselves some serious questions. What does it mean to be the Methodist
Church in Beeston in 2024? Where do we see ourselves in 5 years’ time or even
further ahead? How do we equip ourselves and ensure the building is fit for
purpose?

What do we need to change to be better able to fulfil the mission that we are
called to share with those around us?

Some might say that the redevelopment of the building will enable us to do
these things but the building is nothing without the people and activities to take
place.

As we look back during September at what has been achieved at BMC over the
last 10 years, may we also look forward to the future where we can continue to
be kingdom builders and be part of a community that shows the love of God in
creative ways as well as taking the message of Christ out into the world.

God bless,
Andrew

mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.beestonmethodist.church
mailto:office@beestonmethodist.church
mailto:revacheckley@btinternet.com
mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.facebook.com/MethodistPresidency
https://www.facebook.com/MethodistPresidency
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Update from the Redevelopment Group
We have gone out to tender!  Five builders, who have expressed interest in the
project, have been sent the information.  There have been visits to the church
from these builders and they are now busy writing up their submissions.  We
expect to hear back in August and will then need to look at the various reports to
decide who we then appoint to do the work.  Appleyard and Trew, the quantity
surveyors, along with the architects will advise us on this.  We will then have
discussions about when the work will start.

We’re holding our communal breath waiting for this. Please keep the project in
your prayers.

Chris Bridges and Connie Pullan, on behalf of the Redevelopment Group

Tenth Anniversary of BMC
In September this year, Beeston Methodist Church is celebrating its tenth
anniversary. It was back in 2014 that most of the Beeston and Chilwell churches
came together as one congregation. Initially worship still took place in three
different locations at Wollaton Road, Queen’s Road and Chilwell Road but the
congregations from these three plus Clarkes Lane and Inham Nook were joined
as one under the name of Beeston Methodist Church on the first of September
2014.

For our tenth anniversary we thought we’d have a celebration month. So, after
each morning service, along with our tea and coffee fellowship, there will be
celebration cakes. (Gluten free choices will be available as well).

There is also an opportunity to celebrate Harvest Supper together on Saturday
28th September from 4pm to 7pm. (Please note the earlier start time). There will
be a quiz followed by a meal of jacket potato with a choice of filling and cakes for
dessert. Tickets are available from stewards or from Karen in the office. There
will be no charge for the tickets, but people will be invited to make donations on
the day if they wish.

Glenda Taylor
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Update from the Worship Team
The BMC Worship Team met in June to discuss items for the period between
September and December.

We planned a series of services for September to celebrate the 10th anniversary
of BMC. These are:

Sep 1st 10.30am Covenant Service led by Rev Andrew Checkley
Sep 8th 10.30am Community – Paula Dawson
Sep 15th 10.30am Church Charity Presentation – Local Arrangement
Sep 22nd 10.30am Worship, Ministry of the Word – Malcolm Wilson
Sep 29th 10.30am Harvest – Glenda Taylor

We started to plan for services during Advent and Christmas (more about this
next month).

We discussed questions raised by the Differing Abilities Champions as they
impact our worship, and have suggested some changes which should make our
services more accessible. Also, we have asked those who lead worship to explain
the context and content of ‘special’ services to enable visitors to follow what is
happening during those services.

Finally, our next meeting is on Thursday 12th September at 7.30pm. As ever,
anyone with an interest in Worship related matters is welcome to join us.

Martin Weir, Chair of the Worship Team

Update from the Leadership Team
Things have perhaps been a bit quieter over the summer, but this is about to give
way to a month of Celebrations – 10 years since BMC became one church
congregation!  Please do take some moments to reflect on what we have gained
by coming together and what we value about our BMC church family. Celebrate
well. Enjoy the cake! Praise the Lord.

Sally Ramsey, on behalf of the Leadership Team
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President and Vice-President
elected and inducted for 2024/2025
The Rev Helen Cameron has been elected and inducted as President
of the Methodist Conference. During the Methodist Conference, the induction
occurred on Sat 29 June at the Royal Armouries and New Dock Hall in Leeds.

Rev Helen Cameron is currently the Moderator of the Free Churches Group and
President of Churches Together in England. Helen represented the Free Churches
at the funeral of Her Majesty the Queen, reading prayers during the service and
also took part in the Coronation of King Charles, blessing the newly crowned King
alongside the Archbishops. Helen has worked extensively with survivors of sexual
abuse and co-wrote the study guide Reflect and Respond with members of the
Methodist Survivors Advisory Group.

In her Conference address, Helen invited the Methodist Church to listen to the
lived experience of those who experience poverty and learn from marginal
communities about what needs to change so that all can flourish. She warned
against the Church abandoning those who experience poverty because to do so
would be “to abandon the gospel”.

Mrs Carolyn Godfrey was inducted as the Vice President. Carolyn is the District
Safeguarding Officer covering the Darlington and Newcastle Districts, and a local
preacher. She has a background in pastoral care and child protection within the
education system helping to support children with additional needs and families
facing complex issues. Carolyn’s experience in her safeguarding role, education
and lifelong engagement with the Methodist church have given her the drive to
understand and challenge the use and misuse of power.

In her address to the Conference, Carolyn spoke about the call to us all to learn
and challenge our thinking.  She encouraged members of the Conference and the
wider church to start by making small changes that would build together into a
wave of transformation in the church as it seeks to “Learn to do right, seek
justice and defend the oppressed”.

30 June 2024. From www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/president-and-vice-
president-elected-and-inducted-for-20242025

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/president-and-vice-president-elected-and-inducted-for-20242025
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Ten years of BMC
Ten years seem to have flown by.  I no longer think of people
as being ex Wollaton Road, or ex Chilwell Road etc.  I cannot tell
why I ever thought like that, but I think we are a happy congregation
on the whole and yet I am sorry that some folk have moved
elsewhere for their church services and fellowship.

I shall be glad when the alterations get started otherwise I wonder if I shall ever
see their end.

I worry that it is difficult to get people to volunteer to do “jobs”.  I think maybe if
we want to attract younger people then we may have to offer either a weekday
evening service or a social or devotional type meeting of an evening because
younger people have to work during the day.  I hesitated before mentioning this
as I am not able to offer to do much to help in this direction.  I do still manage to
get to the evening services held on Sundays at present, but if I stop driving then I
would not be happy walking to church in the dark on my own.

It was telling last year that 23 of the congregation gathered for an afternoon tea
to celebrate the 80th and 90th birthdays of approximately 18 or 19 of those
people.

I hope I have not been too negative in my outlook.  We do have quite a few
people who do a lot to make BMC a wonderful place to worship and we are very
fortunate that there are so many local preachers available to supplement the
ministers leaving us with not too many local arrangements.  I feel that we are a
caring body of people and are able to support charities and look towards being
eco friendly.

Lesley Gray

Editor’s note: The image on the cover of this month’s newsletter, repeated
above, was posted on the BMC facebook page on 18 May 2020 with the text:
Yesterday, as part of our prayers of thanksgiving, we shared with one another all
the things that we are thankful for in that moment. These words were then put
into a wordcloud generator to create something visual we can share with one
another and be reminded of all the blessings we share as a church family.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/president-and-vice-president-elected-and-inducted-for-20242025
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Responding to violent disorder
The President of the Methodist Conference, the Rev Helen Cameron,
and Vice-President, Carolyn Godfrey, have released the following
statement and prayer as a response to the violent disorder that has taken place
over recent days.

The Methodist Church celebrates diversity as a gift from God. Every day we work
through churches, schools and community projects to build relationships of
respect, care and love in communities across Britain. Watching the news from
towns and cities across our nations, where people motivated by hate have
caused harm and fear, has been shocking and distressing. The Methodist Church
deplores the use of violence and intimidation against displaced, marginalised and
vulnerable people. We are appalled that the tragic killing of three young children
and the injuring of others has been used as an excuse for riots and disturbances.
Honesty and trust are at the heart of the Christian life and the abuse of social
media in spreading lies to stir up anger and hate is despicable.

Those with hate in their hearts will never have the last word. As communities
reel from unrest and disorder, Methodists will continue to work with our
ecumenical and interfaith partners, as we join in clearing up, restoring trust and
building communities of love, in which people can live in peace.

A Prayer following the recent unrest

God of love,
We pray for your Spirit of peace to move in our communities,
that those who are targets of hate might be safe
and that people of good will might work together in love and respect.

We pray for your Spirit of healing,
that those who grieve, might be comforted
and those who are injured might be made well.

We pray for your Spirit of hope,
that those who despair might see a way ahead
and those who live in fear might find sanctuary and freedom.

https://vimeo.com/996169531
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/responding-to-violent-disorder
https://vimeo.com/996169531
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Soften the hearts of those motivated by hate
and help us all to love our neighbours as those made in your image.
In Christ’s name.

Amen

5 August 2024. From www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/responding-to-violent-
disorder

See the Love
See The Love, the film released by the Methodist Church in response to the
recent violent disorder, has been watched more than 25,000 times and shown in
many churches.

We’ve all witnessed what happens when hate comes before love. That’s why
we’re encouraging everyone to #SeeTheLove.  Across the UK we have seen
misinformation breed separation, riots, unrest and destruction. But we know
there is a better way. This a prayer for communities, minorities and all of us.

The film uses a re-recording of the song See The Love by Christian band The
Brilliance. See the film at www.vimeo.com/996169531

https://vimeo.com/996169531
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/responding-to-violent-disorder
https://vimeo.com/996169531
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BMC Church Charities 2023-24

The total raised by August 6th was £10167.89

eBay £4395.87 Money jars £332.69
Other items £1219.62 Recycled books and CDs £520.07
Coffee mornings £1250.79 Coffee bar £1093.32
Events £127.08 Event refreshments £180.92
Coins £628.03 Donations £399.50
Wishing well £20.00

Recent contributions include £412 from eBay sales, £112 from the July coffee
mornings, £64 from Money Jars, £56 from coins and £55 from recycled books
and CDs.

The Local Arrangement service on September 15th at 10.30am will include an
opportunity for representatives of the 3 charities to explain how the money
raised is being used.

Colin Firbank

A prayer that we might see the hidden treasure in our
communities
Loving God, help us to see the hidden treasure in our communities. People who
quietly go about doing wonderful things that make a difference, yet not seeking
the limelight. Our churches are made up of individuals who tirelessly try to show
your love to others, and so bring hope and help to people in need. Often these
‘hidden treasures’ are the catalyst behind a new project that encourages others
to try something different. We bring them to you in gratitude for their selfless
giving of themselves, emotionally, physically and spiritually. Amen.

Aileen Fox, local preacher, Central Norfolk Circuit. From www.methodist.org.uk/
for-churches/resources/prayers

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers
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Church Charity 10-year Review
When the churches came together in 2014, Chilwell Road, Queens Road and
Wollaton Road had their own tradition for supporting charities in various ways.
One was an annual Church Charity chosen by the Chilwell Road and Wollaton
Road congregations. Wollaton Road started each year in September (the
church’s financial year) and Chilwell Road started in January (the calendar year).
This arrangement continued separately until January 2016 when the charity
supported was the Nottingham Hospitals Charity with a total of £10,966.88. The
Pain Management Unit received £2,000 and the Saving Lives Helipad Appeal
£8,966.88.

Since then each year 2 or 3 charities have been chosen and in some years over
£16,000 has been raised. Covid affected the fundraising in the year 2019-2020
but over £13,000 was still raised. It was decided to continue for 6 months with
Maua Methodist Hospital and Tree Tops Hospice but to include The Ark Advice
Centre for the whole year. The former two received a further £2,200 each and
The Ark Advice Centre £9,776.

Other charities supported include Embrace the Middle East, LIV Village in South
Africa, Citizens Advice Broxtowe, Thrive Village Tanzania, Datum Foundation,
Forever Stars, Operation Orphan, The Leprosy Mission, The Macular Society and
HOPE Nottingham.

The small Charity Committee which has co-ordinated the fundraising has been
grateful for the support given both by church members and the local community.

Colin Firbank

BMC Church Charities 2024-25
The Mission and Outreach Committee accepted the recommendation that the
charities will be Embrace the Middle East (proposed by Paula Dawson and
Connie Pullan) and Anthony Nolan (proposed by Rev Andrew Checkley).

Colin Firbank

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers
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Eastbourne 2024
During a summer notable for its poor weather, Pat’s Tours arrived in time to
share part of a heatwave that hit the southeast corner. It was only a brief shower
of rain that interrupted our visit to Borde Hill Gardens. The gardens are a result
of acquisitions from around the world by a Victorian plant hunter. Pathways
wander through different garden rooms, including ‘the tranquil Italian’, and the
‘stunning rose’ gardens. Earlier we had been to Royal Tunbridge Wells, a spa
town favoured by Georgian Royalty and society for the curative powers of its
spring waters. The famous Pantiles are a row of shops and cafés that share a
colonnaded covered walkway. At the end of the row The Chalybeate Spring
gushes up a fountain of spa water, bottles of which were on sale from a vending
machine with added flavours, such as dandelion, marigold, perhaps, even salted
caramel. There is also the Church of King Charles the Martyr. Built in 1678, it
marks the strong feelings for the restored monarchy. Unusually named after the
ill-fated Charles I whose church reforms at a time of religious turmoil were a
contributory cause in the 17th century civil war. Amongst interesting features
were the umbrella racks on the ends of the pews, familiar in our own churches
but significant here, as in 1775, a parishioner, James Harvey introduced the
umbrella to England.

Wednesday we were free to explore on our own. An open top bus tour of
Eastbourne was popular, or a bus ride taken to neighbouring resorts. The pier
was opposite our hotel, the Burlington, so was a favoured choice. A walk
westwards along the promenade brought a pleasant surprise, Holy Well, with its
beach, café and beach huts. Beyond, the chalk cliffs rise towards Beachy Head
and the recently renamed ‘King Charles III Coastal Path’. From here, the Road
Train takes a route along the full length of the promenade to the Redoubt
Fortress, two miles away, and beyond. In the evening there was an opportunity
to visit the nearby Hippodrome Theatre for an enjoyable entertainment of
familiar songs and comedy. The show was billed as ‘A Night to Remember’,
though some will recall Wednesday as ‘A Day to Remember’. Earlier we had
learnt of an incident that involved a member of our party, Mike, who was
savagely assaulted by a seagull. The bird swooped down and snatched a freshly
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baked pasty from his grip and in the
turmoil of flapping wings, two cups of hot
coffee were overturned, drenching all
within range. In other incidents, gulls
swooped to seize an ice cream cornet and
someone else lost their chocolate flake.

The name of the Roman Catholic church
at Goring-on-Sea was The Church of the
English Martyrs. In the glass of the north
window are depicted ten Martyrs, mostly
ones who died during the religious
conflicts of the Tudor period for refusing
to deny their beliefs. The building of the
church was completed in 1968 and is
notable for an impressive painted ceiling,
a copy of that seen in the Sistine Chapel

in Rome. An introductory talk informed us of how the present church developed
from the neighbouring old barn, and the five years devoted by one man to create
a copy of the Michaelangelo masterpiece. Mirrors on trolleys helped avoid a crick
in the neck when taking in the details of the ceiling painting and a useful leaflet
identified the biblical scenes and characters, from the Creation to the story of
Noah. The same artist painted his own version of The Last Supper, adding other
characters with hidden symbolism.

From the peace of the little church, we travelled to Brighton where we were
absorbed into the heat, sights and sounds of the seaside playground, there to
experience the delights of its shops or the seafront entertainments. The crowds
were very dense around the entrance to the famous pier, so it took a good walk
to reach the quieter west end of the promenade. There the i360 tower was in
action, giving its customers a complete panoramic view over the town, the south
downs, and the sea. The skeletal fragment of the West Pier remains, but previous
ideas for its replacement took a different direction, projecting its visitors
skywards, 531 feet high. I do not know if anyone in our party took the challenge.
We sought shelter and refreshment under a parasol and watched the activity of

Eastbourne
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this giddy enterprise. After the evening meal, Mike received a gift as appreciation
for a kind deed – a small figurine of that marauding menace of the seaside, a
seagull, in fine detail down to its beak boasting a profusion of chips.

Just when we had mastered the toast-making machine at breakfast, it was time
to travel home, a journey experiencing a temperature of 32 degrees. Some
people have an ambition to see their ‘name in lights’ and Pat Shirra has achieved
that on this holiday. On the display panels on the sides of the coach, Pat’s name
and our destination, Eastbourne, flashed, alternately, in bright white lights. This
year we have more reason to be grateful that Pat continues to arrange these
holidays for the pleasure and companionship of so many. Thank you, Pat.

Robert Dawson

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times

https://www.methodist.org.uk/faith/prayer/israel-palestine/statements-and-briefings/a-summary-of-the-methodist-conference-position-on-israel-palestine
https://www.sabeel-kairos.org.uk
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Sabeel-Kairos campaigners hold vigil for
Gaza at Methodist Conference
The Sabeel-Kairos Methodist Campaign group organised a vigil for Gaza on the
morning of the 1st July outside the entrance to Methodist Conference. During
the morning, hundreds of conference delegates stopped to reflect, pray and light
a candle for Gaza on their way into Conference. We were joined by members of
the Connexional Team, previous Presidents and vice-Presidents of the
Conference as well as ministers.

Palestine was also on the agenda for the Monday afternoon sessions at
Conference. The response by the Methodist Conference included calling on the
UK Government to cease all arms sales to Israel, expressing alarm at the
significantly increased dispossession of Palestinian land and houses in the West
Bank over the past year, and commending Methodists to further study the
resources the Methodist Church has made available. The document A Summary
of the Methodist Conference Position on Israel Palestine can be found at
www.methodist.org.uk/faith/prayer/israel-palestine/statements-and-briefings/
a-summary-of-the-methodist-conference-position-on-israel-palestine

From Sabeel-Kairos July newsletter and www.sabeel-kairos.org.uk

https://www.methodist.org.uk/faith/prayer/israel-palestine/statements-and-briefings/a-summary-of-the-methodist-conference-position-on-israel-palestine
https://www.sabeel-kairos.org.uk


BMC Newsletter — September 2024

16

Prayer following Gaza school airstrike
Following the airstrike on a school building sheltering
Palestinians that killed more than 70 people, the
Methodist Church has released this prayer and call to
action.

Prayer
Oh God,

How many times must I pray for peace?

Despite all my prayers I see Gazan schools blown apart, lives shattered as people
sought refuge and prayed.

I see hostages held and their families suffering every endless minute that they
wait for release.

Why, oh why, oh God do my pleas fall on deaf ears, my tears rebound off stony
ground and my hope falter under the sheer weight of death, destruction and
devastation? Are you immune to this human suffering?

Yet, I know that your tears fall with mine, your hope is tested by the inhumanity
of this current conflict and you yearn for that time when the wolf will lie down
with the lamb, a time when they will not seek to hurt or destroy each other on
your holy mountain.

So I pray again with all my heart for a ceasefire in Gaza, a release for the
hostages and for a just solution that peace may flourish in the land where you
walked.

Amen.

Call to Action
In an interview on Radio Four’s Today programme (Mon 12 Aug), a Gazan doctor
appealed to the new UK government and King Charles to act swiftly and out of
their humanity, to do all they could to end the horrific suffering in Gaza.
Describing the starvation, the hospitals without medication, the destruction, the

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/experts-hail-icj-declaration-illegality-israels-presence-occupied
https://www.methodist.org.uk/faith/prayer/israel-palestine/gaza-appeal/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/prayer-following-gaza-school-building-bombing/
https://embraceme.org/news-1/embrace-helps-broker-new-global-christian-call-for-a-ceasefire-in-gaza
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loss of past, present and future for Palestinians, he asked, “What can justify this
– when the highest price is being paid by innocent people?” He called for an end
to the war and for neighbours to live in peace.

You can help amplify his voice by writing to your MP and asking for the UK
government to support:

� An immediate ceasefire in Gaza
� The release of all hostages held in Gaza
� An arms embargo on weapons sales to Israel and any countries that might

support Hamas.
� An end to the illegal occupation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem in the

light of the International Court of Justice declaration in July 2024 (see
www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/experts-hail-icj-declaration-
illegality-israels-presence-occupied).

Give
It is still possible to give to the Methodist Church’s Gaza appeal at
www.methodist.org.uk/faith/prayer/israel-palestine/gaza-appeal.

12 August 2024. From www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/prayer-following-
gaza-school-building-bombing

New global Christian call for a ceasefire in Gaza
The President and Vice-president of Conference are among over 200 global
Christian bishops and executive leaders who have signed a new letter urging
world powers to use all their leverage to stop the violence and to work for a just
and lasting peace. The letter calls for an immediate permanent ceasefire, work
for the release of hostages and prisoners held without due process of law alike,
the unimpeded flow of humanitarian aid to civilians, and halting all weapons and
ammunition transfers to Israel to ensure they are being used according to
international law.

23 July 2024. The full letter can be seen at www.embraceme.org/news-
1/embrace-helps-broker-new-global-christian-call-for-a-ceasefire-in-gaza

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/experts-hail-icj-declaration-illegality-israels-presence-occupied
https://www.methodist.org.uk/faith/prayer/israel-palestine/gaza-appeal/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/prayer-following-gaza-school-building-bombing/
https://embraceme.org/news-1/embrace-helps-broker-new-global-christian-call-for-a-ceasefire-in-gaza
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Monthly Eco Tip
Assist local wildlife during very hot
weather
Provide hedgehogs with hedgehog biscuits (available at many pet stores and
online) or dog biscuits (small/crumbed) as their prey of slugs, snails and worms
diminishes, and ensure a safe exit for them and other small mammals if you have
a garden pond. Help garden birds by maintaining a filled bird bath and supplying
supplementary food including black sunflower seeds, pinhead oatmeal, soaked
sultanas, raisins, currants, mealworms, waxworms, and a nutritious seed
mixture, when natural supplies become scarce.

Lifestyle tip: Care for local wildlife, care for the world
Here are some tips to help local wildlife during very hot weather:

1. Provide Water: Set up birdbaths or shallow water dishes in shaded areas.
Adding stones or gravel can help smaller creatures access the water easily.
Remember to clean and refill these regularly to keep the water fresh.

2. Create Shade: Plant trees or shrubs to provide natural shade. You can also
use garden umbrellas or create shaded areas with tarps or cloths to help
animals find cooler spots.

3. Offer Food: During extreme heat, natural food sources can become scarce.
Providing bird feeders, nectar for hummingbirds, and even leaving out fruits
can help sustain wildlife.

4. Use Mulch: Mulching garden beds helps retain moisture in the soil, keeping
it cooler and providing a habitat for insects and other small creatures.

5. Install Water Features: Adding misters, drippers, or small ponds can help
keep the environment cool and provide drinking water for various animals.

6. Avoid Pruning: Postpone pruning until cooler weather to maintain maximum
leaf cover, which provides essential shade and shelter.

7. Emergency Kit: Keep a kit in your car with water, a blanket, and a box to help
any wildlife you might find in distress.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/action/climate/monthly-eco-tip
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Worship resource
Job 12:7-10

 – But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they
will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea
inform you. Which of all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done
this? In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all humanity. –

Prayer of the month
Rosemarie Clarke, superintendent, West Sussex (Coast and Downs) Circuit

Wonderful and amazing God, your love for us is beyond our imagining. Made in
your image to love you with every fibre of our being, we long for our lives to
honour you and all your creation, in every hour of every day. Help us in living up
to that hope and in reaching out with generosity and grace to those who have
not yet responded to your love. Amen.

August Eco Tip from www.methodist.org.uk/action/climate/monthly-eco-tip

BMC Mission Possible
BMC Mission Possible is continuing to raise money towards our
redevelopment in various ways. Coming up is the Ride and Stride
on the 14th of September (see below) and there may be other
events before Christmas. If there is anything you feel you could offer, please let
Glenda Taylor know (0115 9135571).

Ride and Stride 2024
The annual Ride and Stride Event organised by the Nottinghamshire Historic
Churches Trust (NHCT) takes place this year on Saturday 14th September. BMC
will be taking part again as usual by doing a sponsored Stride and also by
welcoming Striders and Riders at our church during the day. If you would like to
be involved either on the walk or by welcoming people at church, please let Andy
Taylor know (0115 9135571). Please remember we are particularly grateful this
year to the NHCT as they have given us a grant of £4000 towards the repairs to
our Spire. This year money raised by us on the Ride and Stride will be split
equally between NHCT and BMC Mission Possible.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/action/climate/monthly-eco-tip
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Our 10% giving to Charity 2024
This year the Finance group again decided to follow the pattern of giving 10% of
our ordinary given income to charity. 80% goes to Methodist charities and 20%
to other charities nominated by members of our congregation.

This year the allocations were made as follows:

Methodist concerns Requests from congregation
Fund for World Mission £2960 30th Girls Brigade £165

Mission in Britain £1680 Beeston Women's Group £165

All We Can  £960 Datum Foundation £165

Methodist Church Fund for Property  £800 Discover £165

NCH Action for Children  £400 Esme's Umbrella £165

Fund for support of Presbyters & Deacons  £480 Ethiopiaid £165

Leaders of Worship and Preachers Trust  £240 George Miller £165
The Herons £240 Gitare School £165
Queenswood £240 M.E. Association £165

Maggies £165
Sight Savers £165
Stroke Association £165

Total  £10,000

Maureen Beardsall, on behalf of the Beeston Methodist Church 10% giving group

Prayer
May the cross of the Son of God, mightier than all the powers of evil, bless our
going out and our coming in, deliver us from all temptation and unruly passion,
and the God of all grace bless us, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, now
and forever.
Amen.

Traditional Indian liturgy. From www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/prayer/prayer-
of-the-day

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UXIEGHdOjts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XHrShXOrCRU
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/prayer/prayer-of-the-day


BMC Newsletter — September 2024

21

Celebrating 50 years of women ordained as
presbyters in the UK Methodist Church
50 years ago (on 2nd July 1974) the first women were ordained as presbyters in
the UK Methodist Church, at the Conference which was held in Bristol. Among
the first ordinands was Rev Eileen Wragg, whom we came to know after she had
‘sat down’ and come to Beeston to be close to Ian and Anne. Eileen’s ministry
continued long into her retirement, as many at BMC can attest.

In the UK Methodist Church, women have been ordained as Deacons since 1890,
but it was not until 1974 that they were able to be presbyters. A presbyter is a
person who exercises their calling as a Minister in the Methodist church.

Some months ago, the BMC Worship Team decided to arrange a service to
celebrate this 50th anniversary by inviting Rev Sarah Butcher (who ‘candidated’
from BMC) to lead our service of celebration on 21st July.

During the service Sarah described the process by which she became a minister,
and she spoke about her calling and her experience of ministry.

We also recalled that over the past 50 years, several women (like Sarah) have
been called to ministry from our Circuit, and that a number of women have
served in the churches in our Circuit. Indeed, Rev Susan Holmes fulfils both of
these categories!

The celebration was both informative and challenging, and it is still available to
view on the BMC YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/watch?v=UXIEGHdOjts

Martin Weir

Celebrating 50 years of women being ordained in the
Methodist Church
This Methodist Church video can be seen at www.youtube.com/watch
?v=XHrShXOrCRU. The film shares the experiences of past Presidents the Rev
Sonia Hicks and the Rev Michaela Youngson along with the Rev Kathryn Stephens
and the Rev Kan Yu who talk about their calling to the ministry as well as the
challenges they faced and their work now.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UXIEGHdOjts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XHrShXOrCRU
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/prayer/prayer-of-the-day
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A message from Hiroshima
On 6 August 1945, 79 years ago, the USA dropped an atomic bomb
on the Japanese city of Hiroshima, instantly murdering over
100,000 people and forever changing the lives of countless more.

Yoshiatsu Takamura, who survived the bombing as a young child, sends us this
message:

On this solemn Hiroshima Day, we are reminded of the devastating
consequences of nuclear warfare and the urgent need to advocate for peace.

Today, the confrontation between war and peace is intensifying. The war
forces in Russia and Israel openly speak of using nuclear weapons. It is proving
that modern warfare and the use of nuclear weapons are inseparable.

This is precisely why the forces advocating for peace are calling for the signing
and ratification of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons to
prevent war and safeguard peace. At their second meeting held at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York last December, nuclear deterrence was
directly criticized as a policy tool that “not only fails to protect peace but also
serves as a means of coercion, intimidation, and escalating tensions.”

The peace-seeking forces are becoming increasingly powerful in the face of
actions by Russia and Israel. With confidence in the achievements of the
December meeting, let’s increase the signatures and ratifications of the Treaty
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, and let’s add countries like Japan and
the United Kingdom.

Let us stand united in our commitment to this cause. By working together, we
can pave the way towards a world free from the threat of nuclear warfare,
ensuring a safer and more peaceful future for all.

Let’s cooperate and strive together.

Thank you,
Yoshiatsu Takamura

Liddy Buswell, 6 August 2024. From www.christiancnd.org.uk/2024/08/06/a-
message-from-hiroshima

https://christiancnd.org.uk/2024/08/06/a-message-from-hiroshima
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=783677563943566
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers
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A prayer of Remembrance
Most merciful God,

whose peace and justice pass all understanding,
we pray for all people whose lives and livelihoods are damaged by war,
for nations where present and future are torn apart by violence,
and today we pray especially for the communities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
shattered by the horrors of nuclear conflict.

Comfort those who mourn,
heal the broken-hearted,
give hope to the despairing,
strengthen the vulnerable
and enable us to build a world without nuclear weapons
and where peace prevails.

We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Rev Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York. From www.facebook.com/photo/
?fbid=783677563943566

A prayer that we may reflect the goodness of God
Holy God,
creation is your gift of grace, pregnant with your presence.
You have adorned it with goodness, with jewels of kindness that shimmer and
cast light into life.
The radiance of your Spirit refracts through the lives of your people and
illuminates the darkness, disturbing it with hope.
As your hand unveils what is hidden, may we reflect what you reveal for the
good of all you have made.
Amen.

Kerry Tankard, District Chair, Yorkshire West District. From
www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers

https://christiancnd.org.uk/2024/08/06/a-message-from-hiroshima
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=783677563943566
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers
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Praying for the Earth
13. Diversity & Endlings

Father of Creation, God of Grace,
We thank you for the gift of this world.
For beauty, For the gift of life and love.

Father of Creation, God of Grace,
We thank you for the stunning diversity found within creation.
Mountains, streams and the changing of the seasons.
You declared it to be good, and it is good.
It is beautiful.

We thank you for our capacity to behold the mystery of wonder,
For the times when our breath is taken away by what we behold.
You declared it to be good, and it is good.
It is beautiful

We thank you that we share this world with non-human worshippers,
A diverse choir that proclaims your praise.

The Sun-Set Moth, of Madagascar worships you with each beat of its wings.
The Swallow-Tailed Hummingbird honours you as it hovers.
The Candy Crab proclaims your praise as it turns yellow, white and pink.
The Zanzibar Red Colobus with its unusual smell,
The Black Backed Kingfisher, small and precious in your sight.
The Fennic Fox, the smallest fox with the biggest ears.

And yet we recognise that your world is grieving,
As the diversity of your world becomes less diverse
Instead of acting as gardeners, we have plundered Eden.
We have misused our power.

Lord have mercy.

We live in a world of endlings and extinctions,
We have misused our power

https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency/
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And we have unleashed the gates of hell through consumerism and unrestrained
capitalism.
Lord have mercy.

And yet we hear your call afresh.
You have not abandoned us, but you have shown your love to us in Jesus.

And yet we hear your call afresh.
You are the healer of all hurts, you will make all things new.

Equip us anew so that we would turn away from our parasitical tendencies,
And instead, reinvigorate us by your Spirit so that we, your church, can look and
love like Jesus.
So that we too can partake of the holy kingdom rebellion for all that good, true
and beautiful.

Call us afresh to our poetical and prophetic calling so that we can discern and
speak truth to the reality in which we find ourselves.

Call us afresh to our poetical and prophetic calling so that we can offer a fresh
imagination and story.

Father of Creation, God of Grace,
Wake us up, equip us afresh.
The world is in peril,
Let us be your hands and feet.

Father of Creation, God of Grace,
We thank you for the gift of this world.
For beauty, for the gift of life and love.

Father of Creation, God of Grace,
We thank you for the stunning diversity found within creation.
Mountains, streams and the changing of the seasons.
You declared it to be good, and it is good.
It is beautiful.

Rev Jon Swales, April 2021. From https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-
prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency  Creative Commons License

https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency/
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Bible study: Imitating Christ
“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” (v5)
Philippians 2:1-11

Background

Paul has already charged the Philippians to live lives worthy of the gospel (1:27);
in these opening verses of chapter 2 he fleshes out what that might mean. The
motivation for such a life is divine, ‘encouragement in Christ’, ‘sharing in the
Spirit’ (v. 1), the means are for all, unity, love, humility, unselfishness (vs 2-3),
and the result will give Paul further reason to rejoice (v. 2).

The repetition of the need for unity/single-mindedness might cause us to wonder
if there were seeds of dissent and disunity in the Philippian congregation. Any
such seeds are not to be allowed to grow.

Rather, lives worthy of the gospel will come, Paul suggests in verse 5, from
believers having the same mind that was in Christ Jesus. This is an example of
another theme running throughout this letter, that of thinking rightly. Christians
are urged to have the same mind as Jesus and to be humble (see vs 3-4).
Humility is a key theme in Paul’s letter and this passage reveals that it is the
ground on which unity and steadfastness may be built.

Lest any reader (then or now) should wonder what having the same mind as
Jesus might involve, verses 6-11 paint a glorious picture. There has long been
debate about whether these words are Paul’s own, or if he’s including an early
hymn to Jesus. But these lines certainly support and further explain verses 1-4.

The poetry in vs 6-11 takes the shape of a great parabola. It resonates with an
analogy used by the writer CS Lewis in chapter 14 of his book Miracles. He
describes Christ as being like a deep-sea diver searching for pearls. Starting in the
heights of heaven, Jesus journeys down through self-emptying into slavery and
perishable human flesh. He’s like the diver plunging into deep water, which gets
darker and darker the deeper he goes. The descent for Jesus continues further –
to death on a cross. It’s the very lowest point on the parabola, when the diver
plunges his hand into the mud to seek the pearl-bearing oyster. Then begins the

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/friday-9-august-2024
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/monday-5-august-2024/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/10-16-may-2015/thursday
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return journey in which God raises Jesus back up, as Lord and saviour of
humanity, rather like the diver surfacing, and entering the light, bearing aloft the
precious pearl.

To Ponder:

� In what ways do you find the marks of Christian living listed in verses 1-4
helpful as you seek to ‘imitate Christ’? Are there other attributes you would
add to Paul’s directions?

� What part does humility play in your life as a Christian disciple?
� Read and reflect on Charles Wesley’s brilliant hymn Glory be to God on high

(Singing the Faith 199) with all its paradoxes and contrasts.

Prayer

Emptied of his majesty, of his dazzling glories shorn,
beings’ source begins to be, and God himself is born! (StF 199 v. 2)

Jill Baker. Jill is a local preacher and tutor in the Strathclyde Circuit, and lives in
Glasgow. From www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/
friday-9-august-2024
To read all the week’s Imitating Christ studies, start at www.methodist.org.uk/
for-churches/resources/bible-studies/monday-5-august-2024

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/friday-9-august-2024
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/monday-5-august-2024/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/10-16-may-2015/thursday
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Daily devotions – ‘Are you looking after
yourself?’
Whenever one of our ‘children’ says they are feeling a bit under the weather, my
go-to question is ‘are you looking after yourself?’! I guess we all try to eat the
right things, drink enough, wear a hat and don’t stay in the sun too long, get
some exercise, etc. Hmmmmm... at least some of the time anyway. Do we look
after our spiritual or soul side of ourselves too? How do we go about doing that
when life is busy or we are constantly distracted by all the noise we have around
us? Distraction, for me, of it being so easy to switch on the TV! We feed
ourselves by going to church services as often as we can. For some, preparing
services or prayers, or reading in church, can feed us because it encourages us to
focus on the lessons in a deeper way. Serving others and speaking with one
another also feeds us, as we connect with the Jesus in others.

What about our private ‘at home’ devotional times? I am currently hopeless at
this, but I know that previous periods of daily quiet time with my God has been
beneficial in bringing me both peace and purpose. Lesley Gray recently reminded
the Care & Nurture Group that she now promotes and gets hold of the IBRA
(International Bible Reading Association) ‘Fresh from The Word’ Bible study
booklets, which provide daily study notes for reading and reflection from around
the world. This year, for instance, covers topics such as:

� Hope for a new year
� The big story: Bible framework
� Reconciliation
� Bringing good news and building the church
� Civil rights
� Philippians: joy and unity in Christ
� Creation
� Readings from Song of Solomon
� Remembering and remembrance
� A God of surprises
� Hope at Advent

mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.beliefnet.com/entertainment/joke-of-the-day.aspx


BMC Newsletter — September 2024

29

If you are interested in having a go at this and taking advantage of the group
discount, then let Lesley know you would like a copy.

Of course there are many other devotional opportunities out there too. Some
people use the annual Methodist Church Prayer Handbook, which provides
prayers from around the UK and globally, suggesting some shape and rhythm to
the way we pray for others on a regular basis. This year it explores ‘Hidden
Treasures’, the President of Conference’s theme for the year. I sometimes listen
to an app on my phone called Pray As You Go, which is a daily reflection from the
Jesuits, focusing each day on a Bible reading, and offering questions and space to
think about what the reading means and how it might apply to where we are at
in our daily lives.

There must be so many more out there. As part of our care and nurture of one
another, has anyone got any other ideas they could share with us? Please do – if
it is helpful for you, then surely there will be others who would benefit too. Or
would you be interested in any of the above? Please speak to myself or any
member of the Care & Nurture Group for more information or to share your tips.
And please also give your information (a short paragraph or fuller piece) to Mark
Ramsey, on paper (in person or in the R pigeonhole), or by email to newsletter
@beestonmethodist.church

Friends, let us build one another up.
Sally Ramsey

Church Bulletin Bloopers
Next Sunday, Mrs. Vinson will be soloist for the morning service. The pastor will
then speak on “It’s a Terrible Experience.”

The music for today’s service was all composed by George Friedrich Handel in
celebration of the 300th anniversary of his birth.

The “Over 60s Choir” will be disbanded for the summer with the thanks of the
entire church.

A song fest was hell at the Methodist church Wednesday.

From www.beliefnet.com/entertainment/joke-of-the-day.aspx

mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.beliefnet.com/entertainment/joke-of-the-day.aspx
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Embrace the Middle East
Prayer Diary
1 September Gender-based violence is an issue of growing
concern in Syria, exacerbated by 13 years of civil conflict. Middle East Revive and
Thrive (MERATH) runs a project in Homs providing specialist healthcare,
counselling and legal support to women and girls who have experienced abuse
and violence, as well as broader awareness-raising about women’s rights and
gender-based violence.

8 September Please pray for the Fairhaven School in Alexandria, which ensures
that more than 100 children with learning disabilities can gain an education in a
nurturing environment. Government provision for children with additional needs
is lacking in Egypt, so our support ensures that those from disadvantaged
families don’t miss out.

15 September Teenage girls in the Arab Israeli community in Acre, Israel, often
face pressure to leave school early in order to work or marry. Please pray for a
project we support, run by the International Christian Committee in Israel, whose
friendly centre offers teenage girls a welcoming social space, as well as support
with education and family challenges.

22 September Join us in giving thanks for all of those who are no longer with us,
but whose memory lives on through their ongoing support of our partners’ work.
We are so grateful for the generosity of people who have left a legacy to
Embrace, and we pray that the families who miss them will be comforted by
God’s presence in their lives.

29 September Hay el Gharbeh in Southern Beirut is a neglected informal
settlement with many disadvantaged families and few services. Our partner
Tahaddi offers subsidised healthcare for around 2,000 people a year, including
eye health services and adaptive equipment. They also provide financial help to
those requiring treatment in hospital.

From www.embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Aug24_Jan25_Web.pdf

https://embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Aug24_Jan25_Web.pdf
https://embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb_July22_Web.pdf
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Dates for your Diary
September 2024
Mon 2nd Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 14th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon

Sat 14th Table Top Time – family board games at BMC 3-5pm

Mon 16th Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 28th Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am

Sat 28th Harvest Supper (quiz followed by a meal) at BMC 4-7pm

Mon 30th Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

October 2024
Sat 5th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon

Mon 14th Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 19th Concert featuring Voce d’aqui d’aia and BMC Singers and Friends at
BMC 7pm. In aid of Alzheimer’s Society

Sat 26th Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am

Mon 28th Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Weekly events
Sunday Morning Worship at BMC 10.30am

Evening Service 6.30pm (on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month)
Monday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am
Tuesday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am

Open Space refreshments and fellowship at BMC 11.15am-12.15pm
(lunch at 12.15pm every second Tuesday of the month)

Wednesday Wholly Ground Café at BMC 11am-1pm (including a short act of
worship at 11.15am on the first Wednesday of the month)

https://embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Aug24_Jan25_Web.pdf
https://embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb_July22_Web.pdf


Here for You: God is calling us to

� Offer spiritual nourishment and growth to all
� Welcome and nurture everyone
� Serve those in our local community
� Be a strong voice for Justice.

Beeston Methodist Church is an Eco Church
From meditation to insulation, from location to invocation,
loving God and His creation should impact everything in our
church lives. Eco Church is a scheme to help churches
demonstrate that they care for God’s earth, to help them ‘go
green’ in all areas of church life.

Beeston Methodist Church gained the Eco Church Bronze Award in March 2021
and is now working towards the Silver Award. ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Beeston Methodist Church is an Inclusive Church
We believe in inclusive church – a church which celebrates
and affirms every person and does not discriminate.

We will continue to challenge the church where it continues to
discriminate against people on grounds of disability, economic
power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning disability,

mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality.

We believe in a Church which welcomes and serves all people in the name of
Jesus Christ; which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel
afresh for each generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all
people to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ.

www.inclusive-church.org

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
https://www.inclusive-church.org

