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Learn to do right, seek justice and defend
the oppressed

This newsletter features the speech made by this year’s President of the
Methodist Conference, the former chair of our district, Rev Helen Cameron. The
President and Vice-President have taken the above text from Isaiah as their
theme for their Presidential year, and Helen’s powerful speech calls for inclusion
and justice inside and outside the church. It is packed full of reflections which
could help us at BMC in our own work of caring, mission and outreach.

October is Black History Month — see page 26 to learn more about the role of
black women in Methodism.

The next newsletter will be the December and January issue.

Mark Ramsey — Editor

Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter — Oct/Nov 2024

Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter is published by Beeston Methodist
Church. Any articles or opinions expressed within may not be the opinion or
policy of Beeston Methodist Church. Any articles without a credited author have
been adapted by the editor from the credited source. To view the newsletter pdf
as a booklet in Adobe Acrobat Reader, select View/Page Display/Two Page View
and Show Cover Page. Similar options are available in other viewers.

Any articles for inclusion in the next issue should be emailed by 16th November
to newsletter@beestonmethodist.church. Articles may be edited for space.

Beeston Methodist Church

Web: www.beestonmethodist.church

Email: office@beestonmethodist.church

Tel: 01159431164

Minister: Rev Andrew Checkley revacheckley@btinternet.com
Newsletter editor: Mark Ramsey newsletter@beestonmethodist.church

Cover image: Rev Helen Cameron at Methodist Conference 2024.
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Minister’s message

October and November seem to be a time of remembering. At the end of
October, the Celtic tradition marked Samhain as the time when the seasons
changed from the light of summer to the darkness of autumn. At the start of
November, there is All Saints Day which marks the people who died and are
specifically remembered by the church as saints. The following day is All Souls
Day which is a day to remember all people who have died. At BMC, we will be
holding a service to remember loved ones who have died. You are all welcome to
come to this service to give thanks and remember. The service is at 5pm on
Sunday 3rd November.

All Saints Day and All Souls Day have been eclipsed in the most part by activities
on 31st October with people dressed up as all kinds of things which in no way
reflect a remembering of those who have died.

As we move through November, we come to November 5th. In the years
following the events of that night, it used to be a day when you were required to
go to church to give thanks to God for the deliverance of King James from the
plot. The events of 5th November were remembered with bonfires and fireworks
as well as the burning of effigies of the Pope as the plot was seen as a Catholic
one against King James.

Nowadays it has been renamed as Bonfire night and there are still fireworks set
off.

I must admit | always think that there should be a lack of explosions as it was the
fact that the bomb did not go off that is being remembered!

We come to 11th November when we remember the sacrifice of all who have
died as a result of war or conflict. In 1915 that a Canadian soldier wrote a poem
entitled In Flanders field. This poem spoke about the poppies that grew in the
battlefields and inspired an American Moina Michael to campaign for the poppy
to become the symbol of remembrance. In 1921, the first poppy appeal was held
and 9 million red poppies were sold raising funds for Royal British Legion. The red
poppy is still worn by many people today.
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In 1933, the Co-operative Women’s Guild wanted something to symbolise the
theme of Never Again and so they produced a white poppy for peace. The white
poppy is not as readily available as the red ones but you can obtain them from
the Peace Pledge Union. One person who wears a white poppy is Benjamin
Zephaniah. He explains his reasons for wearing a white poppy in a video on the
Peace Pledge Union’s website or at www.youtube.com/watch?v=itjCGCxT PU.

In the video, Benjamin also expresses a wish to not only remember the people
who were killed as a result of war but also the animals. As a way of remembering
the animals that were killed in war, some people wear a purple poppy. These can
be obtained from a variety of sources including the War Horse Memorial Fund,
details can be obtained from www.thewarhorsememorial.org/animal-purple-

poppy-fund.

Although the poppy is seen as the symbol of remembrance, it is not a universal
symbol and other flowers are used in different countries.

The flower of remembrance in France is cornflower. The blue flowers also grew
in the battlefields and the blue colour reminded the French people of the blue
uniforms worn by their soldiers during the war. In Belgium it is the daisy that is
worn to remember. The saffron marigold is worn by many in India to remember
and in Germany it is the forget me not.

There are many different ways that we can remember and the symbolism might
be different but we are still remembering.

We are called to remember every time we eat bread and drink wine. We
remember the sacrifice Jesus made for us all as we share communion together.
Let us continue to remember His sacrifice not only during the coming months but
for all time.

God bless,
Andrew

White poppies and red poppies will both be available in the BMC coffee bar in the
weeks leading up to Remembrance Sunday.
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Update from the Leadership Team

The Leadership Team have been very pleased to celebrate the tenth anniversary
of BMC and have enjoyed the enhanced fellowship of cakes with coffee and tea
after the morning services throughout September. It has also been good to
celebrate Harvest including Harvest Supper — our first since Covid.

Seven new large print copies of Singing the Faith have been ordered, raising our
total to 10, and should soon be with us.

It is clear that many at BMC support the idea of employing a lay worker to help
to develop work with young people but we need to ask Church Council for
approval and to set up a group of people willing to apply for the necessary
funding to help with this. Please let a church steward know if you feel you can
help with this.

The Mission and Outreach Group would like to invite Nigel Adams from
Transforming Notts Together to tell us about his work and to see if he can offer
any support for our outreach as a church. Nigel founded Hope Nottingham and is
well known to quite a few at BMC. Hilary will be inviting him to come to speak to
anyone interested at BMC rather than to just one group. The date will be
advertised in the notices and newsletter so please look out for this.

The Leadership is concerned that we are currently short of two stewards (we
should have eight but currently only have six) and would welcome anyone who
feels called to the role. We also need a chairperson for the finance committee
and people to help with various other roles in the church. Please speak to a
steward if you feel you are able to help in any way.

Unfortunately when our financial year ended in August, we had an end of year
budget deficit of £10 000 so now is a good time to review our giving. We need to
be able to finance the running of the church or it will close.

The Leadership Team is pleased that the redevelopment is progressing and that
we are hopeful that work will start early in the New Year.

Glenda Taylor, on behalf of the Leadership Team
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Reflection on 10 years of BMC

It is always sad when it becomes necessary to close a Church. Many of our
members and friends felt that Wollaton Road Methodist Church was closed too
soon. The reason being that it took the builder many months before he carried
out any work on the premises.

John and | were fortunate to be part of the Churches Walking Group which we
started in 1998. The group included many members from Methodist Churches in
Beeston and Chilwell. This, along with visitors to the Wollaton Road coffee
mornings meant that we already knew many of the members from Chilwell Road.

It has taken time but we now feel part of the Beeston Methodist Church family.
We thank members for giving us such a warm welcome and making the
transition much easier.

We therefore look forward, God willing, to worshipping in the new look Church
when the refurbishment of the premises is complete.

God Bless,
Margaret and John Corrall

=
Wimaa Jesus doesn't
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Update from the Worship Team

By the time that you read this, we should have completed a month of services
celebrating the 10th anniversary of BMC, culminating with the Harvest Festival.

At our last meeting we planned services through the autumn up to Christmas.

There will be a Service of Remembering at 5pm on Sunday 3rd November led by
our Minister, Andrew. December will begin with an Advent Carol Service on the
evening of Sunday 1st December. On the Sunday before Christmas the Junior
Church will lead a Nativity Service, and in the evening we will join with the
congregation at the Parish Church (St John’s) for a joint Carol Service led by the
combined chaoir.

We hope to arrange a Christingle service, and a late evening communion service
on Christmas Eve communion, before our Christmas Day Service at 10am.

Finally, our next meeting is on Wednesday 11th December at 7.00pm (earlier
than usual as this is the evening that the Carol Choir will be singing carols in The
Crown). As ever, anyone with an interest in Worship related matters is welcome
to join us.

Martin Weir, Chair of the Worship Team

BMC Mission Possible 4

BMC Mission Possible is continuing to raise money towards our

redevelopment in various ways. On Saturday November 16th at 8MC M!55i°"
7.30pm, Harlequin are giving a concert at BMC. We hope there Possible
will be other guests helping us but that is to be confirmed. Donations are

welcome at the door and can be gift aided if appropriate.

Glenda will again be running a stall at coffee mornings in January and February
with any unwanted Christmas Presents. Please bring any unwanted gifts to the
Church Office in January.

If there is anything you feel you could offer, please let Glenda Taylor know (0115
9135571).
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The President’s address to the

dh
Conference 2024

“Learn to do what is right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed” (Isaiah 1:17a)

Carolyn, the Vice-President, and | seek to share with you this year, a vision of the
Church and the world transformed, not by might or power but by love and
justice, mercy and compassion, truth and grace. We do so in support of the
Justice-seeking Church work begun by members of the Connexional Team. We
wish to encourage the Methodist Church to continue to be a Justice-seeking
Church, and where we may have been hesitant or uncertain, to urge one another
to be bolder. We believe that justice is what love looks like in public.

Abandoning pretence - truthful witness

The words of Isaiah in our text contain verbs, or doing words. They suggest that
justice does not occur accidentally or incidentally. Rather the text emphasises
that justice needs searching out, it involves us listening to others and so learning
about how others experience life. This Scripture demands something of us, it
calls us to become more aware of our privilege, and to embrace the audacity of
risk by being willing to set aside the privilege we have inherited even though that
might be frightening for us. The translation of the third part of our key text from
Hebrew can be read as “rebuke the oppressors” (rather than “defend the
oppressed”) and when we as Church use the prophetic language of ‘oppressors’
we need to consider the uncomfortable truth that at times this group might
include us.

The prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures are uncompromising in their message to
Gods people — God’s people need to stop being uncaring and ignoring the
suffering of those people who are poor. More than that, God’s people must also
stop actively courting catastrophe by failing to be what they are in essence called
to be. The potential catastrophe for us now as a Methodist Church might be that
we fail to live out our calling by abandoning the lowest income communities of
our nations and islands as we retreat from the most challenging and demanding
contexts for mission and ministry.
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Last year at an ecumenical conference the former Archbishop Rowan Williams
explored the question of what it means to be blessed, or fortunate and how that
guestion impacts the way churches relate to today’s world. He said: “Those who
are not anxious about stockpiling their resources but acknowledge their
dependence on mercy and gift; those who are hungry not for more security for
themselves, but for a justice that is shared with all; those who are compassionate
and without aggression, who are not afraid to be wounded, who labour for
reconciliation — all these are people who have left behind the passion to be the
possessors and managers of their destiny. They have become people who know
that it is only in relation to God, and to their siblings under God, that they will be
fully human.”

So, | believe we should listen for the call of God and look for the gift of God in the
needs of the world, and find the courage to embrace the risks that this looking
and listening and learning can bring.

| believe that the foundation to us becoming justice-seeking disciples is that
firstly we offer truthful witness to ‘what is’. Let’s not pretend we have all the
answers when we need to be taught the answers by those whose lived
experience is of those things we seek to change. Peruvian theologian and priest
on the margins Gustavo Gutierrez said, “You say you care about the poor — now
tell me their names”. Those who experience poverty describe it as a web of
poverty. It isn’t simply about having less money, which we could call a poverty of
resources, but that economic hardship can lead to poverty of relationship and to
poverty of identity. Choosing to stay alongside lower income communities and
weave relationships of friendship and neighbourliness rather than withdrawing
to more resourced communities is something the Methodist Church needs to do
more of as part of our commitment to work to tackle injustice and end poverty.
We must avoid taking refuge in the illusion that our ways and practices, our
priorities are always just ones but instead pay attention to, and engage with the
truth of what is. What might be required of us is a recognising of the “waking life
of love”. Malcolm Guite (Sounding the Seasons) in his sonnet for the beginning of
Lent imagines Jesus talking to Satan on a high mountain. Satan says to Jesus,




BMC Newsletter — October/November 2024

wake up from this foolish dream of love...

But Jesus laughed, ‘You are not what you seem.
Love is the waking life, you are the dream.

| want us to reflect on the choices we make as a Church as we seek to live

the waking life of love, here and now. The choice to ignore racial injustice, for
example, to not have to engage with it on a daily basis, is a key aspect of what is
known as white privilege.

As a white woman, | can choose whether to educate myself about Black British
history, or to choose to notice micro-aggressions directed against Black
colleagues, friends or strangers, or walk away pretending | did not see or hear
anything. When paying attention to racism feels uncomfortable or challenging, |
can turn up the ‘white noise machine’ (a phrase taught to me by a former
colleague Dr Rachel Starr) and block out any disturbing voices or events. | can
walk away. We can walk away. We have walked away. Some of us can choose to
walk away from those who are misgendered. We can fail to notice the micro-
aggression and physical violence and threat offered to trans people. Transphobia
is not someone else’s problem. It is ours. So, be an ally and an advocate. Don’t
look away.

Prejudice and discrimination are not someone else’s problem. The racism that
flourishes in British society is the result of white people’s actions, past and
present. To quote a Sri Lankan colleague of mine, “we are here, because you
were there.” As a white person it is my responsibility to wrestle with my own
identity and privilege, in order to learn how | might work with others to disrupt,
challenge and transform racial injustice.

Whiteness is not often spoken about in our churches. But unless those of us who
identify as white come to acknowledge and reflect on our own ethnic and colour
identity, we will fail to understand both how we benefit from racism and how we
might better confront it and be an ally with those who experience exclusion, and
not be those who collude with prejudice and injustice.

We must learn how to do what is right and that might mean first recognising and
then unlearning our own behaviours. This is demanding, scary, risky but right.

10
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We must be honest about the world as it is experienced by many and honest
about the Church we belong to. The British Methodist Church is smaller than it
was. Globally there are 75 million Methodists. | invite the British Methodist
Church not to be anxious about what we do not have, or be deluded about our
status and role. | want us to be truthful witnesses to what is. | want us to be a
truth-bearing community. | want us to be those who in their rigorous thinking
challenge current prejudice, disturb the complacent, question the foundations of
all about us and in Harry Blamires words, “be a nuisance” to those promoting
falsehoods and labelling every asylum seeker an ‘illegal immigrant’ and ignoring
growing levels of child poverty and hunger.

As God’s people we are called to abandon pretence and collusion and stand up
to those who abuse and misrepresent the vulnerable and speak truth to power.
We are called to live the waking life of love. To refer to those on the front line of
poverty as ‘scroungers’ removes people’s dignity, denies the reality of their lives
and removes their dreams of living with dignity and hope.

We are smaller and frailer as a denomination on our own but we are also part of
a glorious, diverse and dynamic body of Christ. Standing one evening in Lambeth
Palace library enjoying conversation with the church leaders of England gathered
together, my friend and colleague Bishop Mike Royal commented, “the world is
here.” | looked around me and it was true. There were leaders of churches with
Iranian, Indian and Pakistani heritage, with Ghanian, Zimbabwean and Nigerian
heritage, from Europe, from Egypt and Greece, the Caribbean, Ukraine and may
many more nations, all serving the churches of England. It was a gloriously
diverse gathering — and that diversity is God’s intention for us. It is a true gift of
God.

Living untruthfully, hiding from truth really doesn’t help and perpetuates
injustice.

James Baldwin, the American writer, poet and social critic spoke of the need to
build nations capable of bearing the truth and of the need to build truth-telling

communities. In his book Remember This House, which reflects on race by tracing
the lives and assassinations of his three friends Malcolm X, Medgar Evers and

11
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Martin Luther King Jr he said, “Not everything that is faced can be
changed. But nothing can be changed until it is faced.”

| would want to assert that the beginnings of forming a truth-bearing,

justice-seeking community who can witness to ‘what is’ requires a
willingness to face those things which discomfort us, challenge us and even de-
stabilise what we have, in our privilege, become accustomed to.

Belden Lane reminds us in The Solace of Fierce Landscapes that,

We cringe from the idea of relinquishing, in any moment, all but one of the
infinite possibilities offered by our culture. Plagued by a highly diffused attention,
we give ourselves to everything lightly. That is our poverty. In saying yes to
everything we attend to nothing. One can only love what one stops to observe.

We need to be attentive to, and focused on, what needs to change beginning
with ourselves and our behaviours. There is no place amongst us for ableism, for
transphobia, for misogyny, for homophobia, for racism. All are contrary to the
gospel and if we persist in these ways and behaviours we abandon the gospel. |
have loved Wendell Berry’s sabbath poems for a long time, they are a testimony
to close and persistent scrutiny of the world as it is. He wrote in 2011,

“I saw a hummingbird stand mid-air and scratch his cheek with his foot, as he
might have done perched on a branch... | never dreamed of such a thing and now
after 77 years of watching. | have seen it.”

So what do we see and who do we notice? Please look for Stephen Martin’s
exhibition of portraits called, ‘Dreams and realities’ as it tours the UK. Stephen
Martin has painted acrylic portraits of nine people living in poverty in Sheffield,
including himself. Each picture shows the person with something that depicts
their economic reality (the back ground of his self-portrait is dark to reflect that
he cannot afford to rewire his home so lives in darkness without electricity). Each
portrait shows something that represents the dreams and ambitions each person
would pursue if they were not held back by poverty and unjust systems.

Sharing power

Our truthful witness about our nature, our convictions and our priorities matters.
If when someone enters their local Methodist Church it is warm and welcoming,

12
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if they encounter disciples sharing a love which is generous and for all, then our
witness is truthful and faithful. But, if there are restrictions on access which stop
someone getting around church with their wheelchair or getting into leadership
then we diminish the gospel. If joining in worship gets hard because disciples are
deaf or blind and no-one can be bothered to make the worship accessible for all
who belong, then the story of love and grace is diminished, not by God, but by
us. If we fail to recognise the call of all disciples and commission only the abled
bodied then we have abandoned the gospel. When we speak for the perceived
‘voiceless’ but silence them by our arrogance, we diminish the gospel. When we
abandon people living with a disability “at the gates” (to quote theologians Emily
Richardson and Naomi Lawson-Jacobs who both live with a disability) waiting for
entry to the church as guests to be cared for (however generously), when they
are members of God’s household and a vital part of the body of Christ, we
diminish the gospel. Those living with disabilities (visible or invisible) need to
experience justice, equality and access as others do.

If we abuse the power and privilege that comes with our role the story of love
and grace is diminished. If we refuse to listen to the voices and experiences of
the survivors of abuse and having listened, then fail to change our ways, then we
fail in our essential calling — to be good news. | look forward to meeting with the
Disability Solidarity Circle and learning from them.

The Justice Seeking Church report said,

God was fully present in the person of Jesus Christ, and chooses to be present
through the followers of Christ in the messiness of everyday life. Justice may be a
form of kenosis, or self-emptying. Too often, this is unequally expected of certain
(often already marginalised) groups, but when we all give of ourselves freely for
others, surrendering the privilege that we hold, the imbalance of power which
leads to injustice gives way to a commitment to the good of the other.
Paradoxically, this self-emptying leads to a society in which all can be fulfilled.
Irenaeus of Lyons reminds us that Christ “became what we are so that we may
become what he is,” and Mary sings that God “has brought down the powerful
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.” (Luke 1:52, NRSVA).

13
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| grew up in Dormanstown Methodist Church in the Redcar,
Saltburn and Guisborough Circuit of the Darlington District where
there was fierce competition to be the little girl who got to wear a

nativity play. It took me years to notice that when the blue cloth was folded up at

blue cloth on her head and represent Mary in the Sunday School

the end of that service and placed in a cupboard until next year, so was Mary. |
was late to discover the hymn of praise and protest that is the Magnificat and
late to discover the prophetic witness of Mary. In accepting an account of Mary’s
compliance and obedience, as we are sometimes invited to do, we ignore the
great truth that this narrative of redemption can only continue with Mary’s co-
operation. Only by her courage, knowledge and skill can Jesus be brought safely
to birth. It is Mary’s love and tenderness and her capacity to make space for his
growing body which will allow the Saviour of the world to grow to adulthood and
learn what it is to be human. These ideas are reflected beautifully in John Burt’s
Sonnets for Mary of Nazareth,

What did he have in mind? She thought at nights
While patient Joseph snored and shepherds woke.
It came to her at last: he didn’t know;

He himself would catch it up from her.

What could he want, except to want like her?

| am encouraged by the thought that when God comes among us, and is born as
one of us, God in Christ grows in understanding of how to offer his identity as
unreserved gift. Jesus learns how to act liberatively, and, through what looks to
others like passivity and defeat, transform us and all the world. Jesus learns from
Mary that human weakness is not something to be frightened of, that weakness
and vulnerability can be gifts to others.

We need to be reminded about this because the Church can sometimes struggle
with ideas of weakness and fragility. This is connected with some distorted ideas
we cling to about greatness, power and victory.

The use of power in the Church is something we need to be much more
reflective about. It is noteworthy that the use of power in the New Testament is
almost always to do with the freedom to release people from bondage, the

14
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power to heal, the power to forgive or in the most wonderful phrase in the first
chapter of John’s Gospel, “the power to become children of God”. Power can be
defined in the human context as the capacity to influence the behaviour,
thoughts, emotions and attitudes of others. Scripture leads us to understand that
power can be used destructively to oppress others or in ways that are liberative
and which enable the flourishing and growth of others.

In Mark 10:42-45 we read: “So Jesus called them and said to them, ‘You know
that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over
them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but
whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and who ever
wishes to be first among you must be servant of all. For the Son of Man came not
to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

We do need to exercise power if we are going to make things happen. But power
is not usually a matter of all or nothing, of some having it all while others do not.
Power is usually a matter of more or less, because the capacity to influence
another is relative to who the other is in a given context. We see that Jesus, in
his life and ministry, both exercises power in response to human need when
invited to do so, but also relinquishes power and control when he chooses to do
so. “For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in order to
take it up again. No-one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. |
have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again.” (John 10:17-18)

Power can be picked up and laid down. | want to suggest that we need to
become a humbler Church, led by lay and ordained leaders who are immersed in
humility, able to be relaxed and non-anxious about being in receptive or listening
mode rather than always being in broadcast or assertive mode. We are called to
live, as Jesus did, in the liminal space between power and authority, and
vulnerability and weakness, and we must therefore constantly ask “How do we
use our power?” We need to open to learn from the margins and be willing
ourselves to be de-centred and displaced.

Rollo May describes how power can be used to oppress others or to expand
another’s freedom. Exploitative and manipulative actions are expression of
domination. They presume a relationship of inequality and a determination not
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to change that. Nutrient power is that applied for the benefit of

| want to suggest that the whole Church needs to reflect more carefully than we

someone with less power — it enables or empowers them.
Integrative power respects the freedom of others and is expressed
as co-operation and collaboration with the gifts of others and makes
team working possible.

have done so far on the power we hold and the responsibility this confers on us.
Being present and awake to love

Finally, we need to put our money (or our brass, as we say in Yorkshire) where
our mouth is.

Our policies regarding our use of funds must be shaped and led by our justice-
seeking Church agenda. When we give up church buildings in communities
caught in that web of poverty we should be more willing to create roles for
people to live and work in communities the Church has otherwise withdrawn
from. This is happening in some locations but perhaps not sufficiently frequently
or part of a vision for how we should engage with communities. The buildings we
have closed are often in communities with lowest incomes and poorest service
provision. The buildings may be unsuitable and not fit for purpose but people
participating in the lives of lower income communities are needed, not for the
evangelisation of those living with poverty but rather the reverse. When we are
present in these communities we might well be the first recipients of the
expertise, gifts and knowledge that those living in poverty in that location
possess. Our Church at the Margins work in the Methodist Church shares core
values of celebration, inclusion and participation, “We recognise our need for the
gifts of those at the economic margins and believe the whole Church needs to
receive these gifts in order to be fully transformed by the gospel of Christ.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer preaching in London in 1933 had this to say about the
important of Mary’s witness recorded in the Magnificat,

The throne of God in the world is set not on the thrones of humankind but in the
manger. For here thrones begin to sway; the powerful fall down, and those who
are high are brought low, because God is here with the lowly.
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So, | am really challenged because | know which side of this equation | currently
find myself. What kind of reversal does the gospel offer? Is it enough that “the
rich” are now empty and “the poor” are now full? Should anyone be exalted over
another? Is it true that there must always be “the poor and the marginal” or is it
possible to weave a beloved community which shares together in mutual trust,
compassion, truth, justice and love? | believe it is, but we must be willing to take
our part in weaving and re-weaving community when it breaks or tears and that
might mean dismantling or giving up things we love and treasure. | want to be
clear that | am not just speaking about urban, or inner-city locations. Rural
communities know they have been abandoned too and know all about poverty of
resources, relationships and identity.

| am reminded that we find our identity and worth not in what we possess
materially but in standing before God as God’s beloved. We must learn to see
the world, to see one another as God sees us, from the perspective of the Cross.

We are called to a waking life of love where we know we become fully human in
and through our relationships based on justice, truth, mercy and love. Most
importantly we must recognise the fundamental truth that the locus of God’s
authority and activity does not lie within the Church. We must not imagine God
resides there and moves out with us as we engage with the world. Rather, as we
busy ourselves in the Church waiting for others to come and join us, God is
already in the world with people who have been dispossessed, abandoned and
those with least power. We may die as a Church waiting for the world to come
and join us — no matter how beautiful our worship is. Consider a model of church
as ‘workers hut’ — somewhere to store the tools and useful for making a cup of
tea in but not somewhere which is the actual location of the real work of
transformation.

So, linvite us into a period of reflection as a Church in order to examine our life
robustly. We must pay attention to the structures of society and Church which
are unjust, and to look to the margins, to the people who our structures and
resourcing decisions so often exclude, silence and render invisible.

In this period of reflection may we learn to do what is right, to seek justice and
rebuke all those who oppress (including ourselves, our systems and structures).
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May we begin by doing just one thing differently. May we wake up

social gospel, re-weaving the places where we live, not as aid or service

from our slumbers, from complacency and avoidance of that which
discomforts us and embrace the waking life of love and justice.

We are called to be salt and light, to hold together the personal and

providers, but living “alongsiders”, as Jenny Sinclair puts it. The Spirit of God is
moving among us longing to connect and re-connect us in an act of resistance to
the fragmentation of society we are witnesses to. Our prayer must be:

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people,
and kindle in us, the fire of your love. Amen.

Address to the Methodist Conference 2024 by the President, the Rev Helen
Cameron. Find out more about the new President, and Vice-President Mrs.
Carolyn Godfrey, including both their addresses to conference, at
www.methodist.org.uk/about/structure-and-governance/the-methodist-

conference/conference-2024/presidency/president-and-vice-president-2024-25

A prayer for God’s justice

O God, how long? How long must we wait to see your justice lifted high? How
long must we groan under oppression and injustice? The poor get poorer, and
the rich get richer. Help us to sing a new song. Help us, through your Holy Spirit,
to sing your song of a world renewed, of dignity freely given, of right living
between sibling and sibling. But it begins with me. It begins with my willingness
to partner with the God of all the earth. Help us to see the riches you have
placed within us and let us add our voices to the song all creation longs to sing.

Then our souls shall truly magnify the Lord,
today and always.

Amen.

Rev Sonia Hicks, District Chair, Northampton District. From
www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers
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Update from the Redevelopment Group

We have now received tender submissions from five contractors. The Quantity
Surveyor is completing a thorough analysis of them and that will provide the
basis for the next stage of our deliberations.

The project is now entering a stage called due diligence. Members of the
Redevelopment Group will meet with the top two contractors and speak to some
of their clients. We will also visit examples of completed projects similar to ours
and we will review the candidates’ annual accounts to check they are a
financially solvent business.

As you will remember, we first set the budget for the renovations before Brexit
and Covid. Since then, costs have risen significantly. As the Redevelopment
Group understands more about the implications of this, we will follow a process
designed to create a final project specification that fulfils BMC’s objectives in an
affordable way. The final recommendations of the Redevelopment Group will be
presented to Church Council for approval before a contract is signed.

The BMC Redevelopment Project has now reached a critical stage. Please pray
for everyone involved in making important decisions over the next few weeks.

Chris Bridges, on behalf of the Redevelopment Group

Church charity: Anthony Nolan

One of the charities that is being supported by BMC this year is Anthony Nolan.
Anthony Nolan is a charity that helps find matches for people who need stem cell
transplants. If a match cannot be found from within the family, a search is done
of the databases. The best way to improve the chance of matches being found is
to have a large database.

If you are aged between 16 and 30 and are interested in knowing more about
being a potential stem cell donor, come along to BMC on Saturday 26th October
between 10 and 12. There will be a stall where you can ask questions as well as
sign up to be a potential lifesaver.

Rev Andrew Checkley
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BMC Church Charities 2023-24

student e
b1 christian (LB
CANAAN TRUST movement Lifeboats

Rebuilding Lives

The total raised by September 1st was £11357.93

eBay £5280.19 Money jars £377.84
Other items £1244.62 Recycled books and CDs £544.15
Coffee mornings £1349.85 Coffee bar £1191.11
Events £127.08 Event refreshments £180.92
Coins £628.03 Donations £414.50
Wishing well £20.00

Recent contributions include £884 from eBay sales, £99 from the August coffee
morning, £97.19 from Sunday and Midweek coffee bar donations, £45 from
Money Jars, £56 from coins and £55 from recycled books and CDs.

Thanks to everyone who has helped to raise this amount.

s

September 15th was attended r " Ghureh Charity 202472024

The Sunday Morning Service on

by representatives of the 3
charities who shared their
support for the charity and
explained how the money
(approximately £3,800 for each
charity) will be used.

The picture shows members of
the Church Charity Committee
with Denis Readhead (RNLI),
Kevin Curtis (Canaan Trust) and
Abigail Hollingsworth (SCM)

Colin Firbank

20



BMC Newsletter — October/November 2024

BMC Church Charities 2024-25

ANTHONY il
NOLAN m‘sn%

Saving lives through stem cells the Middle East

The 2024-2025 church charities are Anthony Nolan and Embrace the Middle
East, supporting ANAR which helps young people in Bethlehem to find hope in a
context of occupation, military presence and restriction of movement.

Fundraising has already started. Money Jars or labels are now available.
Colin Firbank

THE INTERCESSIONS
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This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times
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Have you ever been to Greenbelt?

i vYERY
Friends went to Greenbelt last year and came back full of GREENBELT
enthusiasm. | had thought it was just another music festival but FESTIVAL

decided to give it a try. It was amazing!

| thought | would go upmarket and ‘glamp’. So | had a nice fixed tent there that |
could stand up in with a good mattress and duvet. (But still across a field to the
loos). It was forecast very stormy the Thursday night so | went Friday morning;
they had to start an hour late to check all the venues, but all were intact.

| was planning to meet with the friends there but found there was virtually no
phone signal so spent time wandering about looking for them and planning what
to do. Once | decided just to go with the flow, | loved it and did meet up with the
friends plus others | didn’t know were going to be there and others I'd never met
before. Standing in queues for coffee and interesting food, and sitting at a spare
place at a table, you meet all sorts of interesting people. There were 100s or
even 1000s there of all ages. Many had been going since the 60’s and their
children and grandchildren were now going so it was a lovely mix of people and |
was by no means the oldest.

There were so many things to do over the three days; music (I could pass on
most of that!), talks, discussions, worship, stalls. | met up with the people on the
Embrace stall and helped out there a bit. They did a wonderful activity called
Narratives of Hope with a live stream to Bethlehem where young people on the
Anar project that we are supporting as part of the church charity this year. The
young people had written a poem called Beauty that they acted out and we then
responded with our own movements. More about Anar later.

Embrace also held a Tenebrae and the Service of Light one evening. We couldn’t
have candles, so we held our phone torches up and gradually turned them off.
Very moving. Wild Goose had an lona Community service another evening.

| went to a talk on Greening our Money by the JustMoney Movement. They have
a campaign to persuade people to ask their banks how they invest their money.
22
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The big 5 banks invest significantly in fossil fuels still. Perhaps we should switch.
Web site: www.justmoney.org.uk. | then visited the Operation Noah stall which

has been campaigning on climate issues with churches for 20 years. Web site:

www.operationnoah.org.uk

There was a Playhouse that had continuous performances — | saw Forests. A
dance presentation of the racism that lies behind the felling of forests. It was
beautiful and challenging.

One of the stalls was about The Methodist Church Fund for Human Need,
www.fundforhumanneed.org.uk. I’d never heard of it so went to have a look.

They work all over the UK, either directly with the destitute and despairing or
through agencies that know them well, to give small grants that will help people
through a bad time. It was established in 1960, originally run by the Methodist
Church and administered with MRDF. 20 yrs ago they became an independent
organisation but affiliated to the Methodist Church.

The climax was Communion on Sunday morning. Probably 1000 people or more
in the open air at the stage where all the music had been playing. Groups were
given a bag as they went in with cartons of blackcurrant juice for about 10. The
bread was ‘distributed’ randomly to illustrate the randomness of food
distribution. The loaves (wrapped!) were passed to the front of the crowd who
then threw it out to others who threw it on. Everyone ended up with bread.
Feeding of the 5000?? We were then asked to pick up our possessions (chair,
blanket, children etc) and move a few yards, to remind us of those who were
constantly on the move to find a safe place to stay. From being nicely settled in
our group we got strung out uncomfortably — but we were OK!

It was a wonderful experience — even more in the telling, so do please ask me
more. | hope | can get back next year, perhaps as an official volunteer with
Embrace.

Connie Pullan
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Praying for the Earth

14. Fast Fashion and Finance

=»Green Disciples

Walking God's way in God's World

Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

In the face of climate breakdown,

Extreme weather, rising seas and rising temperatures,

We humble ourselves before you and confess, announce and proclaim your love,
And ask that we would enact, embody and execute your kingdom.

A kingdom of Justice.
A kingdom of Love.
A kingdom of peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

We renounce the unholy trinity of Unrestrained Capitalism,
Consumerism and Individualism.
Which ransacks and pillages the world that you made.

We weep and wail for what we have done.
Remove from us our idolatrous hearts, which have been seduced and, at times,
overwhelmed by these hostile forces.

We repent of banking practices and investments that are not in line with justice.
Give us wisdom in where we bank,

Give us the courage to speak out against financial institutions which sponsor
oppression and injustice.

We repent of our collaboration and cooperation with a fast-fashion industry that
requires the constant updating of our wardrobes in unsustainable ways.

Give us wisdom in when and where to buy our clothes.

Give us the courage to present ourselves, our bodies and our fashion choices, as
a living sacrifice that does not sacrifice the wellbeing of the world’s most
vulnerable.

We repent of our collusion with consumerism.

In our frailty and sin we have been those who have found our identity in what we
purchase.
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We want more and more.
We are never satisfied.
Take from us this unholy desire.

Give us the wisdom to see our money and our purchases as an opportunity to
align ourselves with your kingdom and values.

Holy Trinity of Love,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

In the face of climate breakdown
We worship you.

Rev Jon Swales, April 2021. From https://atyourservice.arocha.orq/en/26-

prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency Creative Commons License

IBRA bible reading notes

| hope you have all read Sally Ramsey’s excellent article Daily devotions — ‘Are
you looking after yourself?’ in the September 2024 Newsletter mentioning the
International Bible Reading Association (IBRA) bible study booklet called Fresh
from The Word. The booklet contains a passage to be read from the Bible
followed by a reflection by a Minister or Christian lay person, a related prayer
and a sometimes very searching question. | find Fresh from The Word to be very
helpful and have always done these devotions last thing at night, often to aid my
prayers, then | can fall asleep knowing that | am in God’s hands.

Now is the time to order your IBRA Bible Reading Notes. The cost this year is
£13.99 plus postage. | already have an order for 3 copies, so we shall qualify for
10% discount. The cost of postage varies according to the number of copies we
order, so at present | am unable to state how much the booklet will cost per copy
until | know how many copies | am ordering. This booklet does present
wonderful value for 365 days’ worth of thought provoking readings.

If you would like to order a copy, please let me have your name before the first
Sunday in December.

Lesley Gray, tel: 9222352 or email: lesleygray2121@gmail.com
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The role of black women in

dh
Methodism '

The month of October is when the UK celebrates Black History Month.

Of course we know that all our histories are intertwined and that to understand
one without the context of all other human history makes no sense. And for all
those | can hear shouting “Black History is every month” — | know, | know!

Black women have played a significant role in shaping history and inspiring
change. There are many examples in our public life in the UK, but in the United
States, black women have been essential in building religious communities,
among which The United Methodist Church is one. Black female leadership in US
Methodism dates back to the 1800s with many examples of ground-breaking
women, some of whom are the founding mothers of the NAACP (National
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People), an organisation that still
exists today.

There is the example of Rev Sallie A Crenshaw, born in 1900. Crenshaw became
one of the of the first two Black women to be received as a full clergy member of
the East Tennessee Conference in the racially segregated Central Jurisdiction just
two years after The Methodist Church approved full clergy rights for women in
1958. She served as a missionary to Black coal miners and later pastored
churches in the poor neighbourhoods of East Tennessee. She is also remembered
for her mission work, offering Bible studies, Sunday school classes and feeding
programs for children.

Closer to home, the Methodist Church made history when the Rev Sonia Hicks
became the first female black President of the Methodist Church in Britain. It
reminds us that history is still being made and is very much part of the present.
When | joined the Methodist Church’s safeguarding team in March 2021, as
someone from outside the denomination, | wanted to understand more about
the mission of the Church. For that, | needed to look no further than the
safeguarding policy which states:

‘At the heart of the Methodist community is a deep sense of the place of
welcome, hospitality and openness, which demonstrates the nature of God’s
grace and love for all. Our church communities are called to be places where the
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transformational love of God is embodied and life in all its fullness is a gift,
which is offered to all people.’

As we celebrate Black History Month, | shall certainly remember those
words for all people in marginalised groups.

Nicola Sylvester, Connexional Safequarding Policy Manager. Originally
written for Black History Month 2023. From www.methodist.org.uk/
for-churches/the-inclusive-methodist-church/racial-justice/black-history-
month-2023/the-role-of-black-women-in-methodism

A prayer for Black History Month 2024

God of justice and righteousness, in whom is the home and hope of all nations,
all people, we uphold before you the history and heritage of black people, made
in your image as are all people.

We light a candle before you in remembrance of all black people who have been
and are denied their humanity just because of the colour of their skin.
We hold before you the hurt of black people.

We light a candle before you in thanks giving for all black people who have stood
up to and resisted racist structures, attitudes and actions.
We hold before you the hopes of black people.

We light a candle before you in celebration of all black people like Mary Seacole,
Martin Luther King, and Sybil Phoenix who have set up and lit up pathways of
freedom and justice for all to walk, to bring us where you want us to be.

We hold before you all the heroes of black people.

We light before you a candle for us all that we all be symbol of your light and life
and love in our time and place.

We hold ourselves before you that we may be delivered from our distress and
find our strength in you.

In the Name of Christ. Amen

Inderjit Bhogal, Former President of the British Methodist Conference.
From www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers/a-prayer-for-black-
history-month-2024
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Church charity: Embrace llll\*

One of this year’s Church charities is Embrace the Middle East (or MBRACE

EmbraceME or just Embrace!). You will be familiar with it through  the Middie East
the regular Prayer Diary that appears in the notices and

newsletter, but we thought it would be good to look in a bit more detail about
the work they do in various countries in the Middle East.

Embrace is having its 170th anniversary this year. It started in 1854 as The
Turkish Missions Aid Society as a charity supporting missionary work among
Armenian Christians in Turkey. In 1893 it changed its name to Bible Lands
Missions Aid Society and expanded the areas they worked in. The name changed
again in 1962 to Bible Lands Society and again in 2012 to Embrace the Middle
East. A lot of changes but it is 170 years old!

They work with Christians in the Middle East to tackle poverty and injustice in
region. They don’t have their own projects but partner with over 40 local
Christian Organisations in Egypt, Iraq, Israel-Palestine, Lebanon and Syria. The
projects cover health, education and community projects for the marginalised
and excluded of any faith or none.

You may remember Paula and Connie joining a group in 2021 to help with
planting olive trees with farmers who are living in the West Bank in the shadow
of illegal Israeli settlements. The residents of the settlements were encroaching
on the farmers’ lands and destroying their livelihoods.

The particular project BMC will be supporting is Anar (which means
pomegranate). It is helping young people in Bethlehem in the West Bank in
Palestine, to find hope in a context of occupation, military presence and
restriction of movement. We will hear more about this later. The prayer diary for
October 27 is for them.

In the coming months we hope to have someone from Embrace join us for a
morning service and to have a ‘Shop in a Box’ at the Christmas coffee morning at
the end of October. If you want to know more or to have a speaker or discussion
leader at your group please talk to Paula Dawson or Connie Pullan.

Connie Pullan
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Embrace the Middle East &ﬂﬂ\*
Prayer Diary EMBRACE

6 October the Middle East

Please pray for the 400 economically disadvantaged families in Cairo and
Alexandria who benefit from the services of EpiscoCare’s holistic improvement
project. Child health, education, adult literacy and women’s empowerment are
some of the important issues they work on.

13 October

A year ago, Al Ahli Hospital in Gaza City was the site of a devastating explosion
during the Israel- Hamas war. Since then, the staff have continued doing
everything they can in a dangerous and highly pressurised situation to care for
the sick and injured. Join us in giving thanks for their commitment and praying
for their safety.

20 October

For many Palestinian farmers, olives are their main crop and a vital source of
income. But in recent times there has been a significant rise in Settler attacks
and threats to their livelihoods. Please join us in praying for the safety of the
farmers and their families, and for a fruitful and peaceful olive harvest season.

27 October

A new project we support through the Palestinian organisation Anar helps young
people in Bethlehem to find hope in a context of occupation, military presence
and restriction of movement. Please pray for this coaching and mentoring
programme, which enables young Palestinian Christians to develop leadership
skills and believe in the prospect of peace.

“The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.”
John 1:5

From www.embraceme.orq/s/Embrace Prayer Diary Aug24 Jan25 Web.pdf
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“l dreamed a dream... of BMC,
What we could be, in the next ten years”

Alternating Housegroup, on Thursday 3rd October, discussed Three Wishes. We
looked at our dreams for what we would like to see our community at BMC
become, over the next ten years. Maybe we’ll let you know what our dreams
were in the next issue!

Then through the autumn we are looking at what it means to be a
good Christian Ally, following the study from the Student Christian
Movement which explores what real welcome and inclusion look

like for people of different sexualities and genders.

If anyone would like to join us, you are welcome to do so, for one session or
multiple. We meet on the First Thursday and Third Wednesday of each month.

Alternating Housegroup will be meeting at Mary Baxter’s house until Christmas.
7.45pm for 8pm start. For more details please contact Mary on 07958 696394.

Program

Thu 3rd Oct 3 Wishes — sharing our dreams for BMC over the next 10 years
Wed 16th Oct How to be a good Christian Ally study from SCM, part 1 of 3
Thu 7th Nov How to be a good Christian Ally part 2 of 3

Wed 20th Nov How to be a good Christian Ally part 3 of 3

Thu 5th Dec Bring and share worship on the theme of advent

Wed 18th Dec  Social, possibly carols

Mary Baxter

Love Divine
Saturday 26th October 7pm at Beeston Methodist Church

You are invited to an enjoyable evening of choral, piano, organ and flute music
performed by BMC Singers and Friends. Retiring collection in aid of the
Alzheimer’s Society and BMC Mission Possible.
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Dates for your Diary

October 2024
Sat 12th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon
Sat 12th Table Top Time — family board games at BMC 3-5pm
Mon 14th  Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm
Sat 26th Love Divine — Concert featuring BMC Singers and Friends at BMC
7pm. In aid of Alzheimers Society and BMC Mission Possible
Sat 26th Charity Christmas Card Sale & Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am
Mon 28th  Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm
November 2024
Sun 3rd Service of Remembering at BMC 5pm
Sat 9th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon
Sat 9th Table Top Time — family board games at BMC 3-5pm
Mon 11th  Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm
Sat 16th Concert by Harlequin at BMC 7.30pm in aid of BMC Mission Possible
Mon 25th  Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm
Sat 30th Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am
Weekly events
Sunday Morning Worship at BMC 10.30am
Evening Service 6.30pm (on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month)
Monday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am
Tuesday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am

Open Space refreshments and fellowship at BMC 11.15am-12.15pm
(lunch at 12.15pm every second Tuesday of the month)

Wednesday Wholly Ground Café at BMC 11am-1pm (including a short act of

worship at 11.15am on the first Wednesday of the month)
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Here for You: God is calling us to

¢ Offer spiritual nourishment and growth to all
* Welcome and nurture everyone

* Serve those in our local community

* Be a strong voice for Justice.

Beeston Methodist Church is an Eco Church 2 ool
BRONZE
From meditation to insulation, from location to invocation, AWARD
. . . . - WINNER
loving God and His creation should impact everything in our 2021

church lives. Eco Church is a scheme to help churches ECO ¥ CHURCH

demonstrate that they care for God’s earth, to help them ‘go
green’ in all areas of church life.

Beeston Methodist Church gained the Eco Church Bronze Award in March 2021
and is now working towards the Silver Award. ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Beeston Methodist Church is an Inclusive Church

We believe in inclusive church — a church which celebrates
and affirms every person and does not discriminate.

We will continue to challenge the church where it continues to
discriminate against people on grounds of disability, economic
power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning disability,
mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality.

We believe in a Church which welcomes and serves all people in the name of
Jesus Christ; which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel
afresh for each generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all
people to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ.
www.inclusive-church.org
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