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All change!
It’s all change at Beeston Methodist Church. The front cover photo of the front
of the sanctuary was taken the Sunday before the organ was dismantled to be
cleaned. We have just had our last service in the main church and this
Newsletter comes out on the first Sunday that services are held in the church
hall. The redevelopment in the church is expected to take just under a year, so
we will be in the hall for a while! Read all about the redevelopment plans on
page 12. Many thanks to those people who wrote down some thoughts and
memories (and in one case, a song) about the dove tapestry which we have seen
behind the pulpit for the past 25 years – find these from page 16.

There are also changes for this Newsletter as it is becoming a bimonthly
publication – so the next Newsletter will appear in April.

Mark Ramsey – Editor

Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter – Feb/Mar 2025
Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter is published by Beeston Methodist
Church. Any articles or opinions expressed within may not be the opinion or
policy of Beeston Methodist Church. Any articles without a credited author have
been adapted by the editor from the credited source. To view the newsletter pdf
as a booklet in Adobe Acrobat Reader, select View/Page Display/Two Page View
and Show Cover Page. Similar options are available in other viewers.

Any articles for inclusion in the next issue should be emailed by 16th March to
newsletter@beestonmethodist.church. Articles may be edited for space.

Beeston Methodist Church
Web: www.beestonmethodist.church
Email: office@beestonmethodist.church
Tel:  0115 9431164
Minister:  Rev Andrew Checkley revacheckley@btinternet.com
Newsletter editor: Mark Ramsey newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
Cover photo: Mark Ramsey.
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Statement on the announcement of a
ceasefire agreement between Israel
and Hamas
The commencement of a ceasefire between Hamas and Israel will come as an
enormous relief for all living in Gaza and for those waiting for the release of
hostages held by Hamas. The UN reports that 70% of those killed in Gaza are
women and children and, even in the last few days, schools and hospitals
sheltering those displaced have been bombed. Our churches deeply mourn the
loss of life. Each person lost is uniquely and equally precious in the eyes of God.

We long for a halt to the violence in Gaza and for the release of Israeli hostages
and Palestinian prisoners. The ceasefire announced today is only a first phase
lasting six weeks. As church leaders we call for the ceasefire to be permanent
and unconditional so that humanitarian aid can be rolled out unimpeded in Gaza.
The UN agency, UNRWA, has unparalleled capacity to deliver desperately needed
support. Israel’s ban of UNRWA jeopardises vital life-saving assistance. We ask
the UK government to make clear that the restriction of humanitarian aid in this
way would have consequences for bilateral relations.

We urge the UK government to uphold standards of International Humanitarian
Law. Our government and the international community must fully support the
International Criminal Court in its investigations regarding grave breaches of
international law.

While a ceasefire is being negotiated in Gaza, there are escalations elsewhere in
Palestine, as evidenced by the Israeli drone attack this week on the refugee camp
in Jenin, killing at least six people. This takes place against the backdrop of a
continued expansion of settlements in the West Bank and the destruction of the
homes and property of Palestinians. Our churches will continue to pray for a
redoubling of efforts to bring an end to Israel’s occupation in order that all
Israelis and Palestinians might live in peace, harmony, and friendship.

We pray for a just, equitable, and lasting peace in the region that goes beyond
simply the absence of violence. Our churches will continue to work closely with

mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.beestonmethodist.church
mailto:office@beestonmethodist.church
mailto:revacheckley@btinternet.com
mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.facebook.com/MethodistPresidency
https://www.facebook.com/MethodistPresidency
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Israeli and Palestinian partners, agonising with them in their current sufferings
yet confident that God’s grace and deliverance offers hope for the future for all.

Revd Lynn Green, General Secretary, the Baptist Union of Great Britain
Revd Helen Cameron, President of Conference of the Methodist Church in Britain
Carolyn Godfrey, Vice-President of Conference of the Methodist Church in Britain
Revd Philip Brooks, Deputy General Secretary (Mission), United Reformed Church

From www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/statement-on-the-announcement-of-
a-ceasefire-agreement-between-israel-and-hamas

A prayer for Holocaust Memorial Day
Loving God, holy and immortal,
on this Holocaust Memorial Day
forgive us whenever we are slow to acknowledge rising hatred against the other
and fail to act to protect the vulnerable, leading to catastrophe.

Loving God, holy and immortal
may we always remember and mourn the six million Jewish children, women and
men, murdered at Auschwitz-Birkenau, Treblinka, Chelmno, Belzec, Sobibor,
Majdanek, Babyn Yar and in so many other places.

Loving God, holy and immortal
may we never forget all those murdered by the Nazi regime, those with
disabilities, gay women and men, communists and other political opponents,
Roma and Sinti people, Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Loving God, holy and immortal,
on this day we remember and mourn those killed in genocides across the globe,
Darfur, Rwanda, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Cambodia.

We pray for peace and an end to all war and violence, help us to see one another
as you see us, all your children, precious and beloved.

Amen

Holocaust Memorial Day was January 27th. From www.methodist.org.uk/for-
churches/resources/prayers/a-prayer-for-holocaust-memorial-day

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/statement-on-the-announcement-of-a-ceasefire-agreement-between-israel-and-hamas
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers/a-prayer-for-holocaust-memorial-day
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BMC Mission Possible 2
Fundraising for BMC Mission Possible 2 has definitely begun.
Many thanks to the Wholly Ground Team who provided a much
appreciated lunch on New Year’s Day and raised £235.50 by way of
donations. Also thank you to Catherine Guyler who celebrated a birthday with
enjoyable company and food in aid of BMC Mission Possible 2 on Saturday 11th
January; £262.50 was raised plus some direct money paid into the church bank
account. Thanks to Elaine Liquorish who has been raising money through items
given by her and sold by Colin on eBay as well as the surplus Church items sold
for Mission Possible 2. Colin recently paid in £509.55 from the sale of items such
as Margaret Cooper’s hymn books.

We have some upcoming events so please put the following dates in your diaries:

� Church Coffee Morning on February 22nd: thank you for the unwanted
Christmas gifts which have been given to me or to Karen in the office. There
is still time to hand more in for the BMC Mission Possible 2 stall which will be
open from 10-12 during the coffee morning

� Church Coffee Morning on 8th March: Gift Day. Tony Malcolm will be
around to chat and receive gifts from those who are able and wish to give.
We once again have the offer of an anonymous benefactor prepared to
match the gift aid on any amount given up to £50,000

� A concert with a title of Preludes and Poetry will be held in the hall on 17th
May at 7.30pm. Reuben Lee will be playing several pieces and Reuben and
Serena will be singing a few duets. There will also be some poetry readings.

� Afternoon Tea will be available in May to celebrate the 80th Anniversary of
VE Day – date to be confirmed.

We are still looking for new members to join Andy, Doreen, Serena and myself on
the Fundraising Team. If anyone would like to join the team, suggest fundraising
ideas or run some fundraising events, please get in touch with Andy or Glenda
Taylor (0115 9135571).

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/statement-on-the-announcement-of-a-ceasefire-agreement-between-israel-and-hamas
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers/a-prayer-for-holocaust-memorial-day
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Embrace the Middle East: one of our
church charities
It was good to have Rowena Worthington from EmbraceME
leading our morning worship on January 12th. Thanks to her for her inspiring
words about the work of Embrace across the Middle East. If you missed it, do
watch the service on YouTube at www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iPFdIpuRcA.

Embrace work in Egypt. Egypt is home to the largest Christian community in the
region. 10-15% of the population are Christians, the majority of whom are Coptic
Orthodox. Embrace works with 10 partner organisations to provide women’s
social and economic empowerment, education and training to marginalised
communities, health care for pregnant women and children and inclusion into
society for people living with disabilities.

In Egypt many autistic children
and their families face an uphill
struggle to be accepted in society
and to get the support they
need. Embrace’s partner BLESS is
working to change that, offering
not only specialist treatment and
support for the families, but
campaigning for better
awareness and helping children
with autism to integrate into their communities.

One mother reports:
“Jomana started speaking in a very limited way at 3years. I couldn’t
communicate with her and she was very hyper. The doctor said it was ADHD and
recommended communication sessions – but they had no impact. A neurologist
gave her medicine, but she refused it. I requested more tests but was refused. I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iPFdIpuRcA
www.embraceme.org
https://www.embraceme.org/prayer-room-1


BMC Newsletter — February/March 2025

7

heard about the BLESS centre from another client. Jomana did tests here and
found she has ADHD and autism.”

For Jomana, one of the key issues she faced was communication. She only began
receiving support from BLESS in September, but already her mother is seeing a
difference:
“I now feel she can understand and pay attention. The social activities and
awareness sessions made a difference for me as a mother. I couldn’t go out with
her before. Now we’ve started to communicate. I know six months is nothing, but
I am happy to see change. I feel accepted here. I’ve started on the right way.”

Many with autism end
up living isolated lives.
Lack of awareness of the
condition mean children
are often shunned by
their communities. The
hustle and bustle of
Cairo’s busy streets and
shops can easily be
overwhelming. Fearing
for their safety, or fearing the negative reactions of other people, families of
children with autism often keep them at home. So, children who might already
find social interaction difficult, have few opportunities to become comfortable in
social situations.

For more information visit www.embraceme.org

Connie Pullan

Unfortunately, the usual Embrace the Middle East Prayer Diary page will not
appear in this issue of the Newsletter as the February-July edition of the Prayer
Diary has not yet been published on the Embrace website. When it appears, it can
be found at www.embraceme.org/prayer-room-1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iPFdIpuRcA
www.embraceme.org
https://www.embraceme.org/prayer-room-1
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Update from the Leadership Team
The leadership team met on Wednesday 8 January. During the first part of the
meeting we welcomed Chris Wright and Steve Ames who brought us up to date
with the progress of the redevelopment. The organ was dismantled on the 6
January to be taken away and serviced. The work starts in the worship area on
the 3 February so the last service in the church worship space would be on the
26 January. From that date worship will take place each Sunday morning in the
hall and in the evening in the Guild room. This will rely on a group of volunteers,
hopefully on a rota basis, who are prepared to go down to church early to set out
the chairs in the hall. Members of the Korean Church will put them away again at
the end of their service. It was suggested that folk might like to bring their own
cushion each week as the chairs in the hall are not as comfortable as those in the
church.

This is an exciting if not a little daunting time for the church family but we look
forward to a new, bright, warm, multi -purpose worship space in a years time.

One of the final times the worship space will be used will be to host the musical
activities taking place during the Beeston Light Night. The Mission and Outreach
team have been organising this event which we hope will bring people into our
church on the evening of the 25 January.

The leadership team reconsidered the finances of Beeston Methodist Church.
Our current giving does not meet all our outgoings so it is suggested we display a
slide on the AV before the service breaking down our incomings and outgoings to
help people consider again their weekly giving.

Due to a lot of hard work a large proportion of the money for the redevelopment
has already been raised but we still need to raise up to £200,000 more.

The leadership team meets every other month on the first Wednesday. It has
been suggested that on the alternate month anyone who is interested might
meet together for conversation about the life and witness of the church and to
spend time in prayer.
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Finally we would ask everyone to prayerfully consider whether you might
consider becoming a church steward. Ideally eight stewards are required but we
only currently have six. Two of those reach the end of their appointment this
year so we desperately need more volunteers. If you might be interested in this
role please speak to one of the current stewards. We would love to hear from
you.

Susan Holmes, on behalf of the Leadership Team

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times
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Creed
We believe in God, in Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit, and in you and in me.

We believe the Holy Spirit works through

balloons and ministers daisies and wiggly children
clanging cymbals and silence drama and the unexpected
choirs and banners  touching and praying
spontaneity and planning  faith and doubt
tears and laughter  leading and supporting
hugging and kneeling  dancing and stillness
applauding and giving  creativity and plodding
words and listening  holding and letting go
thank you and help me  scripture and alleluias
agonizing and celebrating  accepting and caring

through you and through me through love.

We believe God’s Holy Spirit lives in this community of dancing, hand-holding
people where lines of age and politics and life-styles are crossed.

We believe in praising God for Life.
We believe in responding to God’s grace and love and justice for all people.
We believe in the poetry within each of us.
We believe in dreams and visions.
We believe in old people running and children leading.
We believe the Kingdom of God within us.
We believe in Love. Amen.

A community creed from the United Reform Church, used by Rev Andrew
Checkley in his service at BMC on Sunday 19th January.

mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8kuoT0SQDM
https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/when-the-song-of-the-angels-is-stilled
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A challenge from our minister
At the service on Sunday 19th Jan, part of the sermon looked at what we believe.
The formal statements are Nicene and Apostles’ Creed.

The challenge that was put was to write your own statement of belief and submit
it to Mark, the newsletter editor, for inclusion in the next edition of the
magazine.

What is it that is important to you as a Christian and how would you share it with
other people? Answers to Mark at church or by email to
newsletter@beestonmethodist.church

If you missed the service, or wish to refresh your memory as to what was talked
about, it is available on Beeston Methodist Church Youtube channel at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8kuoT0SQDM

Rev Andrew Checkley

When the song of the angels is stilled
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and the princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.

Howard Thurman
From www.poemhunter.com/poem/when-the-song-of-the-angels-is-stilled

mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8kuoT0SQDM
https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/when-the-song-of-the-angels-is-stilled
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Update from the Redevelopment Group
By the time you read this, we will have moved into the hall in preparation for
building work to start on February 3rd.

The building

Following the Extraordinary Church Council held on 10th November, Derwent
Valley Construction were appointed to carry out the work on the sanctuary and
new boiler room. We met with the builders and agreed a start date of Feb 3rd.
They expect their part of the work to take 44 weeks which will mean they finish
in early December 2025. After this we will need to complete the refurbishment
and it is likely to be spring 2026 before we are again worshipping in the church.

The first phase of the building work will be to replace the roof with an insulated
one that will look the same, both outside and inside, as it does now but should
save us a lot of heating costs and constant repairs. The remaining pews will be
removed and the floor will be flattened. This will make the space more flexible
and safer to get around.

The transition

An enormous amount of work has been going on to enable the church to be
emptied and to set up the hall for worship. We are very grateful to the transition
group for their sterling work over the past few months and especially to them
and all of you who helped empty the church during the last week in January.
Thanks also to those who now have all sorts of things from the church in storage
in their loft/spare room/garage etc. We still need people to offer to go on a rota
to set the chairs out each Sunday.

The organ

This may not look very different but the entire ‘contents’ of the organ were
removed during the first week in January. The pipes at the front have been left in
place, along with the front of the console, so that the appearance remains
almost the same. You can now see the round window at the back between the
pipes for the first time since the 1950s. Most of the pipes and other parts have
been taken away for refurbishment and will be replaced in due course. There will
be a new console (the bit that you play) which will be downstairs in the church
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and will be moveable. There will be an electronic link to the pipes instead of a
mechanical one, so that the sound will be much the same (or better because all
the notes will play now and not get stuck).

Recording the work and informing through social media

We are aware that the best way to communicate with many people is via social
media. We don’t have any particular skills in this area on the group and are
looking for someone who could help us with this. A dedicated page on the
website might be useful with easy access for frequent updates (possibly a blog).
Grant funders suggest that a 3/4-minute YouTube video would be helpful for
them to get a feel for the project. Keep your eyes open for articles in the local
press.

Fundraising, by applying for grants and Mission Possible 2, is ongoing. Any ideas
for this would be most welcome

Your prayers and your patience will be needed over the coming months. Please
continue to keep the redevelopment group, the transition group, the builders
and each other in your prayers.

Connie Pullan and Chris Bridges, on behalf of the Redevelopment Group. Jan 2025

Redevelopment blessing
“And it’s from the old, we travel to the new. Keep us travelling along with you.”

Almighty God, we come before you today ready to start the work of the
redevelopment project. We give thanks for the work that has been done by so
many people in so many ways to get us to this point. We pray for all those who
will work on the project in a physical way to change the way the worship area
will look. May all those who work on the building be safe in their work, may the
construction work run smoothly, and any snags be minor. So, Lord, as we travel
to the new, reassure us of your continuing presence so that we can continue to
be your people in this place now and in the future. Amen

Blessing used in the service at BMC on 26th January, the last service in the main
church before the redevelopment work begins.
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Bible study: The conversion of Paul
Galations 1: 11-24
For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel
that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for I did not receive it
from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a
revelation of Jesus Christ. (vs 11-12)

Background

Today marks the conversion of Paul. He persecuted Jesus’ followers but then had
a dramatic conversion on the road to Damascus. There is an account of it in Acts
9. He became an apostle, spreading the teachings of Jesus and the Bible passage
today comes from his letter to the Galatians.

Galatia was a region in what is now central Turkey, and this letter was written
around the middle of the first century after Jesus’ death. Its aim was to address
the controversy caused by the ‘missionaries’ who had visited the new Christian
communities in Galatia after Paul, and tried to persuade them that to be
authentic Christians they first had to adopt Jewish practices and customs. Paul is
writing to assure the Galatian Christians that this is wrong.

To authenticate his interpretation of what it means to be a genuine convert, he
tells them about his own call.

Paul focuses on four things in his conversion story. The first is that his
understanding of the gospel is a revelation – God broke through his old
assumptions and changed his mind and heart: “I did not receive it from a human
source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ”
(v. 12). This is God’s initiative, God’s Spirit blowing where it will, God’s creativity
at work.

Secondly, Paul refers in verse 16 to the way in which God “was pleased to reveal
his Son to me”. He focuses on God calling him, not his personal experience in
receiving that call. He uses language from the call of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-5)
and Isaiah (Isaiah 49:1, 5-6) in order to link his own prophetic call to those of the
great prophets of Judaism. He’s saying his was not a conversion from an old

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/saturday-25-january-2025
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/10-16-may-2015/thursday
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religion to a new one – it is a call from God to be a light to the Gentiles (non-
Jews).

Thirdly, Paul has a very clear understanding of what he is called to do and be. The
original Greek in verse 16 can be interpreted in two ways. The New Revised
Standard version of the Bible says that God “was pleased to reveal his Son to
me”, but adds in a footnote that this could also be read as “pleased to reveal his
son in me”. It shows the way God chooses to work – in and through human
beings. This is why Paul can say in Galatians 2:20 “It is no longer I who live, but it
is Christ who lives in me”. This is key to why he believes the Galatian Christians
need not conform to Jewish practices in order to be seen as ‘real’ Christians. If
God lives in them, as God lives in Paul, there is no need for external cultural
props.

Fourthly, Paul writes in verse 21 that he went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia
after this revelation. We have no account of what Paul was doing there. Certainly
there is no record or tradition of a preaching tour in this area. The theologian NT
Wright suggests that Paul, who identified with the religious zeal of Elijah, was
heading into the wilderness, as Elijah did, to seek God and to make sense of this
new call.

To Ponder:

�   What do you think makes you a ‘real’ Christian?
�   In what way might others see something of God in you?
�   Where do you go to seek God and make sense of your life?

Prayer

Holy God, break through the assumptions and conventions of my life with your
unruly Spirit. Let me have the conviction that your love might be seen in and
through me, in my ordinary days and my familiar relationships. Amen.

Rev Val Reid. Val is a newly retired presbyter who lives in Salisbury. She is
exploring what ministry looks like in this new season of her life and relishes time
for choral singing, wild swimming and walks in the New Forest.
From www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/saturday-25-
january-2025

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/saturday-25-january-2025
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/bible-studies/10-16-may-2015/thursday


BMC Newsletter — February/March 2025

16

Tributes to the Dove

Tributes and thoughts about the Pentecostal Dove tapestry at the front of church
have been written as the dove will be leaving us after the redevelopment work.
We include three of them in this newsletter.

Silent witness
The Pentecostal Dove has served us well since the dawn of a new millennium. A
symbol of peace and hope in troubled times.

Lovingly created for the centenary of this church, the tapestry has silently
witnessed wars around the world, climate change, Covid-19 and the death of our
greatest monarch.

The dove observes every changing season. On a cold winter’s morning or a warm
summer’s day, it sees the congregation assemble and provides a beautiful
backdrop for those watching on Zoom. The dove enjoys the best seat in God’s
house to hear the people sing a thousand hymns.

Now the white bird is about to fly away to unknown pastures.

But somewhere it will be watching as the BMC sanctuary prepares to take on a
new form while hopefully remaining a place of peace and love.

David Lowe
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A few thoughts on the Tapestry Banners – so long
residing at the front of the church

The Church Tapestry Banners were made for the
Project 2000 in the workshop of Juliette Hemingray
at Derby.

These works of art, needlecraft and devotion have
been a feature of services and activities for over
twenty-five years – a quarter of a century.

They have indeed been our rather different ‘Silent
Witness’ to the life of the Church for all that time.

I am not privy to the design and purpose of their
creation, other than colours might reflect those in
the beautiful stained glass church windows. But I do
want to share some thoughts on their place and
function for all of us through the passage of time in
their presence.

Our minds note only the unfamiliar, so look and see
the colours clear again. Light blues, mauves and
nearly purple. Ochres, browns, sage greens,
turquoise and red. I see the lines and shapes so
interwoven, flowing from one side to the other
culminating in the white dove of peace and The Holy
Spirit. And might there be small white feathers it is
shedding and sending down throughout its flight?

The side banners designed in sympathy, with fluid
shapes drawing upwards to sunlight and the symbol
of the Methodist Church.

These banners brought a visual change from the
dark surrounds of previous church furniture to a
new light, sunny and symbolic focus.
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Over their lifetime – what have they been witness to? Where to start?

They have witnessed constant prayers for peace in so many situation both
personal and universal. Easy to say – so hard to achieve.

They have heard professions of love, one for another and witnessed anonymous
acts of love for remote communities across the world.

These ‘decorated bits of cloth’ have witnessed steadfastness and continuity of
ministers, congregation and community. See the meetings of people in the
church hall and know the character of them all!

Change – not only minister to minister (and they’ve seen a few!) but also births,
christenings and marriages celebrated with joyful noise.

And loss too has been spoken of and attested to. Funerals bringing sadness with
fond memories of lives well lived. The White Dove bringing solace to heavy
hearts.

The banners have been seen at every service, every Sunday, a constant reminder
of purpose and aspiration. A backcloth for minister’s sermons (perhaps for eyes
to wander to when the sermon’s not quite… well you know!)

They were here behind every reader and visiting speaker. They were here behind
all the individual and group musicians. They witnessed every event held. Though
to be fair they didn’t see much of the ‘panto’.

They have been there for the children and toddlers. For the Young Church and
their teachers.

The Banners have not only been a testament to the skills of their designers and
craftspeople but they have also served the church as a symbol of the work and
aspiration of both adults and children in the Christian Journey of Faith, Prayer,
Service and Love.

I hope they will be cherished in a new place wherever that might be.

Peter Littlewood

https://deathcafe.com
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BMC Church Charities 2024-25

The total raised by January 7th was £5204.00

eBay £2979.53 Money jars £97.95
Other items £219.42 Recycled books and CDs £169.33
Coffee mornings £488.60 Coffee bar £478.75
Coins £40.68 Donations £680.18
Event refreshments £50.12

Recent contributions include £342 from eBay sales, £318 from Donations and
£124 from Sunday and Midweek Coffee.
Colin Firbank

Death Café
The Death Café movement was founded by Jon Underwood in 2011. Contrary to
popular belief this movement started in the UK and has gradually moved across
the world with 19445 cafes in 93 countries to date.

At a Death Cafe people, often strangers, gather to eat cake, drink tea and discuss
death. The objective is ‘to increase awareness of death with a view to helping
people make the most of their (finite) lives.’

A Death Cafe is a group directed discussion of death with no agenda, objectives
or themes. It is a discussion group rather than a grief support or counselling
session.

If you would like a relaxed welcoming environment to discuss all things to do
with death we are looking to host a Death Café on 15 March 10-12 noon. For
further information on the Death Café movement please check out their website
www.deathcafe.com

Alison Hembrow

https://deathcafe.com
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Racial Justice Sunday 2025
Racial Justice Sunday, the
second Sunday in February,
was established by the
Methodist Church 30 years
ago, in response to the murder
of Black teenager Stephen
Lawrence two years earlier.

This year’s theme, Coat of
Many Colours, is designed to
help us reflect on the
increasing diversity that exists
in the churches in Britain and
Ireland.

The Methodist Church has
celebrated Racial Justice
Sunday (RJS) since 1989, on
the second Sunday in
September. Since September
1995 RJS has become an
ecumenical event celebrated in Britain and Ireland. RJS moved to the second
Sunday in February, with effect from 2017. This Sunday is an opportunity for all
Christians to join together in:

� Reflecting on the importance of racial justice
� Thanksgiving for human diversity
� Prayer for an end to misunderstanding, racism and injustice
� Action that truly makes a difference
� Fundraising for national and local racial justice initiatives

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/seasons-and-themes/special-sundays/racial-justice-sunday
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Why Celebrate Racial Justice Sunday?

We believe that the universe was created by a loving God who chose to become
a human being in Jesus Christ, who has redeemed the world and sent the Holy
Spirit to enable us to love one another with God’s love. All human beings are
equally children of God and loved by God. Since none is outside the love of God,
none should be outside our love either.

We believe that the diversity of the human race was no mistake on God’s part.
God deliberately created variety within the human family and wants us to take as
much delight in that variety as God does.

But racism persists in Britain and Ireland. At its most obvious and brutal, it takes
the form of physical attacks, which sometimes end in murder. But it takes many
other forms as well, like discrimination within the police force, popular prejudice
against Travellers or people seeking asylum, or reluctance to accept people of a
different ethnic or cultural group as neighbours. Even within churches, people
can face discrimination and unkindness because they are different from the
majority in a particular community.

As long as this continues, we believe that it is important to make time to give
thanks for our diversity and to pray for God’s help in overcoming our prejudices
and the injustices that reflect and reinforce them.

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are
endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another
in a spirit of brotherhood. Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms
set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status.
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UN, 1948

From www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/seasons-and-
themes/special-sundays/racial-justice-sunday

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/seasons-and-themes/special-sundays/racial-justice-sunday
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Pentecostal dove – The leaving of BMC
1. I’ll fly off to an unknown place,

my flight path still unclear.
I’ll wing a message when I’m there
and send you my good cheer.
So fare thee well my old true loves
I won’t return again for you to see.
It’s not the loss of here that grieves me,
But my friends, I’ll be missing thee.

2. I hope the redevelopment goes well –
giving a bright new look.
A new slate roof atop the place
with insulation within the eaves.
So fare thee well my old true loves
I won’t return again for you to see.
It’s not the loss of here that grieves me,
But hope you will warmer be.

3. Removing exposed heating pipes
and the step into the pews.
Removing downstairs pews as well,
I hope that they will sell!
So fare thee well my old true loves
I won’t return again for you to see.
It’s not the loss of here that grieves me,
I hope new chairs will comfort thee.

4. The balcony sides will be long gone,
but the back ones will remain
Welcoming natural sunlight in
encouraging a bright refrain.
So fare thee well my old true loves
I won’t return again for you to see.
It’s not the loss of here that grieves me,
But a brighter room it will be.
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5. I’ll miss the pigeons when they’ve gone,
and their faeces too.
You’ll no longer have their “coo’d” refrain,
and less cleaning too!
So fare thee well my old true loves,
I won’t return again for you to see.
It’s not the loss of here that grieves me,
But don’t let them follow me!

6. Relocating underground boiler sites,
away from future floods.
The organ console re-worked,
same pipes, but electronic keys.
So fare thee well my old true loves
I won’t return again for you to see.
It’s not the loss of here that grieves me,
But I hope it will keep in key.

7. A new disabled-friendly space,
and alternate layouts too;
With panels on the roof as well,
improving environment as well!
So fare thee well my old true loves
I won’t return again for you to see.
It’s not the loss of here that grieves me,
and electricity for cheap!

8. Refurbished organ mechanism
after one-and-twenty years.
The music played will sound so sweet,
it will be a joy to hear.
So fare thee well old BMC
I won’t return again for you to see.
It’s not the loss of here that grieves me,
just the heavenly singing.

Eric Davies. Adapted from The Leaving of Liverpool by The Dubliners.
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Non-binary language in worship
A reflection by Ruth Yorke

There is a phenomenon that once you start noticing something,
you notice it everywhere – in the case of language, conversations with people
and subsequent reading affects my understanding of language and how
important it is.

Having met and listened to people who are intersex and people who are non-
binary, I realise how much of our language is (often unnecessarily) binary and
gender-based. [See glossary of terms below.] There are hymns I have sung for
years but now I notice that they refer, for example, to ‘men and women’ or
‘brothers and sisters’ when they mean ‘everyone’. Previously, I hadn’t noticed
that I was unintentionally singing about a world, or a loving God, which/who
somehow didn’t include all people.

I don’t query the inclusive intention of the writers – but language changes, and
also people are feeling more able to explain who they are: being intersex or non-
binary is nothing new, but more people are sharing who they are and giving the
rest of society the opportunity to listen and consider.

Knowing this, it becomes difficult to sing some hymns and songs as they are. But
we have a slight conundrum. We don’t want to use language which excludes
people, but we can’t actually change the words of written hymns in print or on
screens due to copyright.

One helpful suggestion for general use in worship can be found in The Methodist
Church’s Theology for Safeguarding Report (adopted by Methodist Conference
2021). This asks those leading worship to make a deliberate effort to use varying
language around names for God and gender pronouns for God (she/he/they). If,
for example, I like addressing God as ‘Father’, that’s fine, but maybe sometimes I
could also use ‘Creator’ or ‘Mother’ or ‘Eternal One’ (for example) so that people
who struggle with God-as-Father can, sometimes at least, feel more able to
engage with God in worship.
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We can address language around gender of people with a similar approach. We
don’t need to NEVER say ‘men and women’ or ‘brothers and sisters’, but we
could sometimes instead say, ‘everyone’ or ‘all people’ or ‘siblings’.

As we’ve said, where they occur in hymns, printed words or those on
screens/online must be as written by the author. However, there is nothing to
stop us actually singing words which are more inclusive, and inviting members of
the congregation to do that if they would like to. For example, in our singing of
Brother, sister, let me serve you (StF 611), we could begin some verses with
‘Siblings won’t you let me serve you’; ‘men and women’ can also scan as ‘all
God’s people’ or ‘all created’. It will probably be helpful first to discuss this with
your church’s worship consultation or planning group and to make information
available so that people know why this is being suggested. (Useful links for
information below.)

Though change takes time, we have demonstrated that much can be done.
Where language has changed and many people no longer understand ‘man’ as
‘all humanity’, efforts have been made to include women. Previously, they were
the ‘unmentioned’, making it unclear whether they were included or not. Many
authors have enabled their hymns and songs to be updated to reflect the change
in use of language. This is a call to make a considered and effective effort to
include other genders.

The experience of exclusion – even unintended exclusion – runs very deep, and
even a small attempt to be more inclusive can make a huge difference. But more
than this, inclusion is a justice issue. And the God who wants to include us all
does want us to consider each other. God is not about some people feeling like
‘insiders’ and others being ‘outsiders’ – we are all welcomed in, all given a seat at
God’s table.

It is true to the intentions of hymns to make the language more inclusive as we
sing. The written word cannot keep up with changes in language and
understanding, but we can honour the inclusive intention, and our inclusive God,
by singing words which include everyone.



BMC Newsletter — February/March 2025

26

Ruth Yorke is a member of the Methodist Diaconate and ministers
with The Church at Carrs Lane, Birmingham.

Glossary of terms

Binary language for gender is language which uses only two
options, e.g. men and women, boys and girls, brothers and sisters, male and
female.

Gender is about how we identify and how we live our lives. This may or may not
be the same as our biological sex.

Intersex means someone who is born with two sets of sexual organs – usually
one being external and the opposite sex organs inside. Intersex people have
always been part of humanity but it is often not understood at birth that the
person is not the biological sex indicated by the external characteristics at birth.
People who are intersex may begin life believing they are of the sex they
externally appear to be but, usually in puberty, it becomes apparent that they
are not that sex. Sometimes parent/s are told soon after birth, and the parents
decide which sex the child will be brought up as, unless they bring up the child
aware of being intersex.

Non-binary means someone who does not identify in a binary way, i.e. they do
not identify as male or female. There is a growing understanding that there are
many more genders than we have previously understood. People who do not
identify in binary terms may identify, for example, as non-binary, gender queer,
agender, gender fluid. These are all non-binary gender identities.

A fuller glossary has been compiled by Stonewall – generally regarded as a key
and reliable source of information on sexuality and gender:
www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/list-lgbtq-terms

From www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/articles/non-binary-
language-in-worship

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/list-lgbtq-terms
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/articles/non-binary-language-in-worship/
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Safeguarding at BMC
Doreen Corlett and Connie Pullan are your safeguarding officers so please let one
of us know if you have any queries or concerns. If you just want to sound
something out – that’s fine.

God Welcomes All

This is a study guide for small groups or individuals to follow. There are booklets
covering 4 sessions (All are Welcome: Hearing and responding to the word,
Language Listening and Hearing, Power, and The impact of Abuse: Symbols and
liturgy in worship). Plus a facilitator’s guide and a series of short video links on
the Methodist Church website under ‘Safeguarding’. The guides can be ordered
via the Methodist Church website ‘Theology of Safeguarding’ under the
Safeguarding tab. The resources are free. They were trialled in Nottingham
North-East Circuit with house groups there. Please ask either Doreen or Connie if
you want to look at a booklet.

The church policy

The church safeguarding policy is reviewed every year by Church Council (the
Trustees of the church) and this is due at the Church Council in January. Do ask if
you would like to see a copy. It is based on the one that the Methodist Church
puts together and regularly updates. We tweak it for our purposes.

Audit

Some of you will remember an audit of the various church groups taking place in
2022. This is a good opportunity to bring up queries that you have about
safeguarding in relation to the group, check training requirements or anything
else.

Remember, safeguarding is the responsibility of all of us. The safeguarding
officers can’t be everywhere all the time and we depend on you to bring things
to our attention.

Connie Pullan, January 2025

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/list-lgbtq-terms
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/articles/non-binary-language-in-worship/
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Praying for the Earth
15: Exodus and Empire

Father of Creation,
God of Redemption,
We have heard it said of old,
That you acted in history,
To redeem your people from tyranny,
From Slavery in the Empire of Egypt,
To a land flowing with milk and honey.

Father of Creation,
God of Redemption,
You saw the affliction of your people,
You heard the cries of the oppressed,
You heard the groans of the enslaved,
And you delivered them with a strong and mighty hand.

Father of Creation,
God of Redemption,
We desperately need your help,
To redeem us from beastly forces,
From Slavery in the empire of unstrained capitalism,
To a land flowing with biodiversity and justice.

Father of Creation,
God of Redemption,
Do you see the affliction of your planet?
Do you hear the cries of the hungry?
Do you hear the groans from refugees?
Deliver us from our greed with a strong and gracious hand.

Father of Creation,
God of Redemption,
In the death of your Son, you disarmed the powers of empire,

https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency/
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In the resurrection of your Son, a new way has become possible,
For he rules and reigns with self-giving sacrificial love.

Father of Creation,
God of Redemption,
You have called us to be faithful, whatever befalls,
You have empowered us with your life-giving Spirit.
Help us to tend and keep with self-giving sacrificial love.

And so we speak and name our captors,
We renounce their power and sway,
We will not yield nor bow the knee.

Unrestrained Capitalism- your days are numbered.
Consumerism- your days are numbered.
Individualism- your days are numbered.

They bring death, But you, O Lord, bring life.
They bring destruction, But you, O Lord, bring restoration.
They bring slavery, But you, O Lord, are the God of freedom.
They bring sorrow, But in you, O Lord, is fullness of joy.
They build walls, But you, O Lord, extend the table.

In your kingdom, A new way is possible.
In your kingdom, Justice flows.
In your Kingdom, Jesus is Lord.

Father of Creation,
God of Redemption,
To you be all praise, honour and glory
Now and Forever.

Amen

Rev Jon Swales, April 2021. From https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-
prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency  Creative Commons License

https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency/
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Update from the Worship Team
The BMC Worship Team met just before Christmas to discuss arrangements for
services in the Mar-May Plan, and also to consider other worship related
matters.

After finalising the arrangements for services over Christmas, we discussed the
impact of holding our services in the Hall from mid January onwards, while
building work is in progress. We identified that this will give us a chance to try
out different styles of worship before we move back into the re-modelled
church. So, it would be good to hear of any ideas for styles or themes of services
that we can try out in the Hall.

We looked forward to Lent which starts on 5th Mar, including finding a Lent
liturgy. On the evening of Passion Sunday (6th April) there will be a choral
reflection where we will be joining with singers from St John’s. During Holy Week
services will be held on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. On Easter Sunday
we hope to arrange a sunrise service at Attenborough.

Looking further ahead we are planning to repeat the joint service with the
Korean Church on Veterans’ Day which will be followed by a picnic to which
everyone is invited. Also, we will be reviewing the material provided for Bible
Month on John’s gospel to see if it would be suitable for a month of themed
preaching and a related Bible Study (probably in June).

As ever, anyone with an interest in Worship related matters is welcome to join
our meetings – the next meeting is on Wednesday 12th March at 7.30pm.

Martin Weir, Chair of the Worship Team

God be with you
Folks say ‘goodbye’ is a solemn word, the saddest one they’ve ever heard,
Yet for Christians it would seem it’s not as final as folks deem.
For its real meaning – brave and true – is just, ‘I pray God be with you
Till we meet again tomorrow.’ And that takes the edge off sorrow.

Constance Webb
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Weekly events
Sunday Morning Worship at BMC 10.30am

Evening Service 6.30pm (on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month)
Monday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am
Tuesday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am

Open Space refreshments and fellowship at BMC 11.15am-12.15pm
(lunch at 12.15pm every second Tuesday of the month)

Wednesday Wholly Ground Café at BMC 11am-1pm (including a short act of
worship at 11.15am on the first Wednesday of the month)

Dates for your Diary
February 2025
Mon 3rd Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 8th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon
Table Top Time – family board games at BMC 3-5pm

Mon 17th Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 22nd Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am including unwanted gift stall

March 2025
Mon 3rd Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Wed 5th Ash Wednesday – Beginning of Lent

Sat 8th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon

Mon 17th Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 22nd Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am

Mon 31st Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

April 2025
Sat 12th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon

Mon 14th Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm



Here for You: God is calling us to

� Offer spiritual nourishment and growth to all
� Welcome and nurture everyone
� Serve those in our local community
� Be a strong voice for Justice.

Beeston Methodist Church is an Eco Church
From meditation to insulation, from location to invocation,
loving God and His creation should impact everything in our
church lives. Eco Church is a scheme to help churches
demonstrate that they care for God’s earth, to help them ‘go
green’ in all areas of church life.

Beeston Methodist Church gained the Eco Church Bronze Award in March 2021
and is now working towards the Silver Award. ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Beeston Methodist Church is an Inclusive Church
We believe in inclusive church – a church which celebrates
and affirms every person and does not discriminate.

We will continue to challenge the church where it continues to
discriminate against people on grounds of disability, economic
power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning disability,

mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality.

We believe in a Church which welcomes and serves all people in the name of
Jesus Christ; which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel
afresh for each generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all
people to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ.

www.inclusive-church.org

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
https://www.inclusive-church.org

