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Happy Easter!

Soul Food is this year’s Methodist Church campaign of spiritual nourishment
through Lent. To help you prepare for Easter, you’ll find all eight of the liturgies
from Soul Food dotted throughout the this Newsletter. They begin on page 4.

In the last newsletter, our minister challenged us to think about what is
important to us as Christians, to write a statement of belief, and to send it in for
publication in this newsletter. | have now received one or two such creeds,
which | have published in this issue (I am not attributing them to a named
individual, unless requested). | would love to publish more of these — please do
spend some time thinking about what is important to you in your faith, and send
your creed in!

Mark Ramsey — Editor
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Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter is published by Beeston Methodist
Church. Any articles or opinions expressed within may not be the opinion or
policy of Beeston Methodist Church. Any articles without a credited author have
been adapted by the editor from the credited source. To view the newsletter pdf
as a booklet in Adobe Acrobat Reader, select View/Page Display/Two Page View
and Show Cover Page. Similar options are available in other viewers.

Any articles for inclusion in the next issue should be emailed by 16th May to
newsletter@beestonmethodist.church. Articles may be edited for space.
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Web: www.beestonmethodist.church

Email: office@beestonmethodist.church

Tel: 01159431164

Minister: Rev Andrew Checkley revacheckley@btinternet.com
Newsletter editor: Mark Ramsey newsletter@beestonmethodist.church

Front cover: Francis N Souza — The crucifixion from the Methodist Modern Art
Collection © TMCP, used with permission. www.methodist.org.uk/artcollection
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Response to international ‘ .
development budget cut

Church leaders have responded to the Prime Minister’s

announcement concerning cuts to the international development budget:

We deeply lament the government’s stated intention to make further cuts to the
UK’s international development budget. This would break a manifesto promise
made to people in the world’s poorest communities, and have a devastating
impact on lives and livelihoods across the globe. While there is a case to be made
for increasing defence spending to support Ukraine in resisting Russian
aggression, that shouldn’t come at the cost of vital humanitarian and
development programmes, which play a crucial role in promoting human security
around the world.

UK aid programmes protect women and girls from violence, provide cost-
effective vaccines to babies and young children and support human rights
defenders who work to prevent future conflict. Such programmes will be under
threat if UK aid is further slashed by 40%.

Our Churches have strongly encouraged and supported the UK in its
commitment to international development, not only as a way of showing care to
our global neighbours, but in recognition of the UK’s historic and ongoing
responsibilities to address the causes of global injustice, poverty, forced
migration, climate change and conflict. It is a source of deep regret to see a
backing away from that responsibility. A massively reduced UK aid budget would
be experienced as a bitter blow by partners and communities in the global south,
especially coming so soon after the devastating USAID cuts. We urge the
government to rethink its decision immediately.

Revd Helen Cameron & Carolyn Godfrey, President and Vice-President, The
Methodist Church in Britain

and other leaders from The Baptist Union of Great Britain, The Church of
Scotland, The Methodist Church in Ireland and The United Reformed Church

26 February. From www.jpit.uk/response-to-international-development-budget-

cut
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Soul Food - Lent 1: Soul Food
All the things that nourish us

Give us this day our daily bread to feed our soul.
We don’t need distractions of a glitzy package,
a brown paper bag does just fine.

Give us this day our daily bread to feed our soul.
To nourish our minds and warm our hearts,
to enrich our faith, our belief, our life...

Give us this day our daily bread to feed our soul.

Let us never forget you are our God,
the giver of love and joy and hope.

O Lord our God, on this Lenten journey,
feed our souls this day we pray. Amen.

Soul Food - Lent 2: Soul Shelter
All nourished by a safe home (for everyone)

Give us this day our daily bread to shelter our soul.
As bricks and mortar give our bodies shelter,
shelter our being, our souls, with your spirit.

Give us this day our daily bread to shelter our soul.
As houses protect and keep safe our physical being,
hold us in the shelter and safety of your Word.

Give us this day our daily bread to shelter our soul.

As an umbrella holds back the rain and the storms,
so Lord be our umbrella, our tent, our shelter in life’s uncertain times.

O Lord our God, on this Lenten journey,
shelter us in the struggling world’s uncertainties. Amen.

Soul Food Liturgies from www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/soul-food/worship-
resource-pack/soul-food-opening-liturgies
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Update from the Worship Team

The BMC Worship Team met in early March to discuss arrangements for services
in the June to August Plan, and also to consider other worship related matters.

The Team reflected on how well the move into the Hall for Sunday worship had
gone, hearing positive feedback on both the move and on the atmosphere in
worship in the Hall where we are much closer together.

This has encouraged the Team to consider opportunities to try out different
styles of worship in the coming months that will be enabled by the flexibility that
we now enjoy. And in doing this, we are preparing for the time when we move
back into the redeveloped church that will be a light, bright, and flexible space.

So far we have identified 3 different styles of worship to ‘try out’. In March,
Glenda led a Taize service where we were able to worship ‘in the round’. Before
long we will arrange a café style worship, hopefully drawing on the experience of
the Circuit’s Café Church. While Andrew is planning to lead a Communion service
in the round. Hopefully, these services will give as a feel for what might be
possible, going forward, and encourage new ideas to come forward.

As we move towards Holy Week, there will be a choral service on the evening of
Passion Sunday (6 April) where we will be joined by singers from Attenborough.
During Holy Week, services have been arranged for the evenings of Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday. We will celebrate Easter Sunday with a Communion
Service led by Rev Susan Holmes. This will be preceded by a Circuit Dawn Service
in the garden of Toton Methodist Church, led by Rev Tony Malcolm.

Looking further ahead we hope to repeat the joint service with our friends in the
Korean Church on 8th June to be followed by a picnic to which everyone is
invited. This service will coincide with Carers’ week which we hope to mark
during that service. Later in June we plan to mark Bible Month with themed
preaching and a Bible Study drawing on the Gospel of John.

As ever, anyone with an interest in Worship related matters is welcome to join
our meetings — the next meeting is on Wednesday 18th June at 7.30pm.

Martin Weir, Chair of the Worship Team
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Update from the Leadership Team

Exciting times! The redevelopment of our premises is now well underway and
we are beginning to dream dreams and seek visions of how it will be and what
God may like us to do with our new worship and community space. It will be here
before we know it! The Leadership Team is certainly responding with everyone
else to the prayer requests from the Redevelopment Group. Let’s all keep
praying and dreaming.

In February we held the first of our new bi-monthly Conversation & Prayer
evenings — we shared our ideas about the leadership and stewardship of the
church and then prayed for these aspects of BMC life and that there will be those
who will come forward, willing and eager to serve in this way. Our next session
will be held on Wed 2nd April at 7.30pm in the Wesley Room and we will be
talking and praying about the redevelopment of our premises and the
opportunities this inspires.

Our March meeting updated us in the following ways: Our church Safeguarding
officers will begin their annual audit of all our activities, starting with children
and young people’s groups. We discussed the responsibility of all groups and
committees within the church to take account of safeguarding and inclusion in all
of our work. We were struggling to get to grips with how — as a member of the
Inclusive Church Network — we could try and ensure that we take proper
account of this in all of our church discussions. Our minister, Andrew, offered us
the simple but challenging question to consider in our meetings: “Is there
anything we do within this group which might act as a barrier to any person or
group of people wishing to attend or participate?”.

As part of our annual review of giving at BMC, we agreed to put some

information up on a slide before morning worship, in order to inform and remind
us all to think about the offering we make and whether we are able to give more
to support the general work and upkeep of the church. Times are challenging for
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many people, so please only offer what you can afford. Prayer, however, is free,

so please keep our financial health in your prayers also.

Our next Leadership Team (stewards’) meeting is on Wed 7th May at 7.30pm in

the Wesley Room. Do let us know if you think there is anything we should be

talking about there.

Wishing you a Blessed and Happy Easter.

Sally Ramsey, on behalf of the Leadership Team
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A creed
| believe in the God of love, calling us to live a life of justice, peace and love.

| believe in the example of Jesus, showing us how to love our neighbour, the
poor and the stranger, the outcast and the enemy. Inspiring us to live a life of
justice, peace and love.

| believe in the Spirit of truth, enabling us to live a life of justice, peace and love.

| believe in human beings, fragile and flawed, yet capable of moments of great
beauty and kindness.

And | choose to believe, always and in spite of everything, in our power to
transform our earth and our society into a place where justice, peace and love
will flourish.

A creed

| believe...

that God is

that God is with us, God is in us, God is for us

that God holds us, Jesus beckons us, the Spirit lives within us

that we are in relationship with our God, together as God’s people, and that
God’s ways are written on our hearts.

| believe we are no longer our own, but yours.

| believe that...

we are asked to be faithful, just, merciful, humble

we are called to love God and our neighbour and to seek God’s will above our
own

we are warned against casting the first stone or losing hope

we are expected to feed God’s sheep and be fruitful.

| believe that each new day holds eternity, carries its own crucifixions and
resurrections, and offers the promise and possibilities of new life for all.

These two creeds were submitted by members of Beeston Methodist Church
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BMC Commemorative Booklet

As part of our Redevelopment we would like to produce a Commemorative
Booklet, but we need your help. We all have memories of the various Churches
we have belonged to in Beeston and Chilwell and beyond, so we thought that
this would be a good time to share those memories and to record events that
have made Church life so special to us over the years.

For instance, do you remember Special services, Sunday school, Hymns,
Anniversaries, outings and other events? Perhaps you are still in touch with
friends and previous members of our Churches; we would welcome their
memories as well. The written memories needn’t be long essays.

If you would like to contribute, but find writing difficult, please have a word with
one of the team. Could you please have your contributions in by August. They
can be sent by email or left in any of our pigeon holes. Thank you for taking part.

Mary Teale, Glenda and Andy Taylor, Doreen Corlett, Pat Shirra, David Lowe,
Doreen Littlewood (the team)

Biblical commentary on front cover artwork:
Francis N Souza - The crucifixion

Luke 23: 44-45 John 19: 25-27.

In this expressionistic painting Jesus, in pain, hangs on the cross topped by the
INRI sign (INRI is lesus Nazarenus Rex ludaeorum — Jesus the Nazarene, King of
the Jews). John, in grey, is on his right and another figure, probably a woman,
perhaps Jesus’s mother Mary, in brown, is on his left. She has four superimposed
eyes, two looking at Jesus and two looking out at the viewer. There are faint
echoes of the cross (and buildings) in the background. While the figures are well
lit, the scene is set in darkness. The sun (or moon) appears in the sky on Jesus’
left. Perhaps this is the solar eclipse suggested in the Bible. It was traditional to
portray the sun and moon in crucifixions, to represent the New and Old
Testaments.

Commentary based on A Guide to the Methodist Art Collection. From
www.methodist.org.uk/faith/the-methodist-modern-art-collection/browse-the-
collection/the-crucifixion-francis-n-souza
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Update from the Care & Nurture Group

The Care & Nurture Group continues to meet regularly, hoping to nurture and
expand the many ways in which we care for each other, both in our spiritual lives
and in our relationships with one another as part of the church family. If you
have any ideas for what we might think about and discuss in these meetings,
then please do be in touch.

One member of the congregation has agreed to do a bit of online/telephone
research into how to make our ‘new’ premises as disability-friendly as possible.
If this is something which might interest you, then please do have a word with
Sally Ramsey who can tell you more.

We have discussed the possibility of organising church hospital visitors, however
this has turned out to be complicated. Our Minister, Andrew, is always willing to
visit members of the congregation in hospital, but must be advised of their name
(birth name, not just ‘known by’ name), preferably date of birth, hospital and
ward details, otherwise even he may be denied entry. Please do be careful about
obtaining the consent of individuals and/or their family before passing their
information on to others but, if they are happy, then please contact our Pastoral
Secretary (Carol Foster) or the person’s Pastoral Link if known. The hospital
chaplaincy team has also stated they are able to visit people if asked.

We are looking at new ways of helping our children and young people to get
together with others locally (ecumenically and within the Circuit) so that they can
share fun and faith with a wider group of fellow young Christians.

We have also organised our first Death Café, which was a success and — dare |
say it? — enjoyable. A Death Cafe is for people to get together and chat about the
kinds of things we sometimes avoid, an opportunity to get people talking with no
fixed agenda, with the aim of demystifying and sharing with each other
information about end of life and death in a comfortable coffee morning-type
setting. Perhaps we’ll do it again — so come along if you missed this one!

We are planning another social event in the style of our autumn quiz and supper.
This time it is to be an early Christian Aid Week Beetle Drive and supper, to take
place on Saturday 26th April at 4pm. Look out for details and we’ll see you there.

Sally Ramsey, for the Care & Nurture Group
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Soul Food - Lent 3: Soul Rest
Nourished by patience and slowness
Give us this day our daily bread to give our soul rest.

In a fast-paced world that seems never to rest or sleep,
in an internet world of immediate response...

Give us this day our daily bread to give our soul rest.
Let us find that calm centre, that stillness and rest,
that moment of comfort, refreshment and peace...

Give us this day our daily bread to give our soul rest.
To find meaning and purpose, to see the way forward,
with you as our pillow in the moment of tiredness.

O Lord our God, on this Lenten journey,
let us rest in the knowledge of your peace and your calm. Amen.

Soul Food - Lent 4: Soul Repair
Nourished by unconditional love and forgiveness

Give us this day our daily bread to repair our soul.
We have broken bits and worn out bits and missing bits;
bits that make us much less whole...

Give us this day our daily bread to repair our soul.
Life challenges, damages, hurts and scars us,
body mind and spirit all...

Give us this day our daily bread to repair our soul.

Be our balm, the loving thread that gently tends our
wounds,
the thread and patch that makes us whole.

O Lord our God, on this Lenten journey,
repair our broken fragile bits. Amen.

11
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Update from the Redevelopment Group

Building work continues

The heating pipes have been removed
and the brick supports (sleeper walls) for
the new floor have been laid. Work on
the new plant room is underway. The
vestibule floor has been removed as has
the wall that divided the vestibule from
the sanctuary. The new wall will be in a
slightly different place to accommodate a
new accessible WC off the vestibule.
Scaffolding has been erected alongside
and under the gallery so that the sides
can be removed.

Do look at the screen in the coffee bar — it
has a rolling programme of photos from
the building work. There is also a page on
the church website called ‘behind the
scenes’ that shows pictures taken of the work.

Asbestos was found behind the radiators in the church and in the central heating
pipe joints and it now needs to be safely removed. The pigeon guano continues
to prove difficult to clean out from the roof space because of the complex
configuration of the ceiling.

Artwork in the new building

As welcome respite from dealing with complications from pigeons and asbestos,
we are also looking ahead to the details of the finished church. We want to
ensure it is an attractive and inspirational space for the congregation and other

users.

Through ArtServe — an organisation for Christian artists — we have been put in
touch with Ken Twist, a graphic designer and Methodist Pioneer based in

12
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Nottingham. Ken has visited BMC, and we are delighted that he has offered to
design for us a set of banners which will hang from the roof beams in the
redeveloped church. Much of Ken’s work (including these banners) is inspired by
symbolism. Early in the new year 2026 (so a while away!) Ken will give a talk to
BMC about the symbolism behind the banners he proposes. He will also run a
symbolism-themed workshop for members of the congregation who are
interested. The workshop will give people the opportunity to create their own
artworks. These will feature in an exhibition in the church following its reopening
and could also be used in services.

Finance

Many thanks to all of you for the very successful Gift Day. Mission Possible 2
continues to come up with lots of ideas for raising money.

Grant applications have gone to the Benefact, Joseph Rank, Garfield Weston and
National Churches Trusts. We had a visit from Benefact Trust recently and they
will be reporting back to their Trustees. Further applications are planned; they
are very time-consuming to do because every organisation requires different
information in a different format and different emphases. Any help with doing
these forms would be most welcome. All the information exists already, but it
needs tweaking for each application.

Requests for prayers

As building work in the church continues, the Redevelopment Group asks that
you remember the following in your prayers:

The members of the Redevelopment Group as they work with the contractors to
find the best solutions to ongoing challenges with pigeons and asbestos removal.

The team writing grant applications, that all their hard work, customising each
application to the specific funder, will be rewarded with positive outcomes.

Thank God for the people who set up the hall for our service every Sunday
morning and ask that He is with those who are finding this time of transition
unsettling and difficult.

Connie Pullan and Chris Bridges, on behalf of the Redevelopment Group.
13
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What has happened to our church interior?

Church Pews

As soon as work started to clear the church on January 27th it was time to
dismantle the pews to convert them into benches.

Chris Wright, with the help mainly of
Eric Walker, was able to create 11
benches, ranging from a width of 77
cm to 3m 20cm. All were completed by
the end of the week and were
collected. Most pews fitted into large
cars but John Patrick had to enlist the
help of ‘labourers’ from Trent Vineyard

with a van. It is now in the garden.

Most benches are in Beeston and Chilwell, like the one in the picture. One is in
Radcliffe-on-Trent, one in West Yorkshire and one will be taken to Suffolk. The
benches raised just over £1900.

There are remaining pieces of pew, which Chris is hoping to turn into benches.

Large Tapestry

On that Monday morning, Nanoka, a local lady who does sewing, came with her
husband to take down the large tapestry which had been bought by Daniel
Patrick. He asked for it to be made into 3 hangings so it was cut into 3 pieces in
church, taken away and returned a week later with all 3 pieces beautifully sewn.
Daniel had already bought the 2 smaller tapestries. Four of the pieces should
soon be hanging in his home and one in his parents’ home and we await pictures
of them in place.

| contacted Juliet Hemingray, who made the tapestry during Target 2000, and
she was interested to know what was happening. She also advised how she
would deal with the tapestry if asked. After the publication of the last Newsletter
| sent her the 2 reflections which appeared in it. This was her response:

14
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“What a lovely email to open this morning. | am P '

so pleased that the embroideries will enjoy a
new life. Please thank the sewing lady for her
willingness to reinvent them. May they live a
great new life. Please also thank the donors.”

Ornaments from organ wood

Bob Lloyd, a local wood-turner, offered to make
ornaments from the long foot pedals of the
organ. These included large, medium and small
bird houses, angels and candle holders. Over
£170 was raised for Mission Possible 2.

As these items were very popular and soon
sold, more similar items may be made but not
from wood from the organ.

Colin Firbank

A prayer in response to the resumption of

‘n Ila
airstrikes in Gaza

Lord God EMBRACE

the Middle East
We watch with dismay and anguish as the violence resumes in Gaza.
We pray for the people of Gaza: for those directly impacted by last night’s strikes
and those now living in fear of what comes next.
We pray for the hostages, for their safety and that they will be released.
We pray for negotiators and those with political influence: give them compassion
and restraint, and lead them in the paths of peace, not war.

Be close to our partners and give them strength as they continue to serve and
help those in desperate need. In the name of the Prince of Peace.

Amen

From www. embraceme.org/our—prayers/israel—palestine-urgent—prayer—for—peace
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The Easter story reto
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Soul Food - Lent 5: Soul Mates
Nourished by companionship

Give us this day our daily bread to cement our friendship...
That we may feel loved, wanted, needed, cared for,
that we may offer love and care where it is needed.

Give us this day our daily bread to cement our friendship...
That we may live companionably with you our soul friend,
that we may live companionably with our friends and
neighbours.

Give us this day our daily bread to cement our friendship...
That together with you we can be love and hope for others,
that together we are there for each other.

O Lord our God, on this Lenten journey,
be our friend, let us be friends and let us be be-friended, we pray. Amen.

BMC Church Charities 2024-25

ANTHONY il
NOLAN m‘sn%

Saving lives through stem cells the Middle East

The total raised by March 4th was £7028.27

eBay £3979.30 Money jars £242.11
Other items £235.42 Recycled books and CDs £258.23
Coffee mornings £776.86 Coffee bar £656.57
Coins £47.08 Donations £728.18

Event refreshments £104.52

Recent contributions include £753 from eBay sales (including £459 from LPs),
£129 from the February Coffee Morning and £47 from recycled books and CDs.
Colin Firbank

18



BMC Newsletter — April/May 2025

Soul Food - Palm Sunday: Soul Songs
Nourished by musical expression

Give us this day our daily bread that lets our hearts sing...
That we can express our loves our likes our hates our fears,
the depths of our joys, our sorrows our hopes our dreams.

Give us this day our daily bread that lets our hearts sing...
That we can live and be ourselves knowing you hear our
songs,

that we can sing out our hearts desire.

Give us this day our daily bread that lets our hearts sing...
As you know the songs of our souls, the depths of our being,
may those others who hear them through us see you.

O Lord our God, on this Lenten journey,
let us sing and shout and proclaim your way, your Word. Amen.

Gags

This story cannot be found in the scriptures, but it is told that after his
resurrection, Jesus appeared to an old fisherman. “l am Jesus and | have
returned to show God’s love and power.”

“No, you’re not Jesus. Go away! You’re scaring all the fish,” answered the old
fisherman.

“I see you are full of doubt. What would you have me do to show who | am?”
“Walk across the river,” the old fisherman tells Jesus. Jesus starts walking across
the river, but he sinks and disappears under the water.

After he swims back to shore, the old fisherman says to him, “See, you’re not
Jesus. You can’t walk on water!”

Jesus responds, “Well, | used to be able to do it, but then | got these holes in my

'II

feet

From www.beliefnet.com/entertainment/joke-of-the-day.aspx
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. . - 4
BMC Mission Possible 2
Fundraising for BMC Mission Possible 2 is progressing well! _—
BMC Mission
The Wholly Ground Team kicked things off with a much- Possible

appreciated lunch on New Year’s Day which raised £235.50 by way of donations,
and Catherine Guyler’s birthday celebrations on Saturday 11th January raised
£282.50. Elaine Liquorish has donated items to Colin Firbank for sale on eBay to
go along with surplus Church furniture, artefacts and other items. The sale of
church pews (with the carpentry carried out by Chris Wright and Eric Walker) has
brought in almost £2000 so far. The sale of Unwanted Gifts and Easter chicks
raised £215 and the Gift Day has raised £50,484 including gift aid and the “top
up” donation from our anonymous benefactor. Thanks go to those who look
after the coffee mornings on the second Saturday of each month; they raised
over £50 from refreshments at the Gift Day and will be putting this and takings
from future coffee mornings towards the BMC Mission Possible 2 Fund.

Upcoming events — please put the dates in your diaries

* Glenda will be running a Tombola on Saturday 29th March at the Coffee
Morning using the remaining unwanted Christmas gifts

¢ Afternoon teas will be served in the Hall on Monday 5th May at 4pmto
commemorate VE Day. Tickets will be available in April and the menu will
include sandwiches, quiche, scones with jam and cream, cakes and pots of
tea or cafetieres of coffee as well as entertainment. Serena Lindsay will be
singing some relevant songs and Leo Brown will be playing the piano. Tickets
will be free, but we will be expecting donations! (We are hoping for
donations of at least £15 per person).

* A concert with a title of Preludes and Poetry will be held in the hall on 17th
May at 7.30pm. Reuben Lee will be playing several pieces and Reuben and
Serena will be singing a few duets. There will also be some poetry readings.
Entry will be by donation.

Ideas for Possible Future Fundraising

* We hope to arrange for a guest speaker to provide the entertainment to
follow a three-course dinner on a Saturday evening later in the year.
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* We would like to challenge each group at church to think of and execute a
fundraising idea and simply pay the money to Ray Howard for BMC Mission
Possible 2

* A wine and cheese evening

* Commemorative mugs to be manufactured and sold

* Ahat and scarf sale

* A compiled book of memories from BMC and its predecessor churches.

* AlJumble Sale

* An evening with Bishop Paulina Htawiczka-Trotman, wife of the Rev Arlington
Trotman

We are very pleased that Mary Teale has joined Doreen, Andy and Glenda in the
BMC Mission Possible 2 Team Fundraising Team. If anyone else would like to join
the team, suggest fundraising ideas or run some fundraising events, please get in
touch with Andy or Glenda Taylor (0115 9135571).

Soul Food - Good Friday: Soul Support
Nourished by each other when times are tough

Give us this day our daily bread to face the sorrows of our
soul...

To face the pain, the anguish, the agony, the injustice,
the violence of the world around us.

Give us this day our daily bread to face the sorrows of our
soul...
To face the love and the hate, that bring tears to our eyes,

to face the confusions that leave empty hollowness.

Give us this day our daily bread to face the sorrows of our soul...
To hold fast to our faith in a world that tries to strip us of worth and value,
to live with our faith, our belief despite all around us.

O Lord our God, on this Lenten journey,
let us face our sorrow, feel our sorrow and trust your Word. Amen.
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« 15 €L - e JoiNnT PuBLiC
A “difficult decision”? lssuEs TEAM
In the November 2024 budget the Chancellor “ C

decided to keep the last government’s £3bn of (
disability benefit cuts which were pencilled in

for the next three years. This was called a “difficult decision”. Over the past
week, the government was busily spinning that because “the world has changed”
there are to be more difficult choices in the March 2025 financial statement. The
world may have changed, but the difficult choice offered is remarkably similar —
additional reductions in the living standards of the disabled. This time with cuts
of between £2bn and £7bn.

From an uncertain economy to certain hunger via “a difficult decision”

The UK economy has not been healthy for some time and is not recovering as
hoped. However, it is the problem of a “changing world” and global economic
uncertainty that the government says it is responding to. Specifically, the Trump
administration’s aggressively erratic trade and foreign policies have shaken the
world’s economic outlook.

The Office for Budgetary Responsibility (OBR) must predict the major variables in
the economy, such as inflation, interest rates, and house prices, alongside non-
monetary variables including the levels of sickness and unemployment out to
2030. In normal times is a herculean task of skill, luck and faith — and these aren’t
normal times. Their best guess seems to be that the £10bn planned room in the
government budget in 2030 has gone — for context this is against a planned
overall budget in excess of £1,420bn (latest figure published by the OBR).

Widespread uncertainty leads to negative but uncertain economic forecasts,
which leads to “difficult choices”, which in turn leads to the certainty of cuts to
the overall welfare budget, which will definitely result in some disabled people
having lower incomes. As disabled people already have high rates of poverty,
foodbank use and destitution, it is near certain that the proposed cuts will lead
to more hunger. In the UK the number of people who are food insecure — or
hungry — was at the last count 7.2m.

You are right if you think it is profoundly unjust that the costs of the increased
risks in the world are borne not by those who are gaining the most, or even
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those who actively profit from these risks, but by the weakest in our society and
across the globe. A just political economy could and should distribute these risks
more equitably.

Christians have an unashamed “preferential option for the poor”, but the series
of beliefs and choices described above show a deeply embedded preferential
option for the rich.

Is it more difficult to take from the weak or the powerful?

The unnamed government source briefed the BBC that further cuts to disability
benefit were “politically painful”
and there is no politically painless way of dealing with it. However, placing the
cost at the feet of the least well off, whose friends don’t own newspapers, who
don’t provide enormous funds to think-tanks or political parties and are easily

dismissed as “taking the mickey” looks a lot like the least painful option.

. Maybe. Rising global uncertainly has a price-tag

Sensitive to cash, numb to people

Indeed, it seems that our economy and institutions are set up in a way designed
to numb us to the “painful decision” of placing burdens on the poorest. For
example, spending implications of policy decisions are rigorously and publicly
checked by the independent OBR before they ever see the light of day. They are
then tested against “fiscal rules” which are designed to give the financial markets
confidence in the management of the economy.

Typically cuts to social security are sold with the line, “we will spend less money
on supporting the poorest and we will then get less poverty.” Universal Credit,
benefit sanctions and cuts to the main benefit supporting the sick and disabled
were all sold on this premise. Usually, a story is told that cuts to benefits will
“incentivise” work and thus reduce poverty, or that fewer people will need
expensive benefit payments because of the introduction of cheap support
programmes or by even cheaper threats and punishments.

You won’t be surprised that none of these ways of taking money from the
poorest have reduced poverty — indeed most didn’t even make their predicted
financial savings, because the needs that went unmet reappeared as expensive
problems elsewhere in government budgets.
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How could this happen? To quote a sermon by John Wesley, “one part n ﬂ
of the world does not know what the other suffers. Many of them do
not know, because they do not care to know: they keep out of the n

way of knowing it.” JOINT PUBLIC
ISSUES TEAM

Take money from the poorest and they will become less poor?

Perhaps the next time disability benefits are cut, government spokespeople will
be up-front and say, “we are cutting the budgets of disabled people, with the
obvious consequences of increased poverty, hunger and worsening health and
life chances.” However, | doubt it.

What | expect is some version of the magical story which goes “take money away
from the poorest and they will become less poor”. While there are undoubtedly
some reforms that could have a positive impact, and there are definitely changes
that could cut £2-7Bn, reforms that do both seem less plausible.

This time such claims might be justified — maybe — but wouldn’t it be fantastic if
before such claims could be made, the government had to run their “optimistic”
predictions past an independent body, an equivalent of the OBR? Wouldn’t it be
even better if that body included both the learned experience of policy
professionals, social scientists and mathematical modellers, alongside people
with lived experience of poverty, who are experts in how polices actually impact
on people’s day to day lives?

Forecasting poverty and hunger rates is a great deal easier and more reliable
than predicting house prices in 2030, which the OBR is legally obliged to do
before the March 2025 financial statement. So, it could be done — but our
institutions have been set up with different priorities.

A preference for the poor means ensuring that policies that harm the poor
become the “politically difficult” choice

Polices that make the lives of the poorest harder are often called “difficult
decisions”. The reality is they are usually the politically expedient choice,
because currently the human consequences of polices on the poorest are
ignored or only shown through rose tinted glasses. The bad news is we chose to
make it like this, the good news is that we can choose differently. The way things
are is not inevitable; with different choices, different institutions, different
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regulations, working alongside experts with lived and learned experience, we can
change it.

If you want to ask your MP to oppose cutting support for disabled people, you
can email your MP at https://action.trussell.org.uk/disability-cuts

Paul Morrison, 15 March. From www.jpit.uk/repeatedly-taking-the-easy-choice-

on-welfare

The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) is a partnership between the Baptist Union of
Great Britain, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church. The
purpose of JPIT is to help the Churches to work together for peace and justice
through listening, learning, praying, speaking and acting on public policy issues.

Soul Food - Easter Day: Soul Stories
So well nourished that we have to share it

Alleluia, Alleluia! is our story and our song

Give us this day our daily bread that our cup overflows with
enough to share...
That our souls proclaim the greatness of the Lord,

that our souls overflow with a story to tell.

Give us this day our daily bread that our cup overflows with
enough to share...
With words and gifts and smiles and songs,

with Hallelujahs echoing from our souls.

Give us this day our daily bread that our cup overflows with

enough to share...

That we may sit and stand and walk as stories are shared and truths revealed,
that we may listen and hear and speak and sing and shout.

O Lord our God, our Lenten journey has ended, our Easter journey begun.
Nourished by our journey, let us share and tell your living, loving stories, we

pray.
Alleluia, Alleluia for Christ is risen, Alleluia!
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Safeguarding at BMC

Doreen Corlett and Connie Pullan are your safeguarding officers so please let one
of us know if you have any queries or concerns. If you just want to sound
something out, that’s fine.

God Welcomes All

This is a study guide for small groups or individuals to follow. There are booklets
covering 4 sessions (All are Welcome: Hearing and Responding to the Word,;
Language Listening and Hearing; Power; The Impact of Abuse: Symbols and
Liturgy in Worship), plus a Facilitator’s guide and a series of short video links on
the Methodist Church website under ‘Safeguarding’. The guides can be ordered
via the Methodist Church website ‘Theory of Safeguarding’ under the
Safeguarding tab. The resources are free. They were trialled in Nottingham
North-East Circuit with house groups there. Please ask Doreen or Connie if you
want to look at a booklet.

The church policy

The church safeguarding policy was approved at Church Council in January. Do
ask if you would like to see a copy. It is based on the one that the Methodist
Church puts together and regularly updates. We tweak it for our purposes.

Safeguarding Audit 2025

The last safeguarding audit of church groups was carried out in 2022. Connie and
Doreen will be carrying out an audit of current church groups over this year. It is
a good opportunity to bring up queries that you may have about safeguarding in
relation to a group that you attend or run, check training requirements, or any
other matter.

District Safeguarding Conference 2025

This year’s District Safeguarding Conference will be held on Saturday 7th June
10.00am-1.30pm, at Nuthall Methodist Church. The theme of the Conference
will be Forget Me Not: A Sensitive and Supportive Response to Memory Loss and
Dementia. All are welcome to attend. Please see the poster opposite for further
information.
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Remember, safeguarding is the responsibility of all of us. The safeguarding
officers can’t be everywhere all the time and we depend on you to bring things
to our attention.

Doreen Corlett, March 2025

DISTRICT SAFEGUARDING 74l gy
CONFERENCE 2025 A L

“FORGET ME NOT"

A SENSITIVE AND SUPPORTIVE RESPONSE
TO MEMORY LOSS AND DEMENTIA

SATURDAY 7TH JUNE
10:00am - 1:30pm
NUTHALL METHODIST CHURCH

An oppor tunity to:

% Find out how we can support those with memory loss and dementia,
their carers and families in our churches and communities.

% Learn more about crea{ing a dementia Friemﬂg space.

* Raise your awareness of the signs of early onset dementia.

% Consider how we can create a good saf equarding culture for those

affected.

Why not bring your lunch and continue the conversation?

=N Cakes will be prowided bg members of the District

e Saf eguarding Group (0S6)
f \;Wé, 2 Elis

kS pre=g To book a place: o
Follow the link k
: . https:/ /forms.gle/7erUg3V7TzUSGPNP7
o . Scanthe code E PR
Email Rosie padistrictsafeguarding@methodist-nd.org.uk
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Praying for the Earth

17: Symphony of Praise

,Green Disciples

- Walking God's way in God's World

Father of Creation,

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
You made a world of wonder,

A world that takes our breath away.
You declared it be good.

We take our place within the choir of Creation,
Within the dance of biodiversity,

The rich tapestry of life.

The Lord’s name is to be praised.

Praise the Lord, all his creatures!
From the rising of the sun to the setting of the same,
The Lord’s name is to be praised.

Praise the Lord, all the earth!

From Coral Reefs to Grasslands,

From Temperate Forests to Savannas,
From Mountains High to Oceans Deep,
The Lord’s name is to be praised.

Asian Hornbills & Hammerhead Sharks honour you,
Vervet Monkeys & Viperfish venerate you,
Gazelles, Gibbons and Giraffes glorify you,
Peacocks and Pelicans praise you,

Eagles and Elephants exalt you.

The Lord’s name is to be praised.

And yet, O God,

We are killing the chaoir,

Making silent the symphony of praise.

Our parasitical use of power leads to Endlings and Extinctions.

Forgive our foolish ways.
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Humanity has sinned and done what is wicked in your sight,
Christ, have mercy.

We have moved East of Eden,
Christ, have mercy.

We have built Babel and made ourselves as gods,
Christ, have mercy.

Our exploitive economic system has encroached into holy habitats,
Forgive our foolish ways.

We lift up to you our oceans,
Christ have mercy.

We lift up to you our rainforests,
Christ have mercy.

We lift up to you non-human worshippers facing extinction,
Forgive our foolish ways.

God of Creation,

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Empower your Church to execute justice and speak truth to power.

Equip your Church to work for the healing of the nations and the flourishing of
all.

Enable your church to recognise its priestly calling to tend and keep.

Father of Creation,

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
You made a world of wonder,

A world that takes our breath away.
You declared it to be good.

The Lord’s name is to be praised.

Amen

Rev Jon Swales, April 2021. From https.//atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-

prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency Creative Commons License
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Embrace the Middle East &ﬂﬂ\*
Prayer Diary - April 2025 EMBRACE

6 April the Middle East

We pray for the Arkan Centre in Alexandria, Egypt, as it aims to boost
opportunities for Christian and Muslim young people who are struggling in the
difficult job market. Training in technology and communications equips the
participants to think critically and creatively. The project also brings people of
different faiths together, promoting unity in a tense social context.

“I am a different person than | was before | came to Arkan Cultural
Center. | don’t hate Christians or anyone else before knowing them. | see
good in everyone now and treat everyone with the kindness and respect
I learned in Arkan.”

Rabia, student at the Arkan Cultural Centre, Egypt

13 April

The multiple crises in Lebanon over the past few years have made life
challenging for the students at the Zvartnotz Centre, who have complex special
needs. We are currently helping the centre with transportation costs, so that the
students can safely get to the centre for education, vocational training and
rehabilitation programmes.

20 April

Alleluia! He is risen! This Easter Sunday, we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus
Christ and the enduring message of hope he offers to our wartorn world. We
pray for Christians in the Middle East as they serve faithfully and work to build
peace in fractured and hurting communities.

27 April

Freedom of movement is vital to people’s right to work, worship, access health
services, maintain family relationships and much more. Please pray for the
Society of St Yves, as it advocates for Palestinians facing travel restrictions,
ensuring people are aware of their rights and helping them to mount legal
challenges against travel bans.

From www.embraceme.orqg/s/Embrace Prayer Diary Feb25 July25 Web.pdf
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Dates for your Diary

April 2025
Sat 5th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon
Sun 6th Passion Sunday choral service at BMC 6.30pm
Sat 12th Table Top Time — family board games at BMC 3-5pm
Mon 14th  Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm
Sun 20th Easter Sunday Circuit Dawn Service at Toton Methodist Church,
Sat 26th Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am
Christian Aid Week Beetle Drive and supper at BMC 4pm
Mon 28th  Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm
May 2025
Mon 5th Afternoon Tea for VE Day at BMC 4pm
Sat 10th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon
Table Top Time — family board games at BMC 3-5pm
Mon 12th  Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm
Sat 17th Preludes and Poetry concert at BMC at 7.30pm
Sat 31st Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am
Weekly events
Sunday Morning Worship at BMC 10.30am
Evening Service 6.30pm (on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month)
Monday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am
Tuesday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am

Open Space refreshments and fellowship at BMC 11.15am-12.15pm
(lunch at 12.15pm every second Tuesday of the month)

Wednesday Wholly Ground Café at BMC 11am-1pm (including a short act of

worship at 11.15am on the first Wednesday of the month)
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AR
Beeston Methodist Church'

Here for You: God is calling us to

¢ Offer spiritual nourishment and growth to all
* Welcome and nurture everyone

* Serve those in our local community

* Be a strong voice for Justice.

Beeston Methodist Church is an Eco Church A ioclll
BRONZE
From meditation to insulation, from location to invocation, AWARD
. . . . - WINNER
loving God and His creation should impact everything in our 2021

church lives. Eco Church is a scheme to help churches ECO ¥ CHURCH

demonstrate that they care for God’s earth, to help them ‘go
green’ in all areas of church life.

Beeston Methodist Church gained the Eco Church Bronze Award in March 2021
and is now working towards the Silver Award. ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Beeston Methodist Church is an Inclusive Church

We believe in inclusive church — a church which celebrates
and affirms every person and does not discriminate.

We will continue to challenge the church where it continues to
discriminate against people on grounds of disability, economic
power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning disability,
mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality.

We believe in a Church which welcomes and serves all people in the name of
Jesus Christ; which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel
afresh for each generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all
people to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ.
www.inclusive-church.org
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