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To every thing there is a season
Ecclesiastes 3:1

Anybody who goes past or into our church building can see that great changes
are afoot. The outside of the building is covered in scaffolding and, inside, the
sanctuary is sealed off. We are cut off from our usual worship space and most of
us don’t know exactly what is going on in there. It is a matter of trust, of faith,
even. We know that we will have something different at the end of the process.
What will it be like? Will it feel good straight away or will it take time to get used
to? Will it automatically serve our local community better, or will that take hard
work? How would we like our church life, our worship life, our use of the new
space to be different. Please keep thinking and planning and praying, chatting
with others and dreaming dreams. Why not let the Leadership Team/stewards
know about your ideas, or share them by sending in an article for the next
newsletter?

Mark Ramsey – Editor

Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter – June/July 2025
Beeston Methodist Church Newsletter is published by Beeston Methodist
Church. Any articles or opinions expressed within may not be the opinion or
policy of Beeston Methodist Church. Any articles without a credited author have
been adapted by the editor from the credited source. To view the newsletter pdf
as a booklet in Adobe Acrobat Reader, select View/Page Display/Two Page View
and Show Cover Page. Similar options are available in other viewers.

Any articles for inclusion in the next issue should be emailed by 16th July to
newsletter@beestonmethodist.church. Articles may be edited for space.
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Celebrating Wesley Day in London
The Rev Helen Cameron, President of the Methodist Conference,
and Mrs Carolyn Godfrey, Vice-President of the Methodist
Conference, attended Wesley Day at Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian Mission in
London.

“Remember, on this
day my heart was
strangely warmed
and it changed my
life,” says ‘John
Wesley’ during the
Songs of Praise
service at which
Mrs Carolyn
Godfrey preached
in Wesley’s Chapel.

Wesley Day is
always a big day
with the pilgrimage to St. Paul’s Cathedral. Still, this year, the Wesley Chapel and
Museum team planned a full day of worship and activities, including music
intervals, a drum workshop enjoyed by Mrs Godfrey and costumed volunteers.

The pilgrimage started at John Wesley’s tomb, passed through Bunhill Fields
cemetery, walked the John Wesley Walk at the Barbican and commemorated at
the Aldersgate Flame before arriving at St. Paul’s Cathedral for an Evensong
service.

A few hundred people attended the day or some activities, including Rev Dr Jongi
Zihle, Chair of the London Methodist District, the East Barnet Anglican Methodist
Partnership and the Susanna Wesley Fellowship.

29 May 2025. From www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/celebrating-wesley-day-
in-london

mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.beestonmethodist.church
mailto:office@beestonmethodist.church
mailto:revacheckley@btinternet.com
mailto:newsletter@beestonmethodist.church
https://www.facebook.com/MethodistPresidency
https://www.facebook.com/MethodistPresidency
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/celebrating-wesley-day-in-london


BMC Newsletter — June/July 2025

4

Update from the Leadership Team
Greetings to you all from the members of the BMC leadership team.

Back in February we commenced bi-monthly meetings for prayer and
conversation. We invite anyone and everyone to join us as we explore together
and pray about our vision for building God’s kingdom here at BMC. Details of
dates and times of these meetings are posted in the BMC notices.

We’re delighted at the progress being made on the redevelopment of our
building. Our sincere thanks go to our amazing redevelopment group members,
for all their hard work to make it happen. What a skilled and committed group
they are! Thanks too to all who are assisting with preparing our worship areas
every Sunday.

Fundraising for BMC Mission Possible 2 is yielding great results – we are grateful
to everyone involved in organizing events and digging deep with their
contributions. We are providing information in the notices and on slides shown
on screen before worship regarding costs for the general running of BMC. We
need to be aware as we consider our weekly giving that we project a shortfall
this year of £24,000 against our budget.

Our plans to recruit a lay worker for BMC in due course are ongoing and progress
will be reported to and discussed with Church Council.

We’re currently reviewing the BMC mission plan and will send on to church
groups for comments and proposals before presenting to Church Council.

We’ve been discussing our responsibilities to take account of safeguarding and
inclusion in all that we do at BMC. We’d like to encourage individuals and church
groups to consider what more we can do to ensure that everyone is able and
confident to attend and participate fully in our fellowship. Don’t be shy – do let
us know how things could be improved for you and others.

Wishing you all plenty of good times over the summer.

Paula Dawson, on behalf of the Leadership Team
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BMC Mission Possible 2
Fundraising for Mission Possible 2 continues to progress well:

� The Tombola Stall on Saturday 29th March raised £26.
� The Gift Day on 8th March raised approximately £53000 including Gift Aid.
� The afternoon teas which were served in the hall on Monday 5th May to

commemorate VE Day raised £775.
� The Preludes and Poetry concert on Saturday 17th May raised £450.

We have three definite upcoming events:

� A concert by Dana and Anne de Waal will be held in the hall on Saturday 7th
June at 7.30pm. Entry will be by donation.

� Glenda will be running a stall on Saturday 28th June at the Coffee Morning
using any remaining gifts from previous occasions. Please feel free to add o
the collection if you have a clear out between now and then and take items
to Karen in the office any time after 2nd June.

� Chris and Viv Gray have agreed to be our after dinner speakers on Saturday
18th October. We are planning a 3 course meal and everyone is welcome.
More details later.

Many thanks to those who have contributed memories from BMC and its
predecessor churches. The aim is to compile a book which will be for sale.

Ideas for Possible Future Fundraising:

� We would like to challenge each group at church to think of and execute a
fundraising idea and simply pay the money to Ray Howard for BMC Mission
Possible 2

� Commemorative mugs to be manufactured and sold
� A hat, scarf and bag sale
� A Jumble Sale

A big thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Fundraising at BMC for
the redevelopment. The support has been amazing. If anyone would like to join
the BMC Mission Possible 2 Team, suggest fundraising ideas or run some
fundraising events, get in touch with Andy or Glenda Taylor (0115 9135571).
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Christian Aid Week
This year Christian Aid Week was May 11-17, when
supporters find different ways of raising funds and awareness for the work of the
organisation’s local partners, empowering communities around the world to find
practical and sustainable ways out of poverty.

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference encouraged
people to take part.

Rev Helen Cameron said, “The work of Christian Aid in alleviating poverty
globally is more important than ever.”

Vice President, Carolyn Godfrey added, “Christian Aid continues to be a beacon
of hope for communities around the world facing poverty, injustice, and crisis.
Christian Aid’s focus on addressing the root causes of inequality—whether
through climate justice, advocating for human rights, or supporting local
communities in the face of disasters—shows their dedication to creating a more
just and compassionate world.”

This year, the charity – which is marking its 80th anniversary – is focussing its
flagship appeal on work in Guatemala, in Central America, where climate change
is causing the seasons to intensify and shift erratically. As a result, farming
communities have to battle severe floods and, more recently, ferocious
heatwaves. Water sources are drying up and vital crops are failing, plunging
farming families into hunger and poverty.

Amelia is 24 and a mother of two from the Alta Verapaz region. She said the
situation is very worrying: “In the past three years, we have been experiencing
high heat and a lack of rain. One of the biggest issues is the lack of water…My
plantations have been dying… and there is no food for my family.”

Despite the challenges families are facing, the unstoppable power of hope drives
people to look for ways to push back. Christian Aid has been working with
organisations like, Coordinación de ONG y Cooperativas, to offer training and
tools so farmers can diversify and grow more resilient crops, build water
recycling systems, and create organic fertiliser.

https://www.christianaid.org.uk
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/christian-aid-week
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This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times

When Amelia discovered these initiatives, she put herself forward as a
community representative, attending training sessions and bringing the learning
back, to train other women in her community. She also raises awareness about
the environment, discouraging people from littering, and encouraging people not
to sell their land.

Every year, Christian Aid shines a light on people like Amelia and the efforts of
local organisations to work with them towards a better future.

To find out more about Christian Aid, please visit www.christianaid.org.uk

From www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/christian-aid-week

https://www.christianaid.org.uk
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/christian-aid-week
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Church Meeting Minutes Pentecost 33 AD
Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed Matthias to the meeting as the elected
successor to the late Judas Iscariot. There were no apologies for
absence.

It was asked from the floor of the meeting whether Matthias’
appointment was a three-year appointment and whether further elections would
be held by lot or secret ballot. After some discussion it was decided:

� That as the other disciples were appointed for no fixed period Matthias’
appointment should be the same

� The method of election to fill future vacancies and the period of
appointment should be discussed at the next meeting

� None of the other disciples wished to retire at the moment.

Matters arising

It was suggested that John Mark be questioned about his conduct at the arrest of
Jesus. It was further suggested that his membership be discontinued. It was
stated that when Jesus was arrested John Mark ran away, but not only that, his
garment fell off and he ran away naked. This disturbed some members of the
crowd, particularly a few old ladies. John Mark said in his defence that this was a
one off experience and that he was not in the habit of running about naked. His
mother could vouch for that.

He apologised to the meeting. His apology was accepted: 34 in favour to 12
against. It was recommended that he receive counselling and this be offered to
the disturbed old ladies as well.

Finance and General Purposes

It was suggested from the floor that the upper room where the meeting was
being held was rather draughty. There was in fact a strong breeze blowing. The
Chair of the General Purposes Committee said that he would investigate the
matter. Finances were tight but he would get quotations and arrange any
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necessary repairs. This was accepted by the meeting after further discussions on
the desirability of double glazing and underfloor heating.

It was also suggested that there was an electrical fault because there appeared
to be sparks coming from the floorboards and other parts of the room that might
be a fire hazard. It was agreed that this should also be looked into and the fire
regulations checked.

Communication

The Chair proposed that the members of the meeting communicate their
thoughts and experiences about Jesus to the people in the streets of Jerusalem.
After some discussion it was decided that this was not feasible for the following
reasons:

� People in Jerusalem spoke a variety of languages
� Members were not trained in public speaking
� No permission from the local authority
� What they said might upset some people

It was agreed that a small sub-committee look into the suggestion and report
back in six months’ time. The following guidelines were suggested for the sub-
committee:

� Permission is sought from the local authority
� The possibility of language courses at the local college is explored
� A course in public relations and race relations be undertaken
� The cost would also have to be carefully considered

The feasibility of a weekend away to discuss these proposals was also discussed.
The Chair would convene the sub-committee.

Other matters

The Chair thanked Mary and Martha for providing coffee and biscuits. The Chair
closed the meeting, as there was no other business to discuss.

Found in a Winsley Methodist Church Newsletter
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Update from the Care & Nurture Group
Many of us enjoyed our latest food & fellowship event last weekend, a Beetle
Drive & supper which was great fun and raised £230 for Christian Aid too!

Our first Death Café also went really well. If the name puts you off, there is no
need. Everyone there enjoyed a coffee morning style event whilst chatting in a
very relaxed way about the thoughts and questions they have surrounding death
and end of life issues. Sometimes we just never get the chance to talk about
these things. Sometimes we don’t want to upset others by bringing up the
subject. Sometimes we feel we have noone to speak to. Sometimes we know we
should really be planning a few things, but we never seem to get around to it.
Here, in this setting, permission is there to tackle what’s on our minds and to
help each other with new ideas and encouragement, or just to listen to each
others’ stories with empathy and concern. Come along to the next one, why
don’t you? We hope this will be held on a Saturday morning in September and
we’ll let you know the date.

This month we want to celebrate the work of the Flower Ministry team, who
amaze us all with their creativity as we enjoy beautiful arrangements Sunday by
Sunday. We also know that they light up front doorsteps on a Monday when they
are delivered to others. So thank you.

We want to encourage those who go along to a house group and we would love
to see more people joining in, so we will be trying to get more information about
these and their weekly programmes into the church newsletter and notices.

We have been having some conversations about how to include everyone in our
church life and make sure that noone is unintentionally excluded, and all working
groups and committees have been asked to pay attention to this whenever they
are planning events and activities, asking themselves the question, “Is there
anything we do within this group which might act as a barrier to any person or
group of people wishing to attend or participate?”.

Finally, we are hoping to pop up in the morning service on 8th June, when it is
Carers’ Week, with a brief contribution to remind ourselves of the great wealth
of caring that goes on both within BMC and in the wider community and to thank
God for this in prayer.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/the-methodist-church-welcomes-pope-leo-xivs-election
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Blessings to you, your families and all who care for you, both within and without
the church.

If you have any ideas for what we might think about and discuss in these
meetings, or would like to come and join in, then please do be in touch.

Sally Ramsey, for the Care & Nurture Group

The Methodist Church welcomes Pope
Leo XIV’s election
The Methodist Church welcomes Pope Leo XIV’s election, and we
offer our prayers for his papacy. Methodist people cherish our
place in the worldwide church, and our relationships with the Roman Catholic
Church at local, national and international levels. We pray that all church leaders
listen to the voices of the poor and the oppressed, and speak out for justice, as
we share God’s love.

A prayer on the election of Pope Leo XIV

God of all grace,
we thank you that in every generation you reveal your love for the world, and set
before your people your word of life and hope.
Bless and guide your servant, Pope Leo XIV. Give him the assurance of your love,
and pour your Spirit upon him: may his ministry reflect that of your Son Jesus,
and let him be a bold witness to your love and truth.
Bless our siblings in the Roman Catholic Church as they welcome their new Holy
Father. May he lead their Church with wisdom and grace.
Together with Pope Leo unite all Christians as a holy people, bearing hope and
peace within the human family, and always attentive to the most poor and
marginalised.
In the name of our Risen Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen.

8 May 2025. From www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/the-methodist-church-
welcomes-pope-leo-xivs-election

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/the-methodist-church-welcomes-pope-leo-xivs-election
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Update from the Redevelopment Group
Work has now started on the roof. If you look down on the roof (see diagram
below) you can see how complicated it is.

The roof over the
tower (at the top
left-hand corner)
has been started.
By the time you
read this, they may
have started on the
main roof but this is
going to be difficult
because of the long
stretch from the
ridge down to the
gutters. The plan is
to do the lower half

first and then put up more scaffolding to do the top half to meet it.

The whole church premises have had to be closed for two weeks so that asbestos
could be safely removed from the current boiler room. The new boiler room will
be at first floor level which will solve the problem of flooding that happened
periodically in the basement where the boiler was sited.

Inside the church the ceiling is being painted while the scaffolding is up. The floor
is being fitted and the rear gallery extended across the back. You may remember
the problem with dry rot in the corner of the gallery at the back. This has now
been treated. The steel beams at the back of Karen’s office are being altered so
that there is a level surface in front of the organ.

Finance: The Circuit has agreed to donate £50,000. We await a decision from
Joseph Rank. Mission Possible 2 is going from strength to strength so we are
creeping towards our target. There may still be some unknowns from findings
during the building work that have not been anticipated.

Connie Pullan and Chris Bridges, on behalf of the Redevelopment Group.

F
R
O
N
T
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Safeguarding at BMC
Doreen Corlett and Connie Pullan are your safeguarding officers so please let one
of us know if you have any queries or concerns. If you just want to sound
something out, that’s fine.

Safeguarding Audit

This is now underway. Each church is now being asked to complete an audit form
each year to present to Church Council and forward to the Circuit. Circuit then
does a circuit Audit to forward to District.

Training

There is a Foundation course planned for Tuesday 1st July 7-8.30pm at
Kingswood Methodist Church. They are essential for roles involving children,
young people or vulnerable adults, but anyone can attend these training
sessions. You do need to book with Connie Pullan. You will find it interesting and
useful.

There are Advanced training sessions on:

� Thursday July 3rd 7-9pm Online
� Saturday July 19th 10am-2pm at BMC

These are for local preachers, worship leaders, and others in senior roles in the
church. If you think you need to do this or to update, please let Connie Pullan
know.

Remember, safeguarding is the responsibility of all of us. The safeguarding
officers can’t be everywhere all the time and we depend on you to bring things
to our attention.

Connie Pullan 07909503539, connierpullan@gmail.com
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Supreme Court gender ruling
The President and Vice-President, along with the Secretary of the
Methodist Conference, have released the following in response to
the Supreme Court’s ruling made on 16 April regarding gender.

Prayer

Holy God, you made us in love,
and each of us bear your image and likeness,
we are wonderfully restored and renewed by the work of your Spirit.
Help us to see and value the beauty of the gift of your diverse creation
and so treat one another with the same tenderness we receive from you.
May those who are frightened, uncertain or anxious
know your comfort and our support.
Amen

Rev Helen Cameron and Carolyn Godfrey, President and Vice-President of the
Methodist Conference

Statement

Following the Supreme Court’s judgment, many may feel anxious, hurt, or
unsettled. We need to be clear: nothing in this ruling diminishes our
determination to be an inclusive church. The Methodist Church believes that all
people, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity, have a place in God’s
Church and trans people should always feel that they are welcome and loved.

It is important that we reassert this in the light of some of the coverage of the
Supreme Court’s ruling; this is not a matter of ‘winners’ or ‘losers’, and to
portray it as such is at best unhelpful and at worst an attempt to justify prejudice
and discrimination. The Court made its ruling on a matter of the interpretation of
the law. It determined what the provisions of The Equalities Act mean by
defining who may or may not participate in some single-sex activities or may use
certain single-sex facilities, and who is and is not protected against discrimination
on the grounds of sex (whilst noting that trans people are protected against
discrimination because they are trans – and that has not changed).

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/supreme-court-gender-ruling
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It is likely that this presents an issue in very few churches, but should a question
arise, please address it to soc@methodistchurch.org.uk and the Team will do its
best to offer clear guidance.

Although the ruling is likely to present an issue in only a few places, the effect on
those who feel excluded and uncertain is wider and deeper. Anyone in that
position, and wanting pastoral support should contact the local minister or
superintendent, District EDI Officer or Connexional Inclusion Team.

The Rev Dr Jonathan Hustler, The Secretary of the Conference
28 April 2025. From www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/supreme-court-gender-
ruling

BMC Commemorative Booklet
As part of our Redevelopment we would like to
produce a Commemorative Booklet, but we need
your help. We all have memories of the various
Churches we have belonged to in Beeston and
Chilwell and beyond, so we thought that this
would be a good time to share those memories
and to record events that have made Church life
so special to us over the years.

For instance, do you remember Special services, Sunday school, Hymns,
Anniversaries, outings and other events? Perhaps you are still in touch with
friends and previous members of our Churches; we would welcome their
memories as well.

The written memories needn’t be long essays. If you would like to contribute,
but find writing difficult, please have a word with one of the team. Could you
please have your contributions in by August. They can be sent by email or left in
any of our pigeon holes. Thank you for taking part.

Mary Teale, Glenda and Andy Taylor, Doreen Corlett, Pat Shirra, David Lowe,
Doreen Littlewood

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/supreme-court-gender-ruling
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BMC Church Charities 2024-25

The total raised by May 6th was £9649.49

ebay £6016.97 Money jars £242.11
Other items £235.42 Recycled books and CDs £375.32
Coffee mornings £995.53 Coffee bar £866.65
Coins £47.08 Donations £725.18
Event refreshments £104.52

Recent contributions include £653 from ebay sales, £83 from the April Coffee
Morning, £115 from Sunday and Midweek Coffee and £70 from books and CDs.
Colin Firbank

It’s curtains for the dove tapestry

The dove tapestry has been transformed into curtains at Daniel Patrick’s house.
He says, “It’s a perfect fit in my space. Keeping me cool in the summer and
warmer in the winter.”

https://mygroupltd.com/news/mygroup-blister-pack-recycling-scheme-with-boots-rolls-out-nationwide
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Recycle blister packs at Boots
Who remembers having tablets prescribed that
came in glass bottles (ah! good old glass bottles), and then plastic came on the
scene and we had our tablets in plastic bottles. But even plastic bottles seems
like a long time ago. In fact the blister packs that we know today were developed
through the 1950s & 1960s. So today I just can not imagine how many have been
produced since then and where many of them have ended up eg landfill.

As we have all become more and more enlightened and environmentally aware
we have become more and more concerned about the millions and millions of
blister packs that are flooding the market on a daily basis. I for one have seen
hundreds of blister packs come through our household as a result of our
combined health issues and felt that the sooner we could find somewhere that
would recycle these things the better.

A number of people in our neighbourhood WhatsApp group made various
investigations into the problem and found that Superdrug pharmacies will take
them but the nearest one is in Melton Mowbray! Then, following a trial in
London and the South East, there was an announcement in the press to say that
Boots would be placing a box in their stores for the collection of blister packs for
them to be recycled. This has now happened – the box is in the pharmacy section
at the end of the shop. If you have tablets that come in blister pack form do try
to take them to Boots but if you are unable to get to Boots you are welcome to
give them to me and I will take them. Too many of these have been going into
either landfill or to incineration both of which are not good options.

The recycling process strips the foil from the plastic, then the foil is melted down
for reusing and the plastic is melted down for making it into something else. You
can find out more about blister pack recycling at www.mygroupltd.com/news/
mygroup-blister-pack-recycling-scheme-with-boots-rolls-out-nationwide. The
blister pack scheme is part of the Recycle at Boots programme, run in
partnership with MYGroup, which also takes empty health and beauty products.

I can’t tell you how pleased I was to discover this development as it’s something
in which we can all play our part in diverting them from landfill and giving their
constituent parts a new life.

Mick Towlson

https://mygroupltd.com/news/mygroup-blister-pack-recycling-scheme-with-boots-rolls-out-nationwide
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Embrace the Middle East: one of our
church charities
As all eyes are on Israel/Palestine, and particularly Gaza, Embrace
continues its work in other countries in the Middle East as well as trying to
support the beleaguered Palestinian organisations they support.

Embrace supports Christians in Syria as they run projects bringing healthcare,
social support and humanitarian supplies to communities in desperate need. The
Syria crisis is one of the biggest and most complex globally – the scale, severity
and complexity of humanitarian needs remains extensive. The civil war, which
began in 2011, created more than 5½ million refugees and displaced a further 6
million Syrians inside their own country. The economic impact of the conflict and
sanctions have been enormous. The earthquake of 6 February 2023 caused
further devastation to communities already in crisis.

Virginia’s story

Meet 74-year-old Virginia – an Aleppo resident and
a member of an Armenian Christian community. She
suffers from several chronic diseases, she is unable
to work, and she has no savings. She is dependent
on the aid she receives from her local church (which
Embrace supports) to survive.

The earthquake in February 2023 was a terrifying experience for Virginia, as she
lives alone and has difficulty with mobility. Some of the young people from her
church were able to take her to safety inside the church building. Her house was
badly damaged, and she was unable to return to it for a long time.

Virginia benefits from almost all of her local church’s relief programmes,
especially the programme designated for the elderly, which includes medical and
food aid, financial support and heating equipment. She says, “I do not know if
there is any hope for the situation to change or for the country to return to what
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The time capsule
As many of you may be aware over the last few weeks the Junior Church has
been putting together a BMC time capsule. The time capsule has been
completed and will be buried under the new floor in the Church worship area
Some of you have been asking what items have been placed in the capsule. So
here is the list.

Paul Tivey

� Introduction to the time capsule
� Letter from the Minister
� Introduction to BMC leaflet
� Church welcome pack
� Church newsletter
� Church notice sheet
� List of Easter services
� BMC Vision, Eco and inclusive

statements
� Photos of the church worship area

before the renovation
� Photo of the junior church

members and staff

� A Youth bible
� Hymns and Psalms hymnbook
� Methodist worship book
� A Methodist recorder
� Roots magazine
� Beeston local news magazine
� Selection of today’s current coins

1p-£2 coins
� NG9 Beeston booklet
� A television magazine

it was before, but the Church’s care for us no matter what, makes us reflect on
the goodness and blessings in life, and reminds us of the hope we have in our
Lord.”

Virginia’s situation is broadly representative of other elderly people in Syria. The
elderly are deeply affected by the successive crises that have hit Syria in recent
years, especially the catastrophic economic situation – and many rely heavily on
economic assistance to simply survive.

Connie Pullan
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A statement on the death of His
Holiness Pope Francis
The Methodist Church in Britain receives with deep sadness the
news of the death of His Holiness Pope Francis, and gives thanks for his life and
Christian witness.

Even to the final days of his long life, by his actions and his words, Pope Francis
continued to set forth the gospel of God’s love in Christ. He spoke plainly of the
hope that is to be found in Jesus Christ, showed profound compassion for those
who are poor and marginalised, and gave particular emphasis to God’s demand
for global justice. Through his papacy, Francis has fostered an openness to
Christians sharing together in the Church’s life and mission, in ways which have
broken new ground for the Catholic Church. In all these ways, for many
Methodists Pope Francis’s witness to the Christian faith holds a special
resonance, and his loss is deeply felt.

Methodists join in these days in prayer and sympathy with our Catholic sisters
and brothers, who have lost their Holy Father, recognising the pain that this
brings. Methodists will also offer prayers in the days ahead for the Catholic
Church, as she navigates this period. As God receives Pope Francis into God’s
arms of love, we pray that he may rest in peace and rise in glory.

The Rev Ruth Gee, former President of the Methodist Conference and current
Co-Chair of the British Methodist-Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission, shares
the following reflection:

When Jorge Mario Bergoglio was elected Pope on 13 March 2013 he chose
Francis as his Papal name. This was a clear indication of the emphases on service
of people living in poverty, humility, and concern for creation, that would
characterise his papacy. There was a further indication of these emphases on his
first appearance as Pope on the balcony of St Peter’s Basilica. He wore a simple
white cassock and the iron pectoral cross he had worn as archbishop.

In the years following his election Pope Francis wrote and spoke about the
Christian vocation to serve. He challenged world leaders when they did not
recognise the obligation to serve others, to welcome and protect refugees, and to
protect the environment.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/a-statement-on-the-death-of-his-holiness-pope-francis
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These among many characteristics of his papacy endeared Pope Francis to people
around the world including those of other Christian churches and other faiths. His
commitment to ecumenism and to interreligious dialogue has been evident, not
least in the good relationship with the Methodist Ecumenical Office in Rome
(MEOR). Pope Francis has often been pictured talking and laughing with the Rev
Matthew Laferty, Director of MEOR, representing the world-wide Methodist
Church on official occasions in the Vatican.

There are many reasons to thank God for the ministry of Pope Francis, not
because he has been perfect, but because he has seen himself as a servant of God
and a servant of those with whom he has sought to share God’s love.

The humility which was evident in his inauguration will also be evident in his
funeral which has been simplified at his request. Pope Francis will be buried in a
simple wooden casket in a location outside the Vatican.

May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

21 April 2025. Abridged from www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/a-statement-
on-the-death-of-his-holiness-pope-francis

A wonderful benefit from worshipping in the hall
Since we moved into the hall, I have been struck by the wonderful flower
arrangements each week. The flowers seem brighter and the vision of the
arrangements seem clearer so that I am able to appreciate them more. I think
the reason for this is that the flowers now stand in front of the creamy/white
side of the store cupboard. Of course this makes a difference since the flower
arrangement when standing in church really had no backing, just the space
between them and the platform up to the tapestry and were equally as
wonderful but were not as strikingly visible.

We must thank our rota of talented flower arrangers and faithful distributors,
not to mention friends who ask for flowers in memory of friends and relations
and who provide the money for the flowers. Long may our pleasure at church
flowers last.

Lesley Gray

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/a-statement-on-the-death-of-his-holiness-pope-francis
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Are we good Christian allies?
Members of the Alternating House group (so named
because we meet on alternate Wednesdays and
Thursdays… or are we a bit alternative?!) have recently
completed a short study course called How to be a
Good Christian Ally. This is part of the Student Christian
Movement’s Affirming Christianity group of studies and has been designed to
help congregations such as ours to explore what it means to be an inclusive and
welcoming church. This particular study concerns welcoming people whose
gender and sexuality have sometimes been excluded from, and been seen as
problematic by, churches. As BMC is a member of the Inclusive Church network,
it seemed important to us to have a look and see what we might do differently in
order to become a truly welcoming and diverse church family.

We were challenged to think about how Allyship – in other words standing
alongside others – is actually an essentially Christian activity. Jesus stood with
and for those who felt they were on the margins of society and had been pushed
away by others. As children, many of us may have been an observer of
playground bullying, when we would have been acutely aware that it was not
enough just ‘not to join in’. It was never an easy decision to intervene or ‘stand
alongside’ the one who was being bullied. There are perhaps parallels in how we
think about our welcome to people of diverse sexualities and gender identities.
How it is not sufficient for us ‘not to join in’ prejudice – nor even just to say as a
congregation that we ‘welcome everyone’ – even though we know that we do try
to do that, don’t we?

During the three sessions, we spoke about ways we can make a difference to the
experience of others throughout our church life. We can think and speak and act
as if everyone is a naturally welcome part of our church life. We can use
language which does not exclude others. We can speak as if we are aware that
there are many different and accepted ways of being. We can open up
opportunities for conversation. We can take the heat off individuals by speaking
up and introducing our own pronouns first. We can dress up the fabric of our
building to express the message that all our welcome, for instance through the
use of the rainbow flag and other images, or prominent diversity statements. The
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rainbow symbol is already a significant one for Christians, and can be used to
help convey God’s promises to a wider community of people if they see signs
that they belong and are able to feel comfortable when they enter our church
building.

We did feel personally challenged to act, though it is easy to feel enthusiastic at
the time and more difficult to remember to take action. One member is trying to
get around to setting up an automatic signature for emails with their pronouns
on. We have started to look for nice flags but need to work out where to take our
suggestions. One of our ideas was to write an article for the newsletter!

We would recommend this study. It is not too long and it provoked some
interesting discussion. The sessions include short videos and questions for
discussion. We have the books already and would happily lend them to other
groups interested in having a look. We also plan to offer these study sessions to
the church as a whole, perhaps early in 2026, so do look out for this. And feel
free to have a chat with any of us about the study if you are just interested to
know a bit more.

Sally /Joanna/Mark Ramsey, Mary Baxter, Paul Gayton

Update from the Worship Team
The BMC Worship Team are really pleased with how well we have adapted to
worshipping in the Hall during our redevelopment, and the opportunities that
this is giving us to try out new styles of worship.

Looking ahead we will be sharing a joint service with our friends in the Korean
Church on 8th June to be followed by a picnic to which everyone is invited. This
service, which will be led by Glenda, will coincide with Carers’ Week which we
hope to mark during that service. The following Sunday (15th June) we will start
a series of 4 themed services to mark Bible Month based on the Gospel of John.
We hope to support this with a related Bible Study later in the year.

As ever, anyone with an interest in Worship related matters is welcome to join
our meetings, and the next meeting is on Wednesday 18th June at 7.30pm in the
Wesley Room.

Martin Weir, Chair of the Worship Team
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Money donated by British
Methodists reaches Gaza projects
The Methodist Church’s Lebanon and Gaza Justice Appeal was set
up to support projects that the Church has been involved with for many years.
Supported by All We Can and the United Reformed Church, over twenty
thousand pounds has been raised so far.

As part of a recent solidarity visit to Jerusalem, the group visited organisations
that have received money from the appeal including the Princess Basma Centre
who support children with disabilities. Princess Basma had just set up a satellite
clinic in Gaza when the Hamas attacks on Israel started in October 2023. Despite
working in dangerous and precarious situations, the Gaza staff’s dedication and
resourcefulness has been a testament to their dedication. Staff have themselves
been made refugees with many having to leave their bombed out homes, as well
as having to find new premises for clinics. Each new challenge has been met with
the sole aim of providing basic medical and trauma care for the people of Gaza.

Princess Basma reported that in Gaza in 2024 they were able to treat 415
children in the Al Ahli Hospital comprising of 319 children with chronic disabilities
and 96 post-acute cases due to the ongoing conflict. In displaced areas, including
communities living in tents and shelters, 225 children benefited. Overall, despite
the horrendous conditions across Gaza, Princess Basma staff held 4000 therapy
sessions. The hospital in Jerusalem has had to suspend planned work to renovate
its hydrotherapy pool after a grant secured through USAID was frozen when the
new American Government took power and suspended overseas aid. The
hydroptherapy unit was a central part of the rehabilitation for young patients at
the hospital.

Thanks to the generosity of British Methodists our appeal has, and continues to,
play a part in enabling this vital work to continue. Funding both Princess Basma
and DSPR is a sign of love for those caught up in the devastation of 15 months
intensive bombing.

Violette Mubarak, General Director of the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre said:

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/donations-by-british-methodists-reaches-gaza-projects
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“Where is the hope? This is a question many are asking about the situation in
Gaza right now. For me, I find hope every time I talk to our Princess Basma team
of 7 remarkable therapists, doctors and social workers, now reunited and
working out of our satellite unit at Al Ahi hospital. This work is Hope in Action,
through their dedication, resilience and deep act of service to some of the most
vulnerable in our community here, children with disabilities and their families in
Gaza.

“I want to thank all our Methodist friends who through the Gaza/Lebanon Justice
Appeal have joined us in this transforming work and contributed to our healing
ministry there. It is a celebration of our common humanity and our ability to
make a positive difference in our world.”

The money you have donated has become all the more important as we have
seen recent cuts in international aid and political moves to hinder humanitarian
work which continue to have a direct effect on organisations like Princess Basma.

Thank you for your continued support for these wonderful, resilient and brave
organisations that have been providing medical and trauma care and hope in
Gaza and will continue to do so whatever happens in the region in the future.

A Prayer

We care, O God,
but it is hard to keep seeing the devastation, injury and death of war.
We long for peace, O Lord, but wonder when and how – and if – it will ever
come. We pray, and pray to you, but our words are drowned out by missiles,
guns and the cries of the dying.
Remind us, faithful God, that our prayers are not passive words, but acts of
resistance. Standing by all who fear and are oppressed, heartfelt phrases calling
for world to inch closer to your vision: where there is no war, only justice and
peace, not abstract remote concepts, but the foundation of all relationships.
In the name of the Prince of Peace, Amen

Rev David Hardman, Methodist Liaison Officer, Jerusalem, 26 March 2025.
Abridged from www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/donations-by-british-
methodists-reaches-gaza-projects

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/donations-by-british-methodists-reaches-gaza-projects
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Canopy 2050
Canopy 2050 is a community tree growing project.
The final objective is to help get Urban Tree Canopy Cover in Nottinghamshire to
30% by 2050 (currently around 15%) to meet Climate Change Targets.

The project consists of getting Community involvement in starting off tree
saplings for later planting on sites they identify in partnership with local councils
and private land owners. Participants grow the tree saplings from seed or small
saplings, look after them for approximately 2 years in pots in their gardens and
then either give them back or bring them and plant them out themselves in the
designated places. The ideal scenario is that people who have nurtured the trees
get to plant them in their final locations. That way, there is a possible continued
connection between the grower and the tree. This symbiotic and beautiful
relationship gives the grower great pleasure and satisfaction to see their saplings
grow into trees and gives the tree extra possibility of success where the nurturer
might return to do a bit of weeding or give it a drink during a dry spell.

The project started in Autumn 2020 with a walk on the Bramcote Ridge. The
ground was literally carpeted with acorns that Autumn. News reports were
predicting that there would never be enough saplings grown to meet the
demand to come. It occurred to Helene, founder of Canopy 2050 that we, the
public, the Community can help. Her idea was simple, we could all collect tree
seeds and grow saplings, even if it were just a few each. Her plan was to start
collecting tree seeds in Autumn 2021. It seems, however, that fate was to kick
start the project sooner. She was given six sacks of acorns from a 400 year old
oak with a preservation order on it in a garden in Bramcote. So she started to
share her idea, first with The Friends of Bramcote Ridge, then an allotment
association and soon with many more groups. People embraced the idea
wholeheartedly and Canopy 2050 grew from one grower to over 500 tree
guardians, so 500 mini nurseries in peoples’ gardens, school gardens, community
gardens and churchyards.

The first year was just acorns but now Canopy 2050 collect and process tree
seeds from about 20 native tree species.

mailto:info@canopy2050.org
https://www.canopy2050.org
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When people first hear that they are being asked to grow trees in their garden
they are horrified…Ooo I don’t have space, I’ve already got enough trees. But
once they realize how little effort it is and how little space is required, most
people are keen to try. Firstly, young trees naturally grow in the shade of their
mother tree, so premium growing space is not required. Secondly, the pots don’t
have to be huge, most of Helene’s saplings are in 2 L pop bottles with the tops
cut off and holes punched in the bottom. But any old plant pot will do.

The saplings need to be around 50 cm to plant out, it usually takes 2 years to get
from seed to sapling. You just need to plant the seeds as you would any
vegetable, just a centimetre under the soil surface and keep the soil moist. If you
keep the pots in the shade this usually means infrequent watering.

Over the last few years Canopy 2050 has been collecting seeds and distributing
them via a stall at local events, recruiting growers and sharing knowledge. It
often turns out that people are already inadvertent tree guardians as they rescue
little saplings that have popped up in their gardens and put them in a pot. The
native tree varieties they collect seeds for and try to grow are hazel, crab apple,
Blackthorn (sloe), hawthorn, rowan, hornbeam, elder, alder, guelder rose, silver
birch, broom, rosehip, holly, ash, field maple, buckthorn, small and large leaf
lime, beech, yew and Scots pine.

Every Autumn Canopy 2050 organize planting sessions and people bring their
saplings along to plant. Just as an example, in one weekend in February this year,
45 growers collectively brought and planted over 400 saplings on a site called
Crow Hill in Bramcote Hills Park. Planting sessions are great fun and bring
together a great variety of people, brought together by their obvious love of
trees and concern for our environment.

Canopy 2050 always welcome participants, tree guardians, people who can grow
a few saplings in pots in their gardens or on their allotments.

Additionally they want participants to help them to identify places where they
can plant trees. We all know our own areas, so if there is a corner that could
benefit from some trees, please share the location with them.

Contact Canopy2050 at info@canopy2050.org or visit www.canopy2050.org

mailto:info@canopy2050.org
https://www.canopy2050.org
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Praying for the Earth
18: A Conspiracy of Compassion

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God,
We praise that you proclaimed the Kingdom of God,
And demonstrated what this looked like by
Welcoming the outcast, Feeding the hungry,
Healing the sick, And speaking truth to power.
You laid down your life as an act of self-giving sacrificial love.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God,
You offer a revolution called Love,
A rebellion called Peace, A conspiracy of Compassion,
That seeks to set the world to rights.
You laid down your life as an act of self-giving sacrificial love.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God,
We live in a world of climate breakdown.
We are facing a world of increased migration, refugees and those seeking
asylum.
We are facing a world of food shortage, malnutrition and starvation.
Climate breakdown acts as a threat multiplier as
Temperatures rise, Sea levels rise,
Conflict increases, Extreme weather events increase.
Lord have mercy.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God
We are vulnerable, We need your Kingdom.
We are vulnerable, We need justice and peace.
We are vulnerable, We need you to act, move, inspire, comfort.
In this storm of climate breakdown, We ask that you would wake up.
That you would Welcome the outcast, Feed the hungry, Heal the sick,
Speak truth to power, Reign and rule with self-giving sacrificial love,
Overthrow the works of the evil one,
So that unrestrained capitalism would no longer destroy the world.

https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency/
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Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God,
You have called your church to be your body, We are your hands and feet.
If we ask why you are not awake, It is because we are asleep.
If we ask why you don’t speak, It is because we are silent.
If we ask why oppression rules and reigns as a king, It is because we have not
lived with self-giving sacrificial love.
If we ask why the hungry starve and the stranger feels cut off, It is because our
hearts, like stone, have not shown compassion.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God,
In a world of climate breakdown,
Call us afresh to a kingdom conspiracy.
A Conspiracy of Compassion.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God,
We pledge allegiance afresh to you.
In a world of climate breakdown,
We commit ourselves to a Conspiracy of Compassion,
A Holy Revolution, A Holy Rebellion,
Against anti-kingdom forces that come to steal, kill and destroy.

We conspire with Love, For those who think they are forgotten.
We conspire with Peace, For in a world of escalating conflict.
We conspire with Truth, For a world in denial.
We conspire with Hope, For a world in despair.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God,
The butchered and risen lamb who rules and reigns,
We conspire with your compassionate Kingdom.
To you be all praise, honour and glory.

Amen

Rev Jon Swales, April 2021. From https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-
prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency  Creative Commons License

https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/26-prayers-for-the-climate-and-ecological-emergency/
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Embrace the Middle East
Prayer Diary – June 2025
1 June
We pray for the children in Cairo’s Zabbaleen community, many of whom live in
poverty and face challenging situations at home. Our partner, Life Vision, leads a
project called The Rock, which aims to give every child a secure foundation in life
– whether that is with permanent foster parents or by supporting the birth
family to reunite and thrive.

8 June
Schools run by the Swedish International Relief Association (SIRA) support
children with learning difficulties in Bethlehem and Jericho. The students spend
two to four years strengthening their abilities and then reintegrate into
mainstream education. SIRA also promotes greater understanding of special
educational needs by providing training for teachers in other schools.

15 June
Millions of people in the Middle East have been displaced from their homes due
to conflict and instability. This week is World Refugee Day (20 June), and we pray
for all those far from home, living with uncertainty and fear. Lord, protect and
strengthen them with the hope of peace.

22 June

As well as providing physical rehabilitation services, the Bethlehem Arab Society
for Rehabilitation (BASR) works to improve the inclusion of people living with
disabilities in the West Bank. Please pray for them as they raise awareness of
disability rights and advise organisations and employers on making their
premises and services more accessible

29 June
The Notre Dame school at the Al-Kafaàt Foundation is unusual in Lebanon
because it is fully inclusive for children with disabilities, who learn alongside
other children their own age. Each student has an individual learning plan and
appropriate support to ensure they can succeed, and the school aims to be a
friendly community where everyone is valued and respected.

From www.embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb25_July25_Web.pdf

https://www.embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb25_July25_Web.pdf
https://embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb_July22_Web.pdf
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Weekly events
Sunday Morning Worship at BMC 10.30am

Evening Service 6.30pm (on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month)
Monday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am
Tuesday Little Acorns Parent and Toddler Group at BMC 9.30-11.15am

Open Space refreshments and fellowship at BMC 11.15am-12.15pm
(lunch at 12.15pm every second Tuesday of the month)

Wednesday Wholly Ground Café at BMC 11am-1pm (including a short act of
worship at 11.15am on the first Wednesday of the month)

Dates for your Diary
June 2025
Sat 7th Concert by Dana and Anne de Waal at BMC 7.30pm

Sun 8th All-age worship joint service with the Korean Church at BMC
10.30am, followed by a picnic at Dovecote Lane park.

Mon 9th Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 14th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon
Table Top Time – family board games at BMC 3-5pm

Wed 18th Worship Group meeting at BMC 7.30pm (Wesley Room)

Mon 23rd Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 28th Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am including Unwanted Gift Stall in
aid of Mission Impossible 2

July 2025
Mon 7th Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 12th Coffee morning at BMC 10am-12 noon
Table Top Time – family board games at BMC 3-5pm

Mon 21st Knit, Natter and Craft at BMC 2pm

Sat 26th Coffee morning at BMC 10-11.30am

https://www.embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb25_July25_Web.pdf
https://embraceme.org/s/Embrace_Prayer_Diary_Feb_July22_Web.pdf


Here for You: God is calling us to

� Offer spiritual nourishment and growth to all
� Welcome and nurture everyone
� Serve those in our local community
� Be a strong voice for Justice.

Beeston Methodist Church is an Eco Church
From meditation to insulation, from location to invocation,
loving God and His creation should impact everything in our
church lives. Eco Church is a scheme to help churches
demonstrate that they care for God’s earth, to help them ‘go
green’ in all areas of church life.

Beeston Methodist Church gained the Eco Church Bronze Award in March 2021
and is now working towards the Silver Award. ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Beeston Methodist Church is an Inclusive Church
We believe in inclusive church – a church which celebrates
and affirms every person and does not discriminate.

We will continue to challenge the church where it continues to
discriminate against people on grounds of disability, economic
power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning disability,

mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality.

We believe in a Church which welcomes and serves all people in the name of
Jesus Christ; which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel
afresh for each generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all
people to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ.

www.inclusive-church.org

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
https://www.inclusive-church.org

